- 


+4 a 4 . as 


JA 
Counſelor to the King ; 'Biſk þ of.Me 
of Condom, and: Preceptor: to! Keg 


oo 


& 
. Yom 


Almoner to the Daupbine [Re 


Publithed by his Pajelties Drone 


—__ —— —_——— 


x 'F , OE 


LONDON, Printed by Henry Hills, Printer: to the 
moſt Excellent Majeſty, tor Hls Houſhold and 


- 


- 


PA ARRAN AMAAAA AAA AAA AAA AAALAARAAS 


EDMUND MADDEN':s Boox, (\ 


Hicn-STaerrT, KIiLKENNY. 


'4) *.* BOOKS are a guide to youth, and an entertain- (& $— E 
4 ment in old age; they ſupport us under ſolitude, and )þ ; Fd. 


J keep us from being a burthen to oui ſelves. (7 £ þ? 
1( KILKENNY : Printed by G. O'NEIEL. ( ; Y 
<4 M.DCC LXIXTI. f | - 2 


| ' Uh Wd 5 ww Ye > IO Son er nt wer am SET, ; 


. JuLivs, Biſhop of Tule. 


PY * 


_- — 


THE 


APPROBATION_ 


Of the Right Reverend the 
ARCHBISHOPS and BISHOPS. 


E have read the Treatiſe intituled, An Expoſition: 

of the Doctrine of the Catholic Church in Mat- 

ters of. Controverſie, Compoſed by the Right Reverend- 
Fames Benigne Boſſuet, Biſhop and Lord of Condom, Pre- 
ceptor to His Royal Highnz{s the Dauphin. And we des: 
clare, That after having examined it, with as much Applicas 
tion as the Importance of the Matter required, we have 
found the Dorine contained in it conformable to the Catho«- 
lic, Apoſtolic and Roman Faith. And therefore we think 
our [cives obliged to. propoſe it, as ſuch, to thoſe whom God' 
has committed to our Charge. We are certain, the Faithful 
will be edified by it 5 and we hope thoſe of the Pretended 
Reform d Religion, who read this Work with attention, wit 
receive from 2t ſo right an Vuderſtanding as may: conduce to- 


put them into the Way of Salvation. 


CranrLes Mavrice LE TELLIER, Archiifhop and Duke 
of Reims. | | 


\ Cn. Dir RosMaADEC, Biſhop of Tours. 
'FeL1x, Biſhop and Earl of Chalons. 


Dx GRrI6NaN, Biſhop of Ulſez. 

D. vt Licny, Biſhop of Meaux.. 

NicnoLas, Biſhop of Auxerre. . ET LDL 
GaBRIEL, Biſhop of Autun, L 
Marc, Biſhop of Tarbe. td 
ARMAND JoHN, Biſhop aud Prince of Grenoble. 
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| II. Thoſe of the Pretended Reform'd Religion acknowledge, The Ca- 
tholic Church embraces all the Fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian Reli- 
_ 7. 
_ TH. Religions Worſhip #- terminated only in God. 
IV. Invocation of Saints. | 
V. Images and Reliques. 
VI. Fuſtification. 
VII. Merits of Good Warks. 
VIII. Satisfaftions, Purgatory, and Indulgences. 
IX. Sacraments. 
Baptiſm. | 
Confirmation. 
'Pennance and Sacramental Confeſſion. 
Extream Union. | 
Marriage. ' 
Holy Orders. | 19 
X. Do@rine of the Church touching the Real Preſence of the Body and Blood of 
JESUS CHRIST #n the: Euckeriſt, and how” the Church underſtands theſe 
Words, 'This is my Body. : .1bid, 
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Approbations never before publiſhed, 
A Second Brief of our Holy Father the POPE, 


upon the EXPOSITION as now publiſh- 
cd with an Adyertiſment. 


Enerabilis Frater, Salutem & Apoſtolicam Benedidtio- 

nem, Accepimns libellum de-Catholice fidei Expoſitione, 
quem pia, eleganti, ſapientique ad Hereticos in viam ſalatis 
reducendos, oratione auitum reddi nobis curavit Fraternitas 
tua. Et quidem libenti animo confirmamus uberes laudes quas 
tibi de praeclaro opere merito tribuimns, & ſuſceptas ſpes co- 
piofi fruftds exinde in Ecclefiam profefluri, Quamquam a 
preſtantiſſima diſciplina, qua egregiam DELP HINI indolem 
continenter excolis, auſpicari imprimis juvat ingentia Catho- 
lice Religions incrementa : magna enim cum nonminis thi lau- 
de in abſolutum religioh ſimi ac ſapientifſimi Principss exem- 
plar in dies magis ipſum inſtitut, conſtantis fame teſtimonio 
andique comprobari intelligimus. Ex quo opportunum, inter 
tot Chriſtiane Reipublice mala & pericula, graviſims curis 
noſtris ſolatium haurimus : quas etiam non parum levant nove, 
exque preclare filialis obſervantie fignificationes, quas literis 
ſeptima Funii ad nos datis conſiguaſti, in quitus priſcam illum 
Sandorum Gallie Epiſcoporumgſpiritum, ſenſuſque aperte depree 
hendimus. . Que vero viciym {it erga te voluntas noſtra, & 
quo in pretio habeamus perſpedtas.virtutes tuas, precipuis, 
ubi ſe offerat occaſio, Pontificia bentvolentie documentp, te- 
ſtatum tibi facere non omittemus, Yenerabilis Frater, Cui in- 
terim Apoſtolicam BeneJiflonem peramanter impertimur. Da- 
tum Rome apud Sanilqym Mariam Majorem, ſub annulo Piſ- 
catoris, die X11. Fulii M. DC. LXX1X. Pontificatis noſtr? 
anno 111. OS Marius SPINULA, 


And endorſed : Yenerabili FratriJAacoBOBENIGNO 
Epiſcopo Condomen/1. | 


Extrait 


Extrait des Actes de TAfſemblee Generale du 
Clerge de Francede M. DC. LXXXIL concer- 
nant la Religion, Monſcigneur I Archeyeſque 
de Paris Preſident. 


Imprimez en la meſine annee chez Leonard Imprimeur dy 
Clerge: Titre, Memoire contenant les diferentes Metho« 
des dont on peut ſe ſervir tres-utilement pour la conver- 
fron de ceux qui font profeſſion de la Religion pretendue 
Reformee ; drefle dans cette Aſſemblee, & envoye par 
toutes les Provinces avecHFavertiſlement Paſtoral de 
FEgliſe Gallicane. | 


” A dixieme Methode eſt celle de M. FEveſque de Meaux, 
[B cy-devant Eveſque de Condom, dans ſon Livre intitu- 
le, Expoſition de la Doctrine de I'Eglife Catholique : par 
laquelle, en demeſlant ſur chaque article ce qui eft precise- 
ment de la Foy de ce qui wen eft pas, i fait voir qu'il iy 
a rien dans bofbe ereance qui puiſſe choquer 'un eſprit raiſon» 
able, a moins que de prendre pour noſtre creance des abus 
de quelques particuliers que nous condamnons, ou des erreurs 
qu on nous impate tres-fauſſement, ou des explications de quel- 
gues Dofteurs , qui ne ſont pas reeeaes ni autorises de 
UEgliſe. 
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The Second Brief of our Holy Father 
POPE INNOCENT XI. 


Enerable Brother, Health and Apoſtolical Benedi- 

\/ ion. We havereceived the little Treatiſe of the 
Expoſition of the Catholic Faith , together with 

that Pious, Elegant, and Judicious Diſcourſe, ſo proper to 
recal Heretics into the way of Salvation, which you have 
added to it, and taken care to ſend Us. And We do wil- 
lingly reiterate thoſe great Praiſes We have deſervedly gi- 
ven you, for this Excellent Work, and the Hopes We have 
of the great Fruit the Church will daily reap thereby. But 
above all, We expett the greateſt Advancement of the Ca- 
tholic Religion from your continual Application to culti« 
vate the happy Genius of the Dauphin of France : For We 
hear from all Parts, by the conſtant Teſtimony of Fame, 
of the wonderful Progreſs of this Prince, who by your 
Care, and to your Glory, becomes daily a perfe&t Model of 
Piety and Wiſdom : Which gives Us great Conſolation, and 
very ſeaſonable, amidſt che weighty Cares with which We 
are afflicted, conſidering the Evils ſuffered by the Catholic 
Church, and the Dangers with which ſhe is threatned : To 
the eaſing of which Cares you have alſo contributed, by the 
Tlluſtrious Teſtimony you have given Us of your Filial 
Obedience, in your Letter of the Seventh of June, in which 
We clearly diſcover that ancient Spirit and thoſe Senti- 
ments with which the Holy Biſhops of the GaZican Church 
were formerly endowed. For Our parts, We can aſlure 
you, Venerable Brother, that when Occaſion ſhall offer ic 
ſelf, you ſhall find, by the moſt particular Marks of Our 
_Good-will, the Aﬀe&tion We have for you, and the Eiteem 
We have conceived of your eminent Vertues. - And in the 
mean 


- 
—— 


neither received nor authoriſed by the Church, 


mean time We do moſt affeCtionately give you Our Apoſto- 
hcal Benedition. Given at Rome, at St. Mary Majors un- 
der the Fiſher's Ring, the Twelfth of July, M.DC.LXXIX, 
and the Third of Our Pontificate. 

Signed MARI@NS SPINUL 4. 


And endorſed, 7o Our Venerable Brother, JAMES 
BENIGNE Bz/hop of Condom. 


hb ————_ =. 


Extrafted out of the As of the General Aſſembly 
of the Clergy of France, in the Tear 1682. 
concerning Religion ; the Right Reverend the 
Lord Archbiſhop of Paris being Preſident. 


- Printed the ſame Year by Leonard, Printer to the Clergy, 


Entituled, 4 Memorial containing the: different Methods 
which may be very profitably made uſe of for the Conver- 
fron of thoſe who profeſs the Pretended Reform'd Religion ; 
drawn up by this Aſſembly, and ſent throughout all Pro- 
vinces, together with a Paſtoral Advertiſement of the 
Gallican Church. 


He Tenth Method is that of the Biſhop of Meaux, 
formerly Biſhop of Condom, in his Book intituled, 

An Expoſition of the Dottrine of the Catholic Church :. tn 
which, .by ſeparating upon: every Article what is preciſely 
of Faith, from that which: is not, he ſhews, there is nothing 
in our Belief which can offend Men of Reaſon, unleſs they 
will take, in ſtead of our DoQArines, the Abuſes of ſome 
Particulars, whom we condemn, or the Errors falfly impu- 
ted to us, or the Explications of ſome DoCtors, which are 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Upon Account of 
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> NE would have thought, thoſe of the Pretended Reform'd 
Religion, in reading this Treatiſe, ſhould at leaſt have 

granted, The Doctrine of the Church was faithfully ex- 

pounded in it, The eaſt they could have allowed a-Biſhop, 

was to have underſtood his own Religion, and to have ſpoke without 
diguiſe, in a Matter, where to diſſemble would be a Crime. But never- 


- theleſs, it has fallen out otherwiſe. This Treatiſe, whilſt a Manuſcripts 


was made uſe of to inſtruct ſeveral particular Perſons, and many Copies 
of it were diſperſed. Upon which the ſincerer part of the pretendly 
Reform'd were almoſt every where heard to fay, That if it were ap= 
prov'd, it would in reality take away great difficulties; But that the 
Author durſt never publiſh it, and if he Thould, he would not eſcape the 
Cenſure of all thoſe of his Communion, particularly that of. Rome, 
which would not frame it ſelf to his Maxims. After ſome time, never- 
theleſs, this Book, thus condemned to a perpetual obſcurity, appeared 
uſhered in with the Approbation of ſeveral Biſhops ; And the Author, 
who knew very well he had only expreſſed in it the Mind of rhe Coun- 
Cil of Trent, apprehended-not thoſe Cenſures threatned by the Reformers. 
| It was not <certainly probable the Catholic Faith ſhould be betray'd, 
in; ſtead of being expounded, by a Biſhop,; who, after having preached 
the Goſpel all his Life-rime, without the leaſt ſuſpicion of his Dottrine, 
had been newly called to inftrudt a Prince, whom the greateſt Ring in 
the World, and the moſt zealous Defender of the Religion of his An- 
ceſtor, cauſes ro be educated in fuch a manner, that he may be one 
day one of irs principal Supports. But theſe Gentlemen of the Pretend- 
ed Reformation ceaſed not to perſevere in their firſt Opinion. They 
expectcd every moment when Catholics ſhould oppoſe this Book, and 
Rome it ſelf condemn it. 
The accafion of rhis their imagination was, that the major Ta op 
a Now 
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04 An Advertiſement. | 
know nothing of our DoCtrine, but as repreſented to them by their Mi- 
nilters under the moſt hideous Ideas, know it not again when ſhown in 
its natural Dreſs. So that it was no hard task to repreſent the Author of 
the Expoſition to them, as one who molified the Sentiments of his Religi- 
on, and ſought out proper and qualifying Moderations to content all 
arties. 


There has appeared two Anſwers to this "Treatiſe. "The Author' of 


the firſt would not diſcover his Name, and till he himſelf be pleaſed to 


declare it, we will not reveal the Secret. Ir is enough to us, that this 
M. Claude, de Work was approved by the Miniſters of Charenton, and ſent to the Au- 
Langle, Daille, thor of the Expoſition by the late M. Conrart, one endowed with all that 
& Alix Catholics could deſire in a Man, excepting a better Religion. The 
other Anſwer was written by M. Nopuier a Miniſter, who is amongſt 
them of great repute, and has the cheem of an able Divine. They 
both pretended the Expoſition was contrary to the Deciſions of- the 
An p 3. 112, Council of Trent. They both affirm the very Deſign it felf,. of Ex- 
113,124, 137, pounding the DoCtrine of the Council, to be prohibited by the Pope : 
©. and they both take care to ſay, that M. de Condom do's only mince and 
Nog: P- 63,94- extenuatc the DoEtrine of his Religion. As they repreſent him, one 
95, 109, I10. would think that he relents, that he 1s coming over ro them, that he a- 


_ p. 1?" - bandonsthe Sentiments of his own Church, and embraces thoſe of the 
be _ =] P | Pretended Reform'd. In fine, His Treatiſe agrees not with that Profeſſion 
An, Avert.p. 9f Faith which the Reman Church propoſes to all thofe who are of her 
24. Communion, and they repreſent him at defiance with every Article. 
Rep. p. 3+ . If we believe the 4nonymus, this Prelate is come to a fair Compoſition 
An p. 137. about 1/5 rage He is willing to content himſelf with fach a 


Nog. p. 94 Reality of the Body of FESUS CHRIST in the Sacrament as the Pre- 
An. Avert. p. owe Refornrd themſelves believe. When he treats of the Invocati- 
25,26,27, 28, on of Saints, He endeavours to mitigate and extenuate this _— of the Re» 
29: man Church, both as to her 'Tenets and Practice. "Together with the 
An. Avert, p. Veneration of Saints, be ſoftens that of Images, as alſo the Articles of Sath- 


> ; Z faction, Sacrifice of the Maſs, and the Pope's Authority. As for Images, 
oy | Sg 4 he u aſhamed of the Exceſs to which the Doftrine as well as the Prattice has 
An. p. 65. been carried. The Jnowyms, who repretents him as it he had ag the 

needs 


An. p..114. Council of Trents Expokition in the Article' of SatisfaCtion, wi 
| have it, that this change in the Expreſſion proceeds from an Alteration which 

he introduces in the Dorine. In fhne, he repreſents him as one who is 

- going over to the Sentiments of the New Reformation; or, to uſe his 


P. 110. own Expreſſion, l:ke the Dove which returns to the Ark, not finding where 


ro reſt hrs foot. | 
An. p.104,368. He not only lays to his charge particular Opinions about the Merits 
of Good Works, and the Authority of the Pope ; but ſeems ready, if 
we would conform our ſelves to the Doctrine of rhe Expoſition, to ad- 
mir the two Articles which ſo much perplex thoſe of his Common. 
. , cre 
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An Advertiſement. 


de Condoms Communion would reduce themſelves to the Moderations 


; 


' "There is nothing generally more frequently repeated in his Book, An. Avert. p. 
than the Reproaches he caſts upon the Author of the Expoſition, for 23,26: Rep. p- 
deſerting the Communion of the Church of Rome, he wiſhes all thoſe of M. 3, &c- 


in this Book, and write conformably to its ſenſe. This would (fays he P* 3% 


- 2 little after) be a happy beginning of a Reformation, which might 


have much more happy Conſequences. K 

Nay more, he mi an advantage from theſe pretended Allehiations 
Theſe Softnings of M. de Condom (fays he) areſo far from giving us an 
zll Opinion of our Reformation, they confirm us that good and moderate Perſons 
themſelves condemn (at leaſt a great deal) that we do, and by conſequence in 
Some meaſure acknowledge a Reformation to be 1ſeful and neceſſary. 

He ſhould have concluded quite otherwiſe. For a Reformation, 
ſuch as theirs is, which tends to a change in Do&Etrine, ought not to 
regard thoſe things w hich are condemned already by common conſent. 
But the Pretended Refornrd are willing to perfvade themſelves, the 
Honeſt and moderate Perſons in Communion with Rome, amongſt which 
number they allow M. de Condomra place, in many things abandon the 
Sentiments' of their Church , and come over as much as they can 
to the New Reformation. 

Thus you ſee what they are made believe by this ſtrange manner of 
miſ-repreſenting the Catholic DonEtrine. Being accuſtomed to that 
hideous and terrible Form in which their Miniſters repreſent it in their 
Pulpits, they imagine thoſe Catholics who lay it open in its natural 
Purtty, diſguiſe and alter ir: The more juſtly we repreſent it as- it 18, 
the leſs are they acquainted with it ; and they imagine we are going 0- 
ver to them, when we only diſabuſe them of their falſe Preoccupations. 

"Tis trac, they ſay not always the fame thing. The Anomymus, who 
accuſes M. de Condom of making fuch conſiderable Alterations in the 
Doctrine of the Church, tells us, ths Expoſition has nothing new in it, 
but a dextrous and delicate turn , aud, in fine, nothing but apparent 
qualifying, which Conſiſting only in ſome Expreſſions, or in things of ſmall 
conſequence , gives no body any ſatisfation, and only raiſes new Difficulties, 
in ſtead of reſolving old. | 

So that he ſeems to. be ſorry for having repreſented the Expoſition 
as 2 Book which made an alteration in the Faith of the Church in 
all its principal Points, not only in the Exprefſions, but in the 

rine. 

Let him tzke it which way he pleaſes. If he continue to think a 
Book, ſo truly Catholic as the Expoſition , contrary to ſo many im- 
pom Points of the Roman Faith , he ſhows himſelf never to have 

ad any thing bur falſe Idea's of its DoErine. And if it be true, thar 
by ſweetning only the Expreſſions, or retrenching , as he ſays, matters 
of tmall conſequence , the Catholic Doctrine ſeems to him ſo much 
a'2 more 


An P» 35. 


P. 61, 62, 
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An Advertiſement. 


more tractable ,. he will in the end find the Grounds of it were better 


than he imagined. 

But the' truth of the matter is, M. de Condom has not betrayed his 
Conſcience, nor difſembled the Faith of the Church, in which the 
Holy Ghoſt has placed. him Biſhop; And the Pretended Reforni'd 
could nor perſwade themſelves that a Doctrine which already appears 
leſs ſtrange by the ſole Expoſition of it, and that an Expeſition 1o plain, 


ſo eafie, and fo ſhort, ſhould bethat DoCtrine which their Miniſters . 


repreſented to them full of Blaſphemy and Idolitrous. 


We ought, no doubt, to give God thanks for ſuch a diſpoſition , 


becauſe although it ſhew in them a ſtrange prejudice againit us, yet ir 
gives us hopes they will look _ our Tenets with a more equal 
temper, when once they are fatisfied that the DoCtrine of this 'Trea- 
tife, which ſeems to them already more pleaſing , is the pure Doctrine 
of the Church. S9 that we are fo far from being angry at them 
for making fo great a. difficulty to believe us when we propoſe our 
Faith to them, that we are obliged in Charity to give them Lights fo 
Clear andevident,that they may not hereafter.doubt but it was faithfull 
expounded to them. 'The thing ſhews it ſelf, and we need' but te 
them how this Treatiſe of the Expoſition, which they believe is con- 
trary not only to the. common. Tenets.of the Doftors of the Reman Church, 
but alſo to the words and Doftrine of the.Council, 1s approved by the whole 
Church; and that after having received divers "Teſtimonies of Appro- 
bation from Rome, as well as from other places, it has at Jaſt been 
approved by the Pope himſelf in the moſt exprets and moſt Authenrtick 
manner that could be expected. - 

This Book had no ſooner appeared in publick, but the good repute 
it had throughout France was teſtified to the Author by Letters from 


all forts of People, from Lay-Perſons, Ecclefiaſticks, Religious, and 


Doors, but eſpecially from the moſt Learned Prelates of the Church, 


whoſe Teſtimonies he could even then have produced, had the Subject 


been ever fo little dubious or new. . 

But becauſe the Pretended Reform'd. are apt to believe us in France 
to have particular thoughts and Tencts which approach nearer theirs in 
matters of Faith, than the reſt of the Church, and particularly than 
Rome : It is convenient we ſhould let them ſee how matters were there 
carried on. - 

As ſoon as this Treatiſe was come forth, Cardinal Bouzllon ſent it to 
Cardinal Bona, deſiring him to examine it with the utmoſt Rigour. 
Letters could no ſooner return from Rome to Pars, but there came alſo 
from this Learned and Holy Cardinal, whoſe Memory will be perpe- 
tuated in the Church with eternal BenediCtions, that Seal 1 
approbation of his, which you will find in the ſequel among the reſt 
that we ſhall ſfcak of, | Ty 
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, An Advereiſement: 

'The. Book::was Printed the firſt time abour the end of the year 167 x3 
And this Cardinals anſwer is dated the 2.6. Fenuary, 1672. 

Cardinal Sig:iſmond, whoſe death the whole Church doth ſtilt regret, 
writ no leſs favourably concerning it, to M. L*4bbe de Dangear. He 
tells us expreſly, that M. de Condom has ſpoken very well of the Popes 
Authority. ;.and whereas this Abbot had written him word, -that ſonie 
{crupulous perſons here apprehended leſt this Expoſition ſhould be look- - 
ed upon at Rom?, as one of thoſe Explications of the Council prohibited. 
by. Pope Pius IV, he ſhews how ill grounded this ſcruple is. He adds, . 
that he found the Maſter of the Sacred Palace, the Secretary, and the 
Conſulfers of the Congregation delP Indice,.all the Cardinals that com- 


role it, and in particular the Learned Cardinal Brancas-Preſident of it 


of the ſame opinion, and that they. did all. of them hizhly applaud this 
bd og of the Expoſition. This Letter bears date the 5th. of April, . 
1672. | 
'TheReverend Father Hyacinth Libelli a famous Divine, whoſe Me- 
rits and great Learning raiſed . him ſhortly after to the Dignity of 
Archbiſhop of Avignon, was at that time Maſter of the Sacred Palace, . 
His Letter of the 26:h, of April, 1672. Written to his E. the Cars - 
dinal S:igiſmond, ſhews what eſteem he had of this Book ; for he tells 
him, there 1s not ſo much as the ſhadow of a fault in it, and that if the 
Author defire it ſhould be Printed at Rome, he will give all the neceſſary Per- - 
miſſions, without altering the leaſt. tittle init. 

In effect M. P Abbe Nazari, famous for the Fournal des Scavans which 
he writes with ſo much. elegance and exaCtnels, was at that time about an 
Ttalran Verſion of it, which his E: the Cardinal dEftrees cauſed to be 
reviewed, and did himſelf peruſe ſome of the Principal parts, that it - 


- might be entirely conformable to the original. 


he Book had been already done into Engliſh by the late Abbot 

Montague, whoſe zeal and vertue is known to the whole World, and 
there wanted not. ſeveral Teſtimonies to ſhew that this Verſion was 
well: received by all the Catholics of England. This Tranſlation was 
Printed in the Year 1672; and in the Year 1675. it was put into - 
Iriſh, and Printed at Rom? by the Printers of the Congregation de 
Propaganda Fide. : TEE 

The Author of this Verſion, Reverend Fathet Porter, of 'the Holy + 
Order-of St. Francs, and Superiour of the Convent of St. Ifidorus, had 
ſome time beforeordered a Book called Securs Evangelica to be Printed at - 
Rome it ſelf,. in which a great part of this Treatiſe of the Expoſition was 
inferted,,to prove the Tenets of the.Church, when faithfully expound- - 
= arc ſo far from ruining the Foundations of Faith, that they eſtabliſh 
them. 

In the mean time the T:alian Verſion went on with an exaCtneſs which 
became a Subject of that importance, where one Word ul rendred, would 


ſpoil.” 


Re 


* wasno leſs careful of his 
.cure that this Book might be turned into High Dutch, and publiſhed 


An Advertiſement. | 


ſpl thewhole Work; and the Reverend Father Capiſucchi, Maſter of 
t 


e Sacred Palace, Licenſed it to be Printed in the Year 167 5, as appears 
by his Anſwer of the 27th. of Func following, to M. de Condom's Letter 


. of thanks for it. 


This Prelate, after having heard from ſeveral parts of Germany, how 
this Treatiſe had been well _Qeeney of there, received a more ample 
Teſtimony of it ina Letter of the 27th of April, 167 3, from the Biſhop 


. and Prince of Paderborn, then Coadjutor, and at preſent Biſhop of M:nſter ; 


in which that Prelate, whoſe name bears with it his Elogi:mm, ſays, that 


- he took care this work ſhould be turned into Lat”, that it miyht be 
made common every where, and eſpecially in Germany : but the ſucceed-. 


ing Wars, or ſome other occupations having hindred the performance 


. of it, rhe Biſhop of Caſtory, Apoſtolical Vicar in the United Provinces, 


was defirous that a Latin Verſion, which the Author himſelf had exa- 
mined, might be made publick, and accordingly it was Printed at 4nt= 


. werp inthe Year 1678. 


Not long after, in the fame Year, by the fame Biſhop's order, this 


| Treatiſe was again Printed at Antwerp in Dutch, with the Approbation 
. of the Ordinary, and the DoCtors in thoſe Parts, ſo very profitable did 
' this Prelate, who compoſes ſuch excellent things himſelf, judge this to be 


for the InſtruCtion of his People. 
The Biſhop of Strasbourgh, who, notwithſtanding the mifſeries of War, 
Flock, reſolved, about the fame time, to pro- 


with a Paſtoral Letter to all thoſe of his Dioceſs; and having advertifed 


_ .thePoxe of his Deſign, his Holineſs cauſed him to be informed, That 


he knew the Book, long before 5 and that as he had heard from all Parts it was 
- the occaſion of many Converſions, ſo the Tranſlation of it could not but be ad-= 
vantageous to hy People, 


About this time the Italian Verſion was finiſhed with all the exa&tneſs 


.and elegancy poſſible. Monheur PA4bbe Nazari dedicated it to the Car- 
-dinals of the Congregation de Propaganda Fide, by whoſe Order it was 


printed in the fame Year 1678. by the Printers belonging to that 


+Congregation. 


In the Front of this Verſion was placed Cardinal Bona's Letter, the 


-Capy of which was found at Rome, in the Hands of his Secretrary, as 
alſo the Approbation of M. P Abbe Rzcci, Conſultor of the Holy Othce ; 


of Reverend Father M. Lawrence Brancati de Lanrea, Religious of the 
the Order of St. Francs, Confultor and Qualificator of the Holy-Office, 
and Bibliothecarian of the Vatican; and of M. P Abbe Gradi, Confultor 
of the Congregation del? Indice, and Bibliothicarian of the Vatican : that 
1s, by the,chief Men in Rome for Piety and Learning. 

This Book was preſented to the Pope, as the Latin Tranſlation had 
been before. And he had the goodneſs roorder M. ” Abbe de St Luke to 


- 


write to.the Author, and to let him know that he was ſatisfied with 
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| bimfelf, which confirms all the reſt. 


" admit M. de Condom: to have rightly explicated the Catholic Faith. IT givep, ,, _ 
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it ; which he alſo repeated ſeveral times to the French Embaſlidor.-. 

'The Author, who thought he had nothing more to wiſh for, after 
ſuch an Approbation, gave, with a profound Reſoeet, his moſt humble 
Thanks to the Pope, in a Letter dated Nov. 22. 1678. In anſwer to 
which, he receiveda Breve from his Holineſs of the Fourth of Fan. 1679. 
which contains ſuch an expreſs approbation of this Book, that it cannot 
be hereafter doubted, but it maintains the pure DoEtine of the Church, 
and of the Apoltolick See. Ge 

After this Approbation, I needed not to have mentioned any others ; 
but I was willing to ſhew how this Book, which was threatned by the 
Miniſters with ſuch oppoſition in the Church, and which they. imagined 
was ſo contrary to her common DoRrine, has naturally (as I may fay) paſſed 
through all the degrees of Approbation, till it came to that of the Pope 


Thoſe of the Pretended Reform'd Religion, may at preſent ſee how 
they were impoſed upon, when they were told, The Perſon was known, An.Avert.p.2 3 
and that a Catholic too, who writ againſt this Expoſition of M. de Condom. . 
It would certainly be a ſtrange thing, this good Catholic, unknown toall 
all others of that Religion, ſhould make the Enemies of the Church his 
only:Confidents in a Work which he deſigned againſt a Biſhop of his 
own Communion. But this Imaginary Writer none the World ſtay too - 
long, and the Pretended Reforn'd are too credulous, if they ſuffer 
themſelves hereafter to be amuſed. by ſuch like Promiſes. x; 

Thus one of the neceffary Queſtions to be anſwered in vindication of . 
the Expoſition is entirely diſpatch'd. We need*not now go about to - 
refute thoſe Miniſters who held the Doctrine of the Expoſition not to be | 
that of the Church. Time and Truth have fo refuted their allegati- - 
ons, that no room is left for a Reply. 

M. Nogaier would firſt hear the Oracle of Rome ſpeak, before he would. 


#10 credit (fays he) to thiſse Approbations, which theſe Biſhops give in Wris - 
ring. Other Doftors want not the like Approbations, and after all, the Oracle 
of Rome muſt ſpeak in matters of Faith, 'The Anon:ms was of the fame 
Mind, andiboth of them ſuppoſed nothing more could be faid in this-. 
matter againſt M. 4» Condom, it once this Oracle had but ſpoken. "This 
Oracle has now ſpoken ; this Oracle, I fay, which the whole Catholic 
Church hearkened to with ſo. much reſpect in- the very origine of Chri- -- 
ſtianity ; and the Anſwer it has given, = ſhexn, that v: hat this Prelate 4 
has faid, has nothing new, or to be ſuſpected in ir, nothing, in a word, ... A 
Which is not receiv'd throughout the whole Church. 

| Nay, this Queſtion being anſwered, all the others are in a manner in- - 
fenſtbly diſpatch. | | ' 

. M.deCondom held, the Catholic Doftrine was never rightly under- 4 
ftood by the pretended Reform'd ; and that the Authors of their Separa-+ 
tion . 
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 tion-had magnified the Objects to render them odious. What he faid, 
appears now molt certain, ſeeing it is manifeſt on the one ſtde, the Ex- 
. poſition propoſes to them the Catholic Faith, in its purity ; and on the ' 
. Other, that it appeared leſs ſtrange to them than they thought it was. 


Bur if they find their Pretended Reformers, to the end they might 


.animate them  a_ that Church, in which their Anceſtors ſerved God, 


and in which they themſelves received Baptiſm, were forced to fly to 


thoſe Calumnies which we ſee now are not maintainable, how can they 
.diſpenſe with themſelves if they ſearch not a new? And why are they 
not afraid to perſiſt in a Schiſm, which is manifeſtly founded upon falte 
Principles, in even.-the moſt principal points ? 


They believ?d, for example, they had good grounds to ſeparate from 


.the Church, under pretence, that whilſt ſhe taught the merit of good 


Works, ſhe deſtroy'd Free Juſtification, and that Confidence which a 


Chriſtian ought to have in FESUS CHRISTonly. 


Their breach was principally founded upon this Article. The Ano 
2yms thinks it —— to ſay, The Article concerning Fuſtification # one all 
of the chief, that gave occaſion to the Reformation. But M. Noguiers ſpeaks 
.more plainly. Thoſe (ſays he) mho were the Authors of our Reformation 
had reaſon to propoſe the Article of Fuſtificationgas the moſt principal ofall the 
reſt, and the moſtEſſential Foundation of their ſeparating.. At preſent then, 


ſeeing M. de Condom tells them, together with the whole Church, that ſhe * 


believes we cannot have Life, but .in Feſus Chriſt, im whom alone ſhe puts all 


ber Hope : That ſhe dsks all things, hopes all things, and gives thanks for all 


things, through our Lord FESUS CHRIST: and in fine, that ſhe places all 
the hopes. of Salvation in him: W hat would they have more ? 

The Church tells us, That all our Sins are pardon'd by pure Mercy through 
FESUS CHRIST, That we owe that Fuſtice which i in us, by the Holy Ghoſt, 
to hy free undeſerved liberality ; and that all our good Works which we do, 
are ſo many gifts of his Grace. The Author of this Expofation, who 
teaches this Nodirine, do's not teach it as his own; Gad forbid. He 
teaches ir as the clear and manifeſt DoCEtrine of the Council of Trent-; 
and the Pore approves his Book. After this ſhall it be again faid, Thar 
the Council of Trent, and the Roman Church overthrow Free Juſtifica- 
tion, and that truſt which the Faithful ought to repoſe in FESUS 
CHRFT alone? Is not this unſufferable? And it we ſhould hold our 
Tongues ? would not the Stones cry aloud, and proclaim us injur'd ? 

It muſt be alſo granted, as it was taken notice of in the Expoſition, 
that thoſe Diſputes which the Pretended Reform'd have raifed upon ſo 
capital a Point, are va NE pens nothing, not to ſay wholly refuted. 

| ey con(ider what the Anonymus has writ 

concerning the Merit of Good Works with the approbation of four 

Miniſters of Charentzon. We acknowledee (fays he) as in Fuſtice we muſt, 
that M, de Condom, and thoſe of the Roman Church, who hold = _ 
. , Orthodox 
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An. Advertiſement, 
Orthodox Opinions concerning Grace, expreſi themſelves almoſt in all thingy 
& we do. We agree with them in the main. But fince he promiſed us fo 
much Juſtice, he ought to have acknowledged, that M. de Condom , 
whom he makes here to be of 6 porno Sect, has not faid one 
word concerning the merit of Good Works, which is not taken from 
the Council. He faid, Eternal Life ought to be propoſed to the Children 
of Godz. both as a Grace which 1 mercifiilly promiſed to them by the means of 
our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, and as a Recompence which s faithfully rendred 
to their Good Works, and to their merits, in vertue of that Promiſe, He 
ſaid, That Merits are the gifts of God. He ſaid, We can do nothing of our 
ſelves, but that we cando all things with him who ſtrengthens us, and that 
our whole Confidence s in FESUS CHRIST. And the reſt, . which you 
may ſee in their proper place. By this means it is he has ſatisfied the 
Pretended Reforn'd, and made them fay, they agree with him in che 
main. Seeing therefore theſe Propoſitions are taken word by word from 
the Council, they cannot hereafter but — the Principal 
Subject of their complaints to be taken away, by the ſole propoſing the 
Decrees and proper Terms of 'a Council1o much hated and blamed 
amongſt them. 

Whar is it offends them moſt in the Satisfaftions which the Church 
exacts from the Faithfu], but only that they think Catholics look upon 
thoſe of FESUS CHRIST as unſutficient ? 'Will they deny their Cate= 
chiſms, and Confeſſions of Faith, to be grounded upon this foundati 
on ? What will they now lays when the Author of the Expoſition 
tells them, with the whole Church, That Feſas Chriſt, God and Man , 
gas ſolely capable by the infinite Dignity of hu Perſon, to offer up to God a 

Sufficient Satifation for our Sins : That thi SarisfaFtion is infinite ; That our 
Saviour has Payed the entire Price of our Redemption ; That nothing m wanting 
to thu Price, ſeeing it # infmite ; and that the Puniſhments reſervd, ſuffered 
in Pennance, come not 5 = defeF in the _ but from a certain 
Order, -which he has eſtabliſhed to reſtrain us, by juſt fears, and by a ſavin 
Diſcipline 2 Theſe and lod otherEx ceflions which make the hs 
»ymus fay, this. Author -Extenuates the Dodtrine of SatisfaQtion, and 
xeturns like the Dove to the Ark,are the pure Dodtrines of the Church, and 
of the Council of Trent, acknowledged for ſuch by the Pope himſelf. 
Why therefore will they make People believe the Church fooks upon 
that as an aid to the SatisfaGtions of Feſus Chriſt, which ſhe propoſes as 
a means only to apply it? And with what ſecurity of Conſcience 
could: the Pretended Refornyd, upon ſuch falſe ſuppoſitions, violate 
that Holy Unity, which FESUS CHRIST has ſo much recommended 
to his Church ? < 

They look upon our Sacrifice of the Altar with Horror, as if 
FESUS CHRIST were again put to Deathi upon it. What has the Au- 


. thor of the Expoſition done to dmiath this horror ſo unjuſt, but only 


repreſented 
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repreſented the DoCtrine of the Church faithfully? He: hastold' thene 
this Sacrifice is of fuch a nature, as it admits only a myſtical and 
Spiritual Death of our adorable Victim, who remains always _— 
and immortal ; and is fo far from diminiſhing the infinite Perteftion 
of the Sacrifice of the Croſs, It s eſtabliſhed only. to celebrate the rememe 
brance of it, aud to apply the Vertue. "The Anonymus aſſures us. upon this 


account, that M. de Condem, minces the Do&trine of the Catholic , 


- 


Church: And M. —_ allo aflures us, he has not expoſed the Fruth. 
And yet he has only tollowed the Doctrine of the Council, whoſe pro- 


er Terms he has made uſe of; and the whole Church approves. his ' 


polition, Who do's not therefore perceive how this. Doctrine 
appears to the Pretended Reform'd more moderateand agreeable, on- 
Iy becauſe they do not find thoſe Monſters in it, which they imagine 
to themſelves ? 

The Anonynus himſelf tells us, The Article of Invocation of Saints n one 
of: the maſt Eſſential in Religion. It is alfo one of thoſe, wherein M.. de 
Condom ſeems to him chiefly to ſoften the Dofrine of hy Church ; for he 
accuſes him of it no leſs than three times. But what has M. de Condom 
faid ? the ſame the Catechiſm of the Council of Trent ſaid, the fame the 
Council it ſelf, and- the Confetfion. of Faith drawn from it hasfaid, 
and the fame which all Catholics fay : That the Saints offer their Pray= 


ers for us ; Is what the Confeſſion of Faith fays: That they. offer them by . 


FESUS CHRIST; Is what the Council fays : Ina word, That we pray 
to them with: the fame Mind we pray to our Brethren, who are upon 
Earth with 1s, that ts, to Pray with us, and for us, to our Common Maſter, 
in the name of our Common Mediator, whois Feſus Chriſt. Behold what M. 
de Condom. has Extra&ted out of the Council, out of the Catechiſm, 
and aut of all the publick Acts of the Church, the reaſon his Doctrine 
has been ſo much approved. . 

This anſwer is ſufficient to ruine the very Grounds of thar horror, 
which the Pretended Reform'd have conceived againft our Do@rine. 

T heix Catechiſm accuſes us of Idolatry, becauſe, by that recourſe we have 
to Saints, we place one part of our Truſt in them, and givo to-rhem what God 
ba reſeru'd to himſelf. | . 

But onthe contrary, it. appears, that when: we pray to- Saints, we 
Pray. to them, only; to. pray for us; a kind of a, which by its 
own Nature, is. far from being r=ferved'to himſelf by God,. who isan 
independent Being, that it can never be addrefsd to him. 


And if. this form of Prayer, Pray for us, diminiſhed the truſtwe have. 


in God, it would be nole condemnable to uſe it to the living, than 
to the dead ; and St. Pau! would not have faid ſo often Brethren Pray for 
#5. The whole Scripture is full of Prayers of this Nature. | 
| But (fays their. Confeffion: of Faith) this is to. overthrow the Me- 
Gationof 7. C.. who commands us toretire our ſelves in privats, and to pray 
F. 
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te bzs Father #m his Name. How can any one imagine this, ſeeing nei- 
ther the Saints, whoare in Heaven,nor the Faithful upon Earth, make 
interceffions by and through themſelves, or in' their own Names; bur 
only :in the Name of Feſus Chriſt, as all Catholics teach with the 
Council? 

Thus the Catholic Church has only to declare, as ſhe do's, her 
intention never was to demand any thing of 'the Saints, but their 
humble Prayers in the name of Feſus Chriſt, of like Nature with thole 
the Faithful offer up for one another upon Earth ; theſe few Words 


" will convince for ever the pretendedly Retorm'd, of having born her a 


molt unjuſt hatred. 7; 

But M. Neguier declares, Let M. de Condom ſay what he will , he will 
never be perſwaded, the Roman Church has no other intention (when ſhe tells 
us, it is Profitable to inwvocate the Saints) but that we ſhould nsk them 
the aſſiftance of their Prayers, as we do thoſe of the Faithful, who live > 
mongſt us, But what will he fay, now he ſees the Roman Church fo 
vichly approve what M. de Condom had in effect only gathered from 
the Univerſal belief of thoſe in Communion with her? But why then, adds 
M. Noguier, Do Catholics ask,not only the Prayers, but the Atd, .Protefion , 
and Succour of the bleſſed Virgin, and of the Saints? As if that were not 
a kind of Aid, Succour , and Proteftion, to recommend the miſerable 
to him, who alone can comfort them. Such is the prote&tion we 
may receive from the Bleſſed Virgin and from the Saints. It is not a 
ſmall Succour to be aided by therr Prayers, ſeeing they are at theſame 
time ſo humble, {6 pleaſing, and fo efficacious. But why ſhould we 
argue about words, where the thing is .ſo evident? The Expoli 


manifeſt, that in what Terms ſoever the Prayers we offer to the Saints be 
couched, the Intention of the Church, and of the Faithful always reduces 
them to thi Form, .PRAY FOR US. No matter. for. that, the Miniſters 
will never believe it. They muſt then raze out of their Catechiſm,and 
their Confeflion of Faith, theſe accufations of Idolatry, with which 
they are filled; they muſt retrench in their Sermons ſo many bloody 
Inveives, which have no other Grounds, and this they cannot reſolve 
on; and let us make what Declarations we can of our Minds, they will 
neither believe the Council, nor its Catechiſm, nor our Confeſſion of 
Faith, nor the Biſhops, nor the Pope | himſelf. Ber 27 


ft 
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. produces to theſe Miniſters moſt certain 'Teftimonies, by which it's 


Expoſ:. p. 6, 


It is not neceſlary to repeat here what is faid in-the Expoſition as Exp. p 6. 7: 


_ to other objeCtions, and principally as to that where | they accuſe the 


Church of attributing to Saints a Divine Knowledge and Power, whilſt 
ſhe teaches, they can neither know nor. do any thing of t lves. 
But the accuſation of Idolatry has another Foundation, which they 
accuſe M. de Condom to have palliated as well. as the others, And rt 
1s theArticle concerning Images, c—_ neverthel&s [he has ;ſarchad 
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- _ Palliations, but to expoſe faithfully the meaning of the 
urc 

There needs no more than this to make the very Suſpition of Idolatry 
to vaniſh, according to the TR of the Pretended Reform'd ; and 
they need only in this compare the Doctrine of their own Catechiſm 
with that of the Council of Trenz, repreſented in the Expoſition. 

Their Catechiſm upon this Commandment. Thou ſhale not make to 
thy ſelf any Graven Image, Asks whether God forbids the making of any 
'Tmage ? And the anſwer is, No, but that God forbids only the making of a- 
ny Image whereby to _— God or to adore it, Behold the two things 
which they think forbidden in this Precept of the Decalogue. 

It may be they will do us the Juſtice to believe we do not pretend to 
repreſent God, and that, if they ſee in ſome Pictures God the Father 
Painted in that form which he was pleafed fo often to appear in to his 
Prophets, we pretend no more to derogate from his Inviſible and 
Spiritual Nature , than he himſelf when he exibited himſelf under that 
form. The Council explicates ſufficiently to them upon this account, 
that we pretend not thereby to repreſent or expreſs the Divinity, or to. give it 
any Colours ; and I think I ſhould do them an injury in proceeding to a 
clearer Proof. Oe 

Let us paſs to the Second part of their Do&trine, - and let us Learn + 
from their Catechiſms what form of Adoration #5 condemned. To Proſtrate 
ones ſelf, ſays the Anſwer, before an Image, to pray to it, to bow the Knee 
before it, or ſhew ſome other ſign of reverence, as if God exhibited himſelf 
there to us. This is.1n f-& the 'Errour of the Gentiles, and the 
proper Character of Idolatry. But they who believe, withthe Coun- 
cil, That Images. have neither Divinity nor Vertue in them, for which they 
ought to be reverenced, and who: place all the benefit, in their recalling 
the Originals to our remembrance, do not belteve that God in them 
exhibits himſelf to them. It is not therefore Idolatry, by the conſent of 
the Pretended Reform?*d,. and according to the proper Definition of 
their Catechiſm. 

The Anownus ſeems to have been ſenfible of this 'T ruth in; that 
Place, where objecting this commandment of the Decalogue, he ſays, 
that God forbids ro make Images, and to m_ them. He ts in the right. 
The words. of the Precept are expreſs, and the Fmages there fpoken of 
are thoſe which are forbidden to-be made as well as to be: worſhipped. 
That is to fay, according to the explication of his Catechiſm, thoſe 
which are made to repreſent God, and thoſe which are made to ſhow him 

eſent, and which are worſhipped with the fame intention as full of 
Fo Divinity. We neither make nor ſuffer any of this nature. Wedo 
fiot Worſhip Images ; God forbid: But we make uſe of Images,. to 
put us in mind of the Originals. Our Council, ſo odious to the Pre- 
tended Reformi'd Church, teaches us no other uſe of them ; Is this then 


enough 


An Advertiſement. 
enough to make them ſay, as that Church doth in her own Confeſſion 


24 


of Faith, that all ſorts of Idolatry are in vogue in Yhe Roman Church? Is it Art. 28, 
for this her Diſcipline calls us 1dslaters, and our Religion Idolatry ? Diſc.art.1 1.13. 
Without doubt chey repreſent to themſelves other things than our Art. iv. 2. 


Doctrine, when-they give us the name of GentiJes: They believe we 
follow their abominable Errors,. and that we believe as they did, that 
God ſhews himſelf to us in thoſe Images. 

Had it not been for theſe mortal Prejudices, had it not been for 
theſe horrid Idea's which-they frame to themſelves of the ſentiments of 
the Church, Chriſtians could never have imagined it ſo deteſtable a 
crime .to kiſs the Croſs in remembrance of him who bore our Iniqui- 
tics upon the wood, nor that ſo ſimple and natural a manifeſtation of 
thoſe ſentiments of tenderneſs, which that Pious Object excites in our. 
hearts ought to make us regarded as it we Adored Baa!, or the Golden. 
Calves of Samaria. 

During this ſtrange preoccupation. of the Pretended Reform'd, . this 
Treatiſe of the Expoſition might well appear to them (which really 
in effect it did).a Book full of Arrtifice , Thich did nothing but exte- 
nuate the Sentiments of Catholics. . But now when they ſee clearly. all 
the Artifice of this Book is toſeparate the Dodtrines which they. have 
1mputed to the Church, from thoſ which ſhe profeſſes, that all the. 
mitigations he makes in Do&trine, is that he has taken off that hideous. 
Maſque which the Miniſters had put upon it: Let them confeſs this 
Church was not worthy of ſo much horror, as they had for her, and. 
that at leaſt ſhe deſerves to be heard. 

Neither the Pope, nor the See Apoſtolic ought to.be hereafter ac-- 


cuſed of diminiſhing that adoration which is due to God, nor thart.. 


confidence which: a Chriſtian ought to eſtabliſh in. his ſole goodneſs. 
through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Ae they: ſee, without farther ſearch,. 
this Treatiſe of the Expoſition, which is made only to explicate theſe. 
two 'Truths, has received at Rome- and-from the Pope himſelf ſo Au- 
thentic an Approbation. | ; 

Aﬀeer this they will certainly be aſhamed' of that Title which they 
give the Pope. No one can think on it without horror, nor hear: 
without aſtoniſhment,. that the Pretended Reforny'd, who boaſt to fol-- 
low Scripture word for word, when the Apoſtle St. Fohn, who has alone. 
named Antichriſt, tells us three or four times that Antichriſt is. he mho 
denies that Feſus Chriſt is come in fleſh, . dare ſo. much as think that 
he,who teaches: ſo fully the wy of Feſus Chriſt, that is to fay ,. 
his Divinity,. his Incarnation, the ſuperabundanee. of his Merits, the 
neceſſity of his Grace, and that abſolute confidence we,muſt have in it, . 
ſhould nevertheleſs be that Antichriſt diſcribed by. tKe Apoſtle. 

But it is objeted againlt the Popes, that they are that wicked Perſon 
that man of Iniquity who ha; ſeated himſelf in the Temple of God ; ee 

Mm 


1 Joh 2:22, 


2 Thc, 2. 34 


An Advertiſement. 
himſelf adored as God:; They who -confefs themſelves not only "mortd! 
men, but ſinners, who pray every day with the reſt of the Faithful, 
. Forgive us our offences, and who never approach the Altar withour 
Confefling of their fins,and without ſaying in the moſt effential part of 
. the Holy Sacrifice; they hope for eternal life, not by their own Merits, 
but through the Bounty of God in the Name of our -Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

*T'is true, they maintain that Primacy which Feſus Chriſt has given 
them in the Perſon of St. Peter ; but it is by That they adyance the 
Work of -Feſus Chriſt himſelf, the Work of Charity. and Concord, 
which would never have been perfe&ly accompliſhed, if the Univerſal 

. Church and all the Epiſcopal Order had not one Head of Eccleliaſtical 
| Government upon Earth, to-make the Merabers a&t in concurrence, 
.and accompliſh in the whole Body the + gray of Unity ſo much 
recommended by the Son-of God. Ir is juſt as much as nothing to 
anſwer, that the Church has her true Head in Heaven, who Unices 
her by animating her with his Holy Spirit :*Who doubts of it! But who 
do's not know this Holy Spirit, who diſpoſes all things with as much 
fweetneſs as efficacy, knowretfo-how to prepare exterior means propor- 
tionable:to his defigns? The Holy Ghoſt both teaches and governs us 
interiorly -: Therefore he eſtabliſhes Paſtors and teachers to Act exteri- 
orly. The Holy Ghoſt Unites the Body of the Church and the Eccleſi- 
aſtical Government : Therefore it is he places at the head a common 
Father, and a Principal Diſpenſer,who may Govern the whole Family. - 
of 'Feſus Chriſt, We call hereto witneſs the Conſciences of thoſe of 
the Pretended Reform'd Religion. In this unfortunate age, when f6 
: many wicked Sets endeavour by little and little to undermine the 
. Foundations of Chriſtianity, -and believe it enough only to name Feſzs 
Chriſt to introduce indifferency in Religion, and manifeſt imptety into 
: the Boſom of the Church, Who ſees not the neceflity of a Paſtor,who 
may watch over hisflock, and, authorized from above, encite. all others 
whole vigilance tnight {lacken? Lerthem in reality tell us, if it be not 
the Socinians, the Anabaptiſts, the Independents, thoſe who under the 
name of Chriſtian Liberty would eſtabliſh indifferency in Religions,and 
ſo many other pernicious Sets, which they condemn as well as we, who 
fly with the greateſt impetuoſity againſt St. Peters Chair, and cry loudeſt 
-thathis Authority is T'yrannical ? '] do not wonder art it : Thoſe who 
would divide the Church, or ſurpriſe her, fear nothing more than to 
ſee-her March againſt them like a well ranged Army under one Head. 
Let us not raiſe a- quarrel with any, let 'us only reflect whence come 
thoſe Books, wherein theſe dangerous Licenſes, and Antichriſtran Doc- 
trines are taught : Atleaſt none can deny bur the See of Rome, by the 
very Conſtitution of it, is incompatible with thefe Novelties ; and if we 
.could -not know by the Goſpel that the-Primacy of this See is neceflary 
: for us, Experience it {lf would convince us of 'it. Moreover,” we muſt 
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' An Advertiſement: 
not be aſtoniſhed if this Author of the- Expoſtton;, . who places the 
effential Authority of this See in thoſe things wherein all Catholic 


Schools , hath been approved without - Fhe Chair of 
St. Peter ſtands in need of no diſputing ; what all Catholics acknow- 


ledge without conteſtation, ſuffices to maintain that Power which was - 


given to it for edification, and not for deſtruction. The Pretended 


Reform'd ſhould. hereafter give way nomore to thoſe. vain. Phantoms 
with which they are frighted. What do's it profit them to ſearch 1n 


Hiſtories for the Vices of Popes ? When, if what they meet with there 


ſhould be true, do's the V.ices of Men deſtroy-the Inftitution' of Feſus.- 
Chriſt, and the Priviledge of St. Peter ? Shall the Church: riſe in .Re--- 


bellion againſt a Power which maintains her Unity, under — ou 
gher- 


ſome have abus'd it ? Chriſtians are accuſtomed to reaſon upon 
and more true Principles, and know that God is able to maintain his 


Works in the midft of all the Evils which accompany humane Frailty. 
We do then conjure thoſe of the Pretended Reforni'd: Religion, by: 


that Charity, which is. God himſelf, by the Name of Chriſtian, whi 
is common to us both, not to Judge of the Doctrine of our Church, by 


what they hear in their Sermons or Read in-their Books, where-marny- 


times theheat-of diſpute, and Prevention (not to mention any -other) 


make things to be frequently otherwiſe repreſented then they are ; but to. - 


hearken to this Ex 
reality, which conf 


ſition of the Catholic Doctrine. 


not fo much indiſputing, as in icating clear- 


It isa work in - 


ly our Belief; In which to fee how plainly the Author has proceeded, 


we need only conſider his deſign. 
He promiſed in the very beginning, .. 
1. Topropaſe the true Tenets of the Catholic Church, and: to d;/- 
tingiuſh them: from. thoſe which are falſely imputed to her. 
2. Tothe end no one ſhould doubt but that he faithfully propoſed 
the true Sentiments of the Church, he promiſed to:take them from the 
Council: of Trent, where. the: Church has: ſpoken decifively upon. the 


things in queſtion. fs 
to propoſe to. the /Pretended Reforn'd not all points 


3. He:-promiſe 
in general, but thoſe which cauſed the greateſt ſeperation betwixt them and 


Exp, p-'1s- 


. Exp. p.:8-. - 


Exp. p. Zo - 


by on ow properly, thoſe. whick: they”. made-the occaſion of . 
breach. 


their 

4 He promiſed: that what he ſaid, to: maks the Degifions of ebs Council 
more intelligible, ſhould' be: approved: of in:the Church, and: maniftf ly. conform- 
able to the Doftrine of the ſame Council. © - 
_ Allthis isplain and juſt. And, in the firſtplace, no body can think 
16 ſtrange, we ſhould ditin uifh' the Churches Tenets from theſe which 
are falſely imputed to her. When Perſons are animated meaſure, 


great diſputes, there is nothing rmore.natural nothing niore: 


=—_—— 


"Exp. pe.2=- 
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for-want of a right underſtanding, and when-ſtrange prejudices move. 
| Saritible, | 


F 
{ 
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then to explicate matters clearly. The Holy Fathers practiſed a way 

fraudleſs and calm like this, to ſet men right again. Whilit the Ariansand 

Semi=Arians decryed the Symbol of Nice, andthe Confubſtanriality of the 

Son, by the falſe Idea's they fixed upon them, Sr. Athanaſius and Sr. Hilaris 

'$.H8. tb. ds the two molt illuſtrious defenders of the Nicene Faith, repreſented to 
Gn. © themthe true Senſeofthe Councils: And Sr. Hiarius faid tothem : Let us 
7 : both together condemn falſe Interpretations, but not deſtroy the certainty of Faith» 
The Word Conſubſtantial may be miſunderſtood : Let us reſolve how we may 

rightly underſtand it=We may lay down the true ſtate of Faith betwixt usgif we do 

nt overthrow what has been rightly eſtabliſhed, but remove miſ<underſtandings. 

-Ir is Charity it ſelf which dictates ſuch words, and ſuggeſts ſuch means 

to reunite our minds, We-may fay the ſame to theſe of the Pretended 

Reformyd Religion : If the Merit of Good Works, if Prayers addrefled 

to Saints, if theEuchariſt, if the humble fatisfaCtions of Penitents,who en- 

, deavour to appeaſe the wrath of God involuntarily revengingupon 
themſelves by Laborious Exerciſes his offended Juſtice, if the —_ we 
uſe ofa Tradition which claims its Origin from the firſt Ages,for want of 

being rightly underftood offend you ; 'T'he Author of the Expoſition of- 

fers himſelf togive you the plain and natural explication of them, which 

the Church has always faithfully conſerv'd. He fays nothing of his own, he 

alledges not particular Authors; and to the end he may not be ſuſpected 

of changing the Tenets of the Church, he uſes the proper "Terms of the 

Council of Trent, where ſhe has explicated her ſelf upon theſe matters in 

gueſtion : what can there be more rational ? 


This was the Second thing he promiſed,and he has in this only folloy. 


ed the Example of the Pretended Reforn'd.They complain as well as we, 

| their Do&trines are not rightly underſtood ; and the means they propoſe 

? to come to a true knowledg of them, is not different from that which M. 
Concluſio Syno- de Condom makes uſe of, 'Their Synod of Dor: requires that none judge of 
ai Dordrac.in the Faith of their Churches from Calummies picked up here and there,or paſſages 
Sputgy. Conf ff of particular Authors,” which are: often. falſely *—__ or wreſted to a ſenſe con 
? , 
Gench P42 from the the Declaration of their Orthadox Dofrine unanimouſly made in this 


Synod. | A 
The Faith then of a Church muſt be learnt from its publick Definiti- 


ons, and not from Private Authors,who may be falſely quoted, miſ-under- 


Rood, and may alſo themſelves miFexplicate the Sentiments of their 
Religion. Upon whichaccount ir will be only neceſſary, that, to expound 
ours to the” Projended Reforn'd, we produce the Deciſtons of the Coun- 
al of Trent. - : | 7. 
'T know the very name of this Council offends th6ſe of the Reforma- 
tion, and the Anommus often ſhews his ill humour againſt it. But what 
do his Inve&tives avail him? We go not here about to juſtihe the Council, 
I ſuffices for this Author of the Expoſition, that Dafting of this 
- Counc 


trary to their Intentions ; but from the Confeſſions cf Faith of _- Churches,and - 


 rook the SubjeR of their Separation. And to ſhew it was a deliberate Exprefſt- 


- An Advertiſement. 15 
Council is Univerfally received, withour Conteſtation , 'through the ; 


- whole Catholic Church, and-that ſhe admits of no other Deciſions, in 


theſe matters of Controyerſie, but of this Council. 

The Pretended Reform'd have always endeavoured to have thefe | 
Deciſions thought ambiguous, and the Anonymus reproaches us alſo with | 
their being capable of a double or triple Senſe. Thoſe who hayenot read An, p, 11, 12, 
this Council,unleſs it were in the Invectives of their Miniſters,and inthe 
Hiſtory of Fra. Paul, the declared Enemy of it, believe them ſuch : But 
one word will Satisfie them. It is very true there was ſome Points the 
Council would not decide, and they were thoſe concerning which there 
was no ſettled Tradition, and which were diſputed of inthe Schools; It 
was but Reaſonable they ſhould be left undecided : But for thoſe ir has 
decided, it has ſpoken fo preciſely, that amongſt ſo many Decrees of this 
Council produced in the Expoſition, the Aronymus could not find ſo much 
as one,in which there was this double or triple Senſe he objects againſt us. 

In effect, It is but reading them, and one ſhall ſee how they have nor 
any ambiguity, and that it is impoſlible for men to explicate themſelves 
more clearly. 
| We may put the Expoſition it ſelf to the ſame Teſt, and judge by 
that, wn; the Anonmus had reaſon to upbraid the Author of this 
Expoſition with thoſe rambling and general Terms in which (ſays he) he 4. 
entanglingly wraps up the moſt dificul matters. | OO 

The third thing the Author of the Expoſition promiſed, was to treat 
of thoſe matters which gave occaſion to the Seperatson. 'This is preciſely what 
ought to be.done. There is no one who knows not that in diſputes there 
are always ſome certain -principal points upon' which mens mindsare 
fixed. Ir is to theſe a perſon mult apply himſelf who would make ir his 
buſineſs to end or appeaſe thoſe Conteſts. Thus did the Author of the 
Expoſition, who in - pn beginning declared to the Pretended Re- 
form'd, that he would expound to them thoſe Points from which th 


Rep. p 12. 


Exp. p. 2. 


on, he again declares theſame at the latter end, chat to keep himſels fixed Expo. p. 43: 
to gpbat is principal, he omitted ſome queſtions which they of the Pretended 
Reformid Religion did not look, upon as a lawful Subje of ſeparation. - 

He has kept his word moſt faithfully, and the Titles alone of the 
Expoſition 'will make it. appear, how he has not omitted any one of 
thoſe Principal Articles. 

So.that the Anomw ſhould not have accuſed M. de Condom of having AVErt. p. 22+ 
ſome ſele Terms to avoid the difficulties which give him the moſt trouble ; of 
leaving many queſtions untouched, and making haſte to that of the Euchariſt, 
where he thought he could enlarge himſelf with leſs diſadvantage. | " | Repl. p. 168, 

What an Tdea would he give us of this Book of the Expoſition ! Butt 
deſtroys it ſelf. Every one ſees it was M. de Condomrs bulineſs to enlarge 
himſelf upon that point of the Euchariſt, not becauſe he thought he 

Cc y BE: 


could 
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could do it with leſs diſadvantage, but becauſe this point is 1n reality.the 
moſt difficult, and full of great queſtions. So that it will appear he has 
treated theſe matters with leſs or greater ſcope, according as they ap- 
pear'd leſs or more embroiling, not to him, bur to thoſe, for whom he 
writes. And if it be true that he lays aſide thoſe difficulties which give him 
the moſt trouble, it muſt be allow'd, thoſe which give him the leall, are 
in realiry thoſe which are the moſt eſſential, and thoſe in which the Pre- 
tended Refornyd always thought themſelves: the moſt ſecure. He has 
treated of the worſhip due to God, of Prayers to Saints,of the Honor we 
render to them, as allo to their Images and Reliques. He has ſpoken of 
juſtifying Grace, of the Merit of Good Works,of the neceflity of Works 
of Satisfa&tion, of Purgatory, of Indulgences, of Sacramental Confeſſion 
and Abſolution, of the Real Preſence of the Body and Blood of our Sa- 


\ viour inthe Euchariſt, of that Adoration which is therein due to him, of 


Tranſubllantiation, and the Sacrifice of the Altar, of Communion under 
one Species, of the Authority of 'T radition and that of the Church,of the 
Divine Inſtitution of the Popes Primacy, where he has in one word ex- 

lained what isto be believed of Epiſcopacy. He has expounded all theſe 

ifficulties,and there needs only a little honeſty to grant he has been fo far 
from avoiding difficulties, as the Anonymus would have it thought, that 
he has principally applyed himſelf to thoſe which the Pretended Reform'd 
find the greateſt. The Anonymus tells us himſclf the Invocation of Saints is ons 
of the moſt eſſential Articles of Religion ; and at the ſame time he adds,this 
#5 one of thoſe upon which M. de Condom has been moſt prolix. W hat points 
are more ly treated in the Expolition than thoſe of the Euchariſt 
and the Sacrifice, that of Images, of Merit, of Good works, of Satisfa- 
Ction ? and is it not in theſe the Pretended Refornr'd find the greateſt diffi- 
culties ? In fine, we will ask even themſelves, whether it be not true,that 
if they were fatisfied in all thoſe points treated of in the Expoſition, the 
would not any longer heſitate to embrace the Faith of the Church ? It 1s 
therefore certain, the Author has treated all thoſe Capital points upon 
which both of us agree the greateſt difficulties move. Nay more,. 
he has always ſounded the dithculty to the very bottom applying 
himſelf chiefly, according to his firſt promiſe,to thoſe parts where - x Ca- 
tholic Do&trine is accuſed to ſtrike at the Foundations of Faith and Chri- 
ſtian Piety. It is not therefore to avoid difficulties,he has left ſome queſti- 
ons untouched which are but Conſequences and fuller Explications of 
thoſe which he has handled ; or ar leaſt, are ſuchas diſturb no body : Bur, 
on the contrary, he has done it that he might apply himſelf with 
leſs diſtraftion to the chief difficulties upon which depend the Deciſion 
of our Contrgverlics. 

The Author of the Expoſition has been no leſs Faithful in performance 
of his fourth promiſe, which was to affirm nothing,to make the Council 
better underſtood , which was not manifeſtly. conformable v0 it, and ap- 
proved of in the Church, The 


An Advertiſement. T9 
The 4nonynu looks upon theſe words, and all the deſign of the Ex- 
poktion, as a Teſtimony which ſhows the Dofrine of the Roman Church (the An rep. p. 11 
explained ſo clearly, and decided in the Council of Trent) to be na yet ſo clear, 
> 3 but that it needs an explication. 2 £ 
z M M. Noguier ſeems allo to draw the ſame Conſequence, and they have Nog. p. 39,40. 
x ' both of them looked upon the Expoſition as an Explication which the 
obſcurity of the Council ſtood in need of. | E8F-2 | 
; But we know how the obſcurity of a Deciſton, eſpecially in matters of 
Faith, is not always that which makes it be taken in a wrong ſence: it is 
a preoccupation of mind, the ardour of-diſpute, the heat of Perfons en- 
.  — gaged, which make them not underſtand one another, and often attribure 
| to anadverfary what he believes the leaſt. So that when the Author of the 
Expoſition propoſes the Deciſtons of the Council of Trent to the'Pre- 
7 tended Reform'd, and adds what may. be uſeful ro remove thoſe Impreſſi- 
ons which hinder them from underſtanding them aright, they ought not 
to conclude from thence that the Deciſions are Ambiguous, bur only 
that nothing is ſo well digeſted, nor ſo clear but may be underſtood amils, 
when prejudice and pathon interpoſe. : © 2, 
To what purpoſe then do M. Noguier and the' Anonymus objeCt tothe an. p. 10. 
: Authorofthe Expolitionthe Bull of Pope Pius LV. Thedefign of the Ex- Nog. p. 40- 
F= poſition has nothing of thoſe Glofſes and Commentaries which with great 
reaſon this Pope Condemned. For what did thoſe Cornmentators and 
Gloſlars, eſpecially thoſe who have writ Gloſſes upon the Laws ? what 
did they for the moſt part bur fill the margents with their own imaginati- 
ons, which moſt commonly ſerve only to confound the Text, and which 
notwithſtanding they. give: for the 'Texr it ſelf ?*\Let us add, that, for 
. the conſervation of Unity, this Pope was obliged nor to pertnit every Do- 
Etor to propoſe Deciſions upon doubts which ſucceeding tinie and vain ſub- 
tilties might give birth to. Nor. has any thing of this nature been done 
in the Expoſition. Ir is one thing to interpret what is obſcure and doubt- 
ful, another to propoſe what is car, and ro make uſe of it to remove 
falſe impreſſions. The laſt is what the Author of the Expoſition, has en- 
deavour'd preciſely. And if he: _ has added fome of his own Reflections 
to the Deciſionsof this Council, to make them more intelligible to thoſe 
People who would never look upon them without prejudice, it is becauſe 
their preoccupation had need of ſuch an affiſtance. | | 
But why ſhould we ſpeak any more of a thing which is clear enough ? 
We have in few words given a certain method to enlighten the under- 
ſtandings of thoſe whoare the moſt zealous ro maintain this ambiguity Z 
of the Council. They need only read in this Expoſition its Decrees 
whichare there produced, and convince themſelves by their own eyes. 
The moſt important thing here, is, that the Author of the Expoſition 
was not deceiv'd when he promiſed what he ſhould fay, for the better 
underſtanding of thjs Council, ſhould be manifeſthy of the ſame opiclty 
| an 
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.and approved of in theChurch. The matter is 1n it ſelf clear, and the 
' -following Approbations will make it apparent, ADE 1:7 
It —_ not therefore be ſupposgd henceforwards that the Sentiments 
explained in this Work, are the qualifying or the extenuating thoughts jof 
' One man ;' but the Common Doctrine which we ſee 1s, for this reaſon, 
An. p. 2. &c, Univerfally approved. It will not therefore avail M. Nogwiers nor the 
Nog. p. 38,c. Anonymu any thing after this, either to object to us thoſe Practices which 
they call general, or the particular opinion of Doftors. For without ex- 
amining theſe unneceſfary things, it fuffices in one word to ſay, that thoſe * 7 
Pra&tices and Opinions, be they what they will, which are not found to | 
be conformable to the intent and Deciſions of the Council, are nothing 
Exp. p.22 to Religion, nor to the body of the Catholic Church, nor ought by con- 
Daille Apol. ſequence, asthe-Pretended Reform'ddo themſelves avouch, to give the 
C. 6, leaſt -pretence to ſeparate from -us, becauſe no one is obliged either to 
Nog. p.3: approveor follow them. | 
But, ſay they, thoſe abuſes ought to be ſuppreſſed: as if one of the 
Ways to ſuppreſs them were not to ſhew the truth in its purity without 
prejudice to the other means, with which Prudence and Zeal may inſpire 
the Biſhops. As for the remedy of Schiſm _ by the pretended 
Reformers, if it were not deteſtable in it ſelf, the 'miſeries which it has 
cauſed, and do's at preſent cauſe throughout Chrittendom, would give 
us a horrourof it. | , | 
I will not here reproach the pretended Reform'd with the abuſes 
which areamongſt them. "This work of Charity do's not permit fuch like 
Recriminations. It ſuffices I advertiſe them that to attaque us in reality, 
they muſt cumbat, not thoſe abuſes which we Condemn as well as they, 
but the Do&rines which we maintain. But if, in examining them more 
narrowly, they find, they give not ſcope enough to their Invectives, they 
ought at laſt to acknowledge, we have reaſon to tell them the Faith 
which we profeſs is leſs worthy of blame than they believ'd it was. - 
It remamsar preſent, that we beg of God to grant they may read a b 
Work without bitterneſs, which is publiſhed only to inſtruct them. The = 
Succeſs is in his Hands who alone can touch the Heart. He knows the Li- * 
mits he has fixt to the —_— of Errour, and' the. Miſeries of his affli- 8 
Qed Church, by the loſs of fo great a number of her Children. But we , 
cannot hinder our ſelves from hoping ſome great effes towards the re- "7 
uriton of Chriſtians, under a Pope, who exerciſes ſo pouly, and with ſo 
perfect a Zeal, free from Intereſt, the moſt holy Function in the World ; 
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and under a King, who prefers before all the Conqueſts that have en- 
nog his Kingdom, thoſe that -might gain him his own Subjects to 
e Church, 
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SE C > &  Hhalarthp & {V2 
The Deſign of this Treatiſe. | 


Fter a-Conteſtation, for above an Age, with thoſe of the 
Pretended Reform'd Religion ; Matters from whence 
uy took the ground of their Separation ought to be 
ſufticiently cleared, and their minds diſpoſed to a right: 
conception” of the Sentiments of the Catholic Church. 
So that to me nothing ſeems more proper, then to pro- 

ſe her Tenets plainly, and ſimply, and to diſti guiſh them right 
om thoſe which have been falſely imputed to her. In effe&, I have, 

upon ſeveral occaſions , taken notice, that the Averſion which theſe 
entlemen have to moſt of our Sentiments, is grounded upon ſome falſe 

7 Ided's, which they have formed to themſelves, concerning them ; orelſe 

upon ſome certain words, which. are ſo offenſive to them, that the 

immediately ſtop there, and never comeſo far as to conſider the groun 
of things. Upon which account, I thought nothing could be more be- 
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All Fundamental Articles of Chriſtianity 


neficial, then to explicate tothem what the Church has defined in the 
Council of Trent concerning thoſe points, which keep them at fartheſt 
diſtant from us; without medling with that which they are accuſtomed 
to obje& either againſt particular DoCtors, or againſt thoſe Tenets 
which are neither neceſſarily, nor univerſally received. For all Parties 
agree, and M. Daille himſelf is of this Opinion, that z# 3s a very unrea- 
ſonable thing to attribute the Sentiments of particular Perſons to a whole body ; 
and he adds, that no ſeparation ought to be but upon the account of 
Articles authenticly eſtabliſhed, ro the belief and obſervance of which 
all Perſons are obliged. I will not meddle then with any thing bur 
the Decrees of the Council of Trent ; becauſe in them the Church has 


oma her Decifion upon theſe matters now in agitation : And what I - 


ll ay for the better —— thoſe Deciſions, ſhall be what 
1s approved of in the Church, and manifeſtly appear conformable 
to the Doctrine of this Council. 

This Expoſition of our Doftrine will produce two good efteCts. The 
f:rſt, that many diſputes will wholly vamiſh, becauſe it will appear they 
are only grounded upon ſome erroneous explications of our belief. The 
Second, that thoſe Jiſputes, which remain, will not appear, according 
tothe Principles of the pretended Reform'd, ſo Capital, as at firſt they 
endeavoured to Repreſent them ;z and that , according to the fame 
++" they contain nothing any ways injurious to the grounds of 
Faith. 


_—_ 


SECT. IL 


Thoſe of the Pretended Reform'd Religion acknowledg, That 
the Catholic Charch embraces af the Fundamental Artie 
cles of the Chriſtian Religion. | 


A Nd to begin with the Fundamental and Principal Articles of Faith 5 
£ A. theſe Gentlemen of the Pretended Reform'd Religion muſt of 


_— acknowledg "they are believed and profeſſed in the Catholic 


If they will have them to confiſt in believing we muſt adore one onl 
God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and that we muſt put our tru 
in God alone, through his Son, who became man, was Crucifed, and 
roſe again for us; they know in their Conſciences we profeſs this 
Dod&trine : And if they add thoſe other Articles which are comprehended 


an the Apoſtles Creed; they do not doubr alſo but we receive them all | 


without exception, and have a pure and true knowledge of them. 
_ M. Daillehaswrita Treatiſe, intituled Faith founded upon the Scriptures, 
za which after having. :expoſed all rhe Articles of Faith held by th 


Pretended | 
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acknowledged to be profeſt by the Romaniſts. 
Pretended Reform'd Churches, he tells us, they are beyond all conteſtation ; 
that the Roman Church profeſſes to believe them ; that in reality they do net 
bold all our Opinions, but that me hold all their Articles of Faith. 

This Miniſter then cannot, unlefs he deſtroy his own Faith, deny but 
that we believe all the Principal Articles of the Chriſtian Religion. 

Burt tho* M. Daille had not granted thus much, the thing is manife {| 
in it ſelf, andall the world knows, that we believe all thoſe Articles 
which Proteſtants call Fundamental ; fo that {incerity itſelf demands 
a ſhould without diſpute grant, us not to have really reje&ted any 
of them. 

The Pretended Reform'd, who ſee the advantages we may draw from 
this acknowledgment, are defirous to deprive us of them, by ſaying that 
we deſtroy thoſe Articles, by interpoſing others contrary to them.'This 
1s what « hw endeavour to perſwade by Conſequences drawn from our 
Doctrine ; but the ſame M. Daille(whoſe authority I alledge once more, 
not ſo much to convince them by the "Teſtimony of one of their moſt 
Learned Miniſters, as becauſe what he ſays is in it ſelf evident) tells 
them whar they ought to think of ſuch kind of Conſequences, ſuppoſin 
ill ones might be drawn from our DoEtrine. See what he writes in his 
Letter to M. Mong/at, uponaccount of his Apology. Altho* the Opinion 
of the Lutherans as well as that of Rome do's, according to us , infer the 
deſtruftion of the Humanity of JESUS CHRIST), yet this Conſequence 
caynot be attributed to them without Calumny, ſeeing they do formally rejeFt ie. 

There is nothing more eflential to the Chriſtian Religion, then the 
reality of the Human Nature in JESUS CHRIST: And yet tho? 
the Lutherans hold a DoEtrine, from whence is inferr*d the deſtruction 
of this Capital verity, by Conſequences, which the Pretended Reform'd 
judge evident ; yet they have not ſcrupled to offer to Communicate with 
them; becauſe their Opinion has no Poyſon in t, as M. Daille tells us in 
his Apology ; And their National Synode, held at Carenton 163 1, admits 
them to the Holy Table, upon this ground, that they agree in the principal 
and Fundamental points of Religion, It is then a certain Maxint eſtabliſhed 
amongſt them, that they muſt not in theſe Caſes look upon the Conſe- 
quences, which may be drawn from a DoCtrine, but purely upon what 
he propoſes and acknowledges, who teaches it. 

59 that when they infer by Conſequences, which they pron to 
draw from our Do&trine, that we do not ſufficiently acknowledge that 
Soveraign Glory which is due to God, nor the qua ity of Saviour and 
Mediator in JESUS CHRIST, nor the infinite value of his 
Sacrifice, nor the ſuperabundant Plenitude of his Merits: We may 
defend our ſelves withour difficulty from ſuch mn by this 
ſhort anſiver of M. Daille, and tell them that the Catholic Church diſa- 
vowing them, they cannot be imputed to her without Calumny. 

But I will go yet further, and ſhow Ty Gentlemen of the _ 
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' Religious Worſhip terminates in God alone. _ 
tended Reforn'd Religion, by the ſole Expoſition of our Doctrine, tha 
be Catholic Church b ſo far from ruining the Fundamental Articles of 
Faith, either dire&ly or indire&tly ; that on the contrary ſhe eſtabliſhes 
them after ſo ſolid and evident a manner, that no one can queſtion her 
right underſtanding of them withour great injuſtice. | 
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SECT. II. | 
Religious Wor ſhip is Terminated in God alone. 


TO begin with that Adoration which is due to God alone ; the Ca- 


tholick Church teaches us, that it conliſts principally in believing 
he is the Creator and Lord of all things, and in —_—— him 
with all the Powers of our Soul, by Faith, Hope and Charity, as to 
him alone who can render us happy by the Communication of an inki- 
nite Good, which is himſelf. | 

This interior Adoration, which we render to God in Spirit and in 
"Truth, has its exterior marks; of which the principal 1s Sacrifice, 
which cannot be offered to any but to God ; becauſe a Sacrifice is eſta- 
bliſhed to make a publick acknowledgment, and a ſolemn proteſtation of 
Gods Soveraignity, and our abſolute dependance. 

The ſame Church teaches us, that all Religions worſhip ought to ter- 
minare in God as its neceflary end; and that if the bes which She 
renders to the Bleſſed Virgin, and to the Saints may, in ſome lence, be 
called Relzgious, it is for itsneceſſary Relation to God. | 

But before we explicate any farther in what this Honor confifts, it 
will not beunuſeful to take notice, how thoſe of the Pretended Refor- 
mation (obliged by the ſtrength of truth) begin to /acknowledge the 
cuſtom of praying to Saints, and Honoring their Religues was eſtabliſhed 
even in the Gr Age of the Church. Monſieur Daily grants thus 
much, in that Book he publiſhed againſt the Tradition of the Latin 
Church about the obje&t of Religious Worſhip, and accuſes St. Baſil, St. 
Ambroſe, St. Hierome, St. Fohn Chryſoſtome, St.- Auguſtin, and many more 
of thoſe famous Lights of Antiquity who lived in that Age, and above 
all St. Gregory Nazzanzen, who 1s called the Divine by excellence, of 
having altered, in this point, the Doctrine of the three foregoing Ages. 
But it will not appear very likely, that M. Daille ſhould underſtand the 
Sentiments of the Fathers of the firſt three Ages, better then thoſe who 
gathered, as] may fay , the ſucceſſion of their DoCtrine after their 


deaths ; and this will be ſo much the leſs credible, becauſe the Fathers - 


of rhe fourth Age were ſo far from perceiving they introduced any No- 
velty im that Worſhip, that this Minifter, on the contrary, has quoted 
ſeveral expreſs Texts, by which he ſhows clearly, they pretended in 
Praying to Satats, to follow the example of rheir Predecefſors. _ 
Wit 


Trovcation of Saints, 


> hout any farther examination what-might be the Sentiments of the 
—_ of the three farſt Ages, I will content my ſelf with what - 
Daille is pleaſed to grant, allowing us ſo many great men who taught 
the Church in the fourth Age. For tho' he has taken upon him —_— 
hundred Years after their deaths, to give them in derifion the name 0 
a kind of Sect, calling them Reliquariſts, that 15to fay , quo-nones 
rers; yet I hope thoſe of his Communion will have moleaebert, or 
theſe great Men. 'They dare not at leait accuſe them of falling into 


 [dolatry, by praying to Saints, or of deſtroying that truſt which Chri- 


:1ns ought to put in FESUS CHRIST: and it is to be hoped hence- 
"—— will not reproach theſe things to us when they conſider 


they cannot do it without accufing at the ſame time theſe excellent -- 


Men, whoſe denteny and Learning they profeſs a reverence for, as 
well as we. But ſeeing our defign is here to expound our Belief , 
rather then to ſhow "A were the defenders of it , we mult con- 
tinue our Explication. 


f — 


SE CHI. IV, 


Invocation of Saints. 


TAE Church in teaching, it is profitable to pray to Saints, teaches. 
us to pray to them in the ſame Spirit of Charity,. and according to: 
the ſame order of Fraternal Society, which moves us rodemand afliſtance 
of our brethren living upon Earth ; and the Catechifm of the Council 
of Trent concludes, from this Doctrine, that if the quality of Media- 
tor, which the Scripture gives to FESUS CHRIST, received any pre- 
judice from the Interceſſion made to the Saints, who Reign with God,. 
it would receive no leſs from the Interceſfion made to the faithful who. 
live with us. J 

This Catechiſm ſhows us clearly the extream difference betwixt our: 
manner of imploring God's affiſtance, and that of imploring the aid of 
Saints : For (faith it) we pray to God, either to give us good things, or to 
deliver us from evil ;, but becauſe the Saints are more acceptable to him then 
we are, we beg of them to undertake our Cauſe, and to obtain for us thoſe 
things we ſtand in. need of. Frem whence it comes to paſs, that we uſe two 
very different forms of Prayer ; for to God the proper manner of ſpeaking # to 
Jay, HAVE PITY ON US, HEAR QUR PRATER; ' whereas we only de- 


fire the Saints TO PRAY FOR US. From whence weought to under-- 
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ſtand, that in what Terms foever thoſe prayers, which we addreſs to - 


Saints, are couched, the intention of the Church, and of her faithful, 
reduces them always to this form, as the Catechiſm preſently after 
confirms. 

Br 


1bis- 


6 of Tavocation of Saints. 


Sefſ. 25. Dee, But it is good to conſider the words of the Council it ſelf, which 
#: Inv. tc. preſcribing to Biſhops how they ought to ſpeak of the Invocation of 
Saints, obliges them to teach, that the Saints who reign with JESUS 
CHRIST ,offer up to God their Prayers for Men ; that it is good and profitable 
to invocate them after an humble manner, and to have recourſe to their Prayers, 
Aid, and Aſſiſtance, to obtain of God his Benefits throughour Lord JESUS. 
CHRIST his Son, who is our ſole Saviour and Redeemer. After which the 
Council condemns thoſe who teacha contrary DoEtrine. We ſe then, 
to Inyocate the Saints, according to the ſenſe of this Council, is to have 
recourſe to their Prayers for obtaining Benefits from God through FESUS 
CHRIST. So that in reality we do not obtain thoſe Benefits, which we 
receive by the interceſſion of the Saints, otherwiſe then through FESUS 
CHRISTand in his Name ; ſeeing theſe Saints themſelves pray in no 
other manner then through FESUS CHRIST, and are not heard but in 
his Name. This is the Faith of the Church, which the Council of Trent 
has clearly explicated in few words. After which we cannot imagine 
that any one ſhould accuſe us of forſaking FESUS CHRIST, when we 
beſeech his Members, who are alfo ours ; his Children, who are our 
Brethren, and his Saints, who are our Firſt-fruits, to pray with us, 
and for us to our common Maſter , in the name of our common 
Mediator. 

The fame Council explicates clearly and in few words, what is the 
mtention of the Church, when ſhe er up to God the dreadful facrifice 
to Honor the memory of his Saints. 'T'his Honor which we render 
them in Sacrificing, conſiſts in naming them in the prayers we offer up 
to God, as his Kichful ſervants; and in AI thanks for the 
Victories which they have gained, and in humbly beſeeching him that 

Jib.8. de Civ, he would vouchſafe to favour us by their interceſſion. St. Auguſtin has 
C, 27. told us twelve hundred Years ago, that we ought not to think any 
facrifices were offered to the Holy Martyrs, altho' the practice of the U- 
niverſal Church in that time was to offer Sacrifice upon their holy bodies, 
and at their Memories; that is to fay, before thoſe places where their 
precious Reliques were conſery'd. This Father has moreover added, that 
they made a Commemoration of the Martyrs at the Holy Altar,in the Celebration 
of the Sacrifice, not to pray for them as they do for other perſons who are dead; 
but rather, that they might pray for us. 1 relate the ſentiments of this Hol 
Biſhop, becauſe the Council of Trent makes uſe of his very words 
Powe. Thi Se almoſt to teach the Faithful, that the Church does not offer Sacrifice to the 
. 4 , iaSef. Saints, but to God alone, who has crowned them ; that the Prieſt alſo does not 

= addreſs himſelf to St. Peter and St. Paul, ſaying, I OFFER UP TO 
YOU THIS SACRIFICE; but rendring thanks to God for their 

Viftories, he demands their aſſiſtance, to the End thoſe whoſe Memory we cele= 

brate upon Earth, would vouchſafe to pray for us in Heaven, Aﬀeer this 
manner it is we Honor the Saints, that we may obtain the _ - 

0 
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Irvocation of Saints. 
God by their Interceſſion; and the Principal of thoſe Gracer we ho 
to obrain, is that of imitating them : T'o which we are excited by the 
conſideration of their admirable Examples, and by the Honor which 
we render in the Preſence of God to their happy Memories. 

Thoſe who will rightly conſider the DoCtrine we have propoſed, will 
be obliged to grant us, that as wedo not rob Ged of any of thoſe perfeCti- 
ons peculiar to his infinite Eflence : So we do not attribute to Creatures 
any of thoſe qualities, or operations proper to God alone : Whickr 
iſlinguiſherh usſo fully from Idolaters, rhat we cannot comprehend 
why ſuch a Title ſhould be given us. | | : 

And when theſe Gentlemen of the pretended Reformation object; 
that by Addrefling our Prayers to the Saints, and Honoring them all 
the World over as preſent, we attribute to them a certain kind of Im- 
menſity, or at leaſt the knowledg of the Secrets of Hearts which God 
has nevertheleſs reſerved to himſelf as it appears by ſo many Teſtimonies 
of Scripture .; they do not ſufficiently reflec upon our Doctrine. For, 
in fine, without examining what grounds may be had to attribute to 
the Saints ſome certain degree of knowledg as-to thoſe things which are 

aGted amongſt us, or alſo of our ſecret thoughts, it is manifeſt that to 
fay a Creature may have the knowledg of theſe things, by a light 


communicated to him by God, is not to elevate a Creature above his 
Condition. "The Example of the Prophets juſtify this clearly, God 


having not diſdained to diſcover future things to them, tho? they appear 
much more particularly reſerved to his awn knowledge. 

Moreover, never any Catholic yet thought the Saints knew our 
neceſſities by their own Power, no nor the defires which nwve us to 
Addreſs our ſecret Prayers to them. The Church contents her ſelf to 
teach, with all Antiquit”, theſe Prayers to be very profitable to ſuch 
who make them, whether it be the Saints know them by the miniſtry 
and communication of Angels, who, according to the Teſtimony of 
Scripture, know what paſſes amongſt us, being eſtabliſhed by Gods 
Order, as admnniſtring Spirits, to Co-operate with. us in the work of 
our Salvation ; whether it be that God himſelf makes known to them 
our deſires by a particular Revelation ; or laſtly, whether it be that he 
diſcovers the ſecret to them in his divine Efjence in which all truth is 
comprized. So that the Church hay not decided any thing about theſe 
c—_ methods, which God might be pleaſed to make uſe of for that 


But let theſe means be what they will, it isalways certain the Church 
do's not attribute to the Creature any of the divine perfe&ions, as the 
Idolaters did; ſeeing She permits us not to acknowledge, even in the 
greateſt Saints, any degree of Excellency which do's not proceed from 
God; nor .any acceptableneſs in his Sight, but by their vertues; nor 
any vertue, which is not 2 gitt of his Grace 3 nor any —_ of 

| human 


Tevocation of Saints. 


human affairs, but what is communicated tothem ; nor any Power to 
affiſt us, but by their Prayers; nor, in fine, any felicity, but by a 
ſubmiſſion anda perfe&t conformity to his Divine will. - 

Ir is therefore true, that by examining what are our interior ſent 
ments concerning the Saints, it will be found we do not raiſe them above 
the condition of Creatures; and from thence one ought to judge of whar 
nature that exterior Honor is, which we render them ; exterior ve- 
——y being eſtabliſhed ro teſtifie the interior ſentiments of the 

ind. 

But becauſe this Honor, which the Church renders to the Saints, ap- 
pears principally before their Images and holy Reliques, it will be pro- 
per to explicate her belief concerning them. 


SECT. VV 


Tmages and Reliques. 


AS for Images, the Council of Trent forbids us exprefly to believe any 
Conc. Trid, Divinity or vertue in them, for which they ought to be reverenced; To 
Sefſ. 2.4. demand .any favour of them, or to put any truſt in them, and ordains that 
Dec ae Inrvoc all the honour which is given tothem ſhould be referred to the Saints 
&c. themſelves who are Repreſented by them. 

All theſe words of the Council are like ſo many Characters to diſtin- 
gliſh us from Idolaters, ſecing we are fo far from believing with them 
any Divinity annexed to the Images ; that we do notattribute to them 
any other vertue but that of exciting in us the remembrance of thoſe 
they Repreſent. : 

The Honor we render Images is grounded upon this No Man , 
for example, can deny but that when we look upon the figure 
of JESUS CHRIST Crucified, it excites in us a more lively 
remembrance of him, who loved us ſo as to deliver himſelf up to Death for us. 
While this Image being preſent before our Eyes, cauſes ſo pretious a re- 
membrarce in our Souls, we are moved to teſtife by ſome exterior 
ſigns, how far our Gratitude bears us ; and by humbling our ſelves be- 
fore the Image, we ſhow what is our ſubmiſſion to our Saviour. So that 
to ſpeak preciſely, and according tp the Eccleſiaſtical ſtile, when we 
Honor the Image of an Apoſtle or a Martyr, our intention 1s not ſo 

Pont. Com, auch to Honor the Image, as to Honor the Apoſtle or the Martyr in preſence 
de Bend Of the Image. Thus the Roman Pontifical tells us, and the Council of 
Imag. Seſſ, Trent expreſſes the ſame thing, when it ſays, that the Honor we render to 
25. Dec. Images, has ſuch a reference to thoſe they Repreſent ; That by the means of 
ae Inv. &r, thoſe Images which we Kiſs, and before which we Kneel, we adore JESUS 


CHRIST), and Honor the Saints, whoſe Types they are. | 
' In fine, one may. know with what Intention the Church — 
mages, 
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7 Images and Reliques. | 
Iniages, by that Honor which ſhe Renders to the Croſs and to the 
Bible. All the World ſees very well, that before: the Crofs ſhe adores 
. him who bore our Iniquities upon the wood; and that if her children bow 
the head before the Bible,it they riſe up out of reſpe&t when.t is carried 
before them, and if they kiſs it Reverently, all this Honor is referred 
to the Eternal Verity which it propofeth to us. 

They mult have bur little Juſtice who treat with the term of [dolatry 
that Religious ſentiment which moves us to uncover our heads, and bow 
them before the Image of the Croſs, in remembrance of him who was 
crucified for the Love of us ;and it would be too much blindneſs not to 
perceive the excetfive difference betwixt thoſe who put their truſt in Idols, 

-out of an opinion that ſome Divinity, or ſome vertue was, as I may 


.lay, tied to them, and thoſe who declare, aswe do, that they will 


not make uſe: of Images, but to raiſe their minds towards Heaven, to 
the end they may there Honor FESUS CHRIST or his Saints, and in the 
Saints God himſelf, whois the Author of all SanEtity and Grace. _ 
. - Aﬀter the fame manner we ought to underftand that Honor which 
we pay to-Reliques, following the Example of the Primitive” Church; 
and if our Adverfaries would: but Conſider that we look upon the Bodies 
of Saints, as having been Victims offered up to God either by Martyr- 
.dom or by .Penance, they would not think the Honor which we pay 
them upon this account, could alienate us from that which we render to 
God himſelf. | E206 | 
_ , We may fay in general, 'That if they would but conſider how the 
affections which we bear to any one propagates it ſelf, without being 
divided, to his Children, to his friends, and after that, by ſeveral 
degrees, to the repreſentation of him, to any remains of him, and to 
any thing which renews in us his Remembrance ; If they did but con- 
ceive that Honor has the like progreffion, ſeeing Honor is nothing elſe 
but Love mixed with Refpe& and Fear; in fine, If they would but 
conſider, that all the exterior Worſhip of the Catholic Church has its 
ſource in God himſelf, ahd rettitns back again to him : They would 
never believe this Worſhip, which he himſelf alone animates, could 
excite his Tealoufie. They would, on the centrary, ſec, that if God, 
as jealous as he is of the loveof Men, does not look upon us as dividing 
ur ſelves beewixt him and Creatures, when we love our Neighbour 
or the loye of him; The fame God, tho jealous of the Honor which 
his Faithful pay:him, cannot look upon them as dividing that Worſhip 
Which is due to him alone, when out of reſpe&t to him, they Honor 
thoſe whom he has Honored. | | | 
Is1t true, Nevertheleſs, that ſeeing the ſenſible marks of Reverence 
are not all of them abſolutely neceſſary, the Church might withour the 
leaſt alteration in her Doctrine, extend theſeexterior PraCtices more or 


dels, according. to the different exigences of times, places, or occur- 


rences, 


1 Pet 2. 


10 


Invoc. Fc. 


ÞG. c. 9. 


OE SAS oo 


rences, being delirous that her children ſhould not be ſlaviſhly ſubje& 
to ſenſible things, bur only excired, and, as it were, advertiſed by their 


means to fly te God, and to offer up to him in Spirit and in Truth that 


- Rational Service which he expects from his Creatures. | 
One may ſee by, this DoEtrine with what Truth I afhirmed, that a 
great part of our Controverſies would vaniſh by the ſole — 
of the Terms, if theſe Points were bur diſcuſſed with Charity. And 1 
our Adverfaries would but with Moderation conſider the Rregobng Ex- 
plications, which comprehend the expreſs DoCtrine of the Council of 
Trent, they would ceaſe to accuſe us of injuring the Mediation of FE- 
SUS CHRIST, of invocating the Saints, and adoring Images after a 
manner which ts peculiar. ro God alone. It is true, that ſeeing, in one 
ſenſe, Adoration, Invocation, and the Name of Mediator are only pro- 
r to God and FESUS CHRIST, it 1s no hard matter to miſapply theſe 
"od whereby to render our Do&rine odious. But if rhey be ſtrictly 
kept to that ſenſe in which we uſe them, theſe Objeftions and Accuſar- 
ons will loſe their force ; and if any other leſs important Dithculties re- 
main to theſe Gentlemen of the Pretended Reform'd Religion, Sincerity 
will oblige them to acknowledge they are fatisfied as to the principal 
Subject of their Complaints, | 
urthermore, there is nothing fo unjuſt as to accuſe the Church of 
placing all her Piety in theſe Devotions to the Saints, ſeeing, as we have 


Seff. 29, Dec.de already obſerved, the Council of Trent contents it ſelf to teach the Faith- 
ful, That this Pra&tice is good and beneficial, without ſaying any more of 


it. So that the Intention of the Church is only tocondemn thoſe who 
reject this Practice, either out of Diſreſpe&t or Error. She is obliged to 
cendemn them, becauſe ſhe is obliged not to ſuffer any Praftice which 


is beneficial to Salvation to be deſpiſed, nor a Doftrine authoriſed by 


Antiquity to be condemned by Novelliſts, 


—— 
— 


SECT. VI. 
Fanſtification. 


THe Doctrine of Juſtification will ſhew yet more clearly how many 


Difficulties may- be ended by a plain Expolition of our Sentiments. 
Thoſe who are never 1o little verſed in the Hiſtory of the Pretended 


Reformation, are not ignorant how the firſt Authors propos'd this Ar-- 


ticle to all the World as the Principal of all the reft, and as themoſt 


effential Cauſe of their Separation : So that this is the moſt neceffary . 


to be well underſtood. ; 


Cox. Trid, Sf We believe, in the firlt place, "Fhat our Sins are freely ag. ag us by 


the Deuize Mercy, for FESUS CHRIST's fake. "Theſe are expreſs 


Terms 


Tuſtification. © A” 
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Tauſtification 


Terms of the Council of Trent. which adds, that we are ſaid ro be juſtis 


14 


fied gratis, becauſe none of thoſe afts which Preceed Fuſtification, whether they ' 1bid. & & 


. be Faith or Good Works, can merit this Grace. 


Seeing-the Scripture explicates the remiſſion of Sins, by ſometimes 
telling us that God covers them, and ſometimes that he rakes them away, and 
blots them out by the Grace of his Holy Spirit, which makes us new Creatures ; 
We believe, that to form a perfect Idea of the Juſtification of a Sinner, 
we muſt joyn together both theſe Expreſſions. For which Reaſon we 
believe our ſins not only to be covered, but alſo entirely waſhed away b 
the Blood of FESUS CHRIST, and by the Grace of Regeneratidn ; whic 
is ſo far from obſcuring or leſſening that Idea which we ought to have 
of the Merit of this Blood,on rhe contrary it heightens and augments it. 

So that the ſuſtice of FESUS CHRIST 1s not only imputed, but aftu- 
ally Communicated to the Faithful, by the operation of the Holy Spirit ; 
inſomuch thar they are not only reputed, but rendred juſt by his Grace. 

If that Righteouſneſs which is in us were only ſuch in the Eyes of 
Men, it would not be the work of the Holy Ghoſt : It is then a 
Righteouſneſs and that before God, ſeeing it is God himſelf who pro- 
duces it in us, by pouring forth his Charity in our Hearts. 


Tit. 3. 5,6, 7+ 


- Nevertheleſs it is too true, that the fleſh Rebels againſt the Spirit, and Gal. 5.17. 
the Spirit againſt the fleſh, and that we all offend in many things. So that, Jaw. 3+ 2. 


tho' our Juſtice be truly ſuch, by the infuſion of his Charity, yet it is 
not perfect Juſtice ; becauſe of the Combat of Concupiſence : Infomuch 


that the continual {ighings of a Soul, penitent for her offences, is the _ 


moſt neceſſary Duty of a Chriftian righteouſneſs, which obliges us to 
confeſs humbly with St. Auguſtine, that our juſtice in this life conliſts 


rather in the Remiſſion of Sin, than in the perfe&tion of Vertues. 


— —— 


Co —D—— 


SECT. VII. 


Merits of Good Works 


S to the Merit of Good works, the Catholic Church teacheth us, 
that eternal life ought to be propoſed to the Children of God, both as a 
Grace, which is mercifully promiſed to them by the Mediation of our Lord 
JESUS CHRIST), and as a recompence which is faithfully rendred to their 
ood Works, and Merits, in vertue of this Promiſe. "Theſe are the proper 
erms of the Council of Trezt. Bur leſt human Pride ſhould flatter it 
ſelf with an opinion of a prefumptuous merit, the fame Council teach- 
eth us, that all the price and value of a Chriſtians works proceeds from 
the ſanCtifying Grace which is given us grars in the Name of FESUS 
CHRIST, and . fo it is an effect of the continual Influence of this Divine 
Head upon its Members. 
Really the Precepts, Exhortations, Promiſes, 'Threatnings, and 
| C2 Reproaches 


1bid. 


See 6 C. 16, 
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Seſſ. 6, c.16. 


Sſſ. I 4: Co 8, 


os 


Merits of Good Works 


Reproaches of the Gyſpe!, ſheww clearly enough, we muſt work out our 
Salvation by the Co-operation of our Wills together with the Grace of 


God affiſting us: But it is one of our Firſt Principles, That the Free- | 


will can act nothing — Eternal Happineſs, but as it is moved 
andelevated by the Holy Ghoit. | 

So that the Church ny on. itis this Divine Spirit which works in 
us by his Graces all the Good we do, ſhe is obliged to believe the 
Good Works of the Faithful are very acceptable to God, and of great 
conſideration before him : And it is juſt ſhe ſhould make uſe of the word 
Merit, with all Chriſtian Antiquity, whereby ſhe may Principally de- 
note the value, the price, and the dignity of thoſe Works which we 
perform through Grace. Bur ſeeing all their SanEtity comes from God, 
who produces them in us, the fame Church has in the Council of Trent 


received theſe words of St. Auguſtin, as a DoCtrine of Catholic Faith, . 


That God Crowns his own Gifts in crowning the Merits of his Servants. 


We beg of thoſe who love Truth and Peace, that they would be plea- - 


ſed htre to read the words of this Council a little more at length, to 
the end they may once for all difabuſe themſelves of thoſe falſe impreſfe 
ons Which have been given them concerning our Doctrine. Although 


we ſee,lay the Farhers in this Council, that holy Writ efteems Good works 


fo much, that TESUS- CHRIST himſelf premiſes, a glaſs of cold water 
given to the poor ſhall not want its reward ; and that the Apoſtle teſtifies how 
a moment of light pain endured in this world, ſhall produce an eternal weight 
of Glory : Nevertheleſs, God forbid a Chriſtian ſhould glory. in himſelf, - and 
70t in our Lord, thoſe Bounty is ſo great to all men, that he will have thoſe 
gifts which he beſtows upon them to k their merits. 

This Doctrine is diſperſed throughout the whole Commcil , which 
teacheth us in another Seffion, "That we, who can do nothing of our ſelves, 
can do all things with him who ſtrengthens us, in ſuch ſort that man has nothing 
of which he may glory, nor for which he may confide in himſelf; but all his 
confidence, and all hn glory is in JESUS CHRIST), in whom we live, im 
whom we merit, in whom we ſatisfie, bringing forth fruits wertts af repentance, 
which draw their vertue from him, and by him are offered to' his Father, and 
accepted of by hs Father through him. W herefore we ask all things, we 
hope all things, we render thanks for all things, through our Lord 
FESUS CHRIST. We confeſs aloud we are not acceptable to God hut 
in andby him; and we cannot comprehend why any other thought 
ſhould be attributed to us. We ſo placeall the hopes of our Salvation 
in him, that wedayly make uſe of theſe words to God in the Sacrifice /; 
Vouchſafe, O God, to grant to us ſinners, thy ſervants, who hope in the multi= 
tude of thy mercies, ſome part and ſociety with the Bleſſed Apoſtles and Martyro- 
Into whoſe number we beſeech thee to be pleaſed to regeive us, not lookin _ 
— but gracionſly pardoning us in the name of JESUS CHRI T 
our Lora. 


Will 
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Merits of Good Forks. 

Will the Church never be able to perſwade her Children, riow be-! 
come her Adverſaries, neither by the Expoſition of her Faith, nor by the 
Deciſions-of her Councils, nor by the Prayers in her Sacrifice, that her 


Belief is, ſhe can have no Life but in FESUS CHRIST, and that ſhe has 
no He \but in him ? This Hope is fo firm, .it makes the Children'of 


God, who walk faithfully in his ways, find 4 peace which furpaſſeth all piil. 4. 7. 


underſtanding, as the Apoſtle tells us. But tho” this Hope be ſtronger 
than the Promiſes and Menaces of the World, and ſufficient to calm the 
Troubles of our Conſciences;. yet it does not wholly extinguiſh Fear : 


For, tho' we be affured God will never abandon us of his own accord, 


ct we are never certain we ſhall not loſe him by our own fault, in re-- 
xEting his Inſpirations. He has been pleafed by his ſaving Fear to mi- 
tigate that Confidence which he has infuſed into his Children, .becauſe, | 
as St. Auguſtin tells us, ſuch is our Infirmity in this place of Temptati-- 
ons and Dangers, that an abſolute Security would produce Tepidity and. 
Pride in us; whereas this Fear, which, according to the Apoſtle's Com- : 


mand, makes us work, out our Salvation with trembling, renders us more Vi- P/il. 2, 12. 


Silant, and makes us relie with a more hurable dependance upon him, 


who works in us by bs Grace, both to will, and to dog. according to his good 1114, t 16 


= 


pleaſure, as rhe ſame St. Paul expreſſes it. 
"Thus you have ſeen what is moſt neceflary in the DofEtrine of Jultifi-- 
cation; and our Adyerfaries would be very unreaſonable, if they ſhould 
not confeſs, that this Doctrine ſuffices-to teach Chriſtians they are obliged 
to refer all the Glory of their Salvarion- to God through FESUS- 
CHRIST. | | by | ICS 
If the Miniſters after this ſhould go about to move ke mg about 
Subtilties, it is good to advertiſe them, 'That it becomes them not now 
to be fo ſcrupulous in our behalfs, after baving granted what they - 
have done to the Lutherans, and their own, Brethren, concerning Prede- 
ſtination and Grace. 'This ther Conduct towards them, ought tothave 
taught them in this matter to .reduce themſelves to what 1s abſolutely 
neceſſary for the Eſtabliſhment of the/Foundatijons of Chriſtian Piety. . 
Bur if they could but once refolve to prefix theſe Limits to-them- - 
ſelves, they would be preſently fatisfied, and they would ceaſe to accuſe 
us of annulling the Grace of God , by attributing all to our Geod 
Works; ſeeing wehave ſhown themin ſuch clear Terms of the-Council 
of thelt three Points, fo dectfive as to this Mattet:; "That our Sins - 
"are pardoned us out of pure Mercy, for the: ſake of PESUS -CHRIST'; That 
we are iudebted for \ that Fuſttce which nin 1s by the "Holy Ghoſt, to a' Liberas- - 
lity gratis beſtowed npon us 3 and, That all the Good Works we do, are but ſo - 
many Gifts of his Grace. © USED. F205 FRSFSS, F32%e 5 
And indeed' we muſt- acknowledge,” that the Tearqed of their Party 
do not. contend ſo much of late about this Subjet, ao they did formerly ; - 
and there are but few who-do not"now confelt, "there oogh not to _ 
en. 
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Satisfaftions, Purgatory, and Indulzences. 


been a Breach upon this Point. But if this important Difficulty about 
Juſtification, upon which their firſt Authors laid all their ſtreſs, be not 
looked upon now as Eſlential by the wiſeſt Perſons amongſt them, we 
leave them to think what they ought to judge of their Separation, and 
what hopes there would be of an Union, it they ' would but overcome 
their Prejudice, and quit the Spirit of Contention. 


—— 


SECT, VIII 


Satisfattions, Purgatory, and Indulgences. 


WE muſt farther explicate after what marmer we believe we can make 
Satisfaction to God through his Grace, to the end we may not 
leave any doubt upon this Matter uncleared. 

Catholics unanimouſly teach, That FESUS CHRIST, God and Man, 
was ſolely capable, through the infinite Dignity of his Perſon, to offer 
up to God a ſufficient Sarisfa&tion for our Sins. But having fatisfied fu- 
perabundantly, he could apply this infinite Satisfaction after two man- 
ners : either by an entire Remiſfion, without reſerving any Puniſhment ; 
or elſe by changing a greater Puniſhment into alefs, thar is, an eterna 
Pain into a temporal. This firſt manner being more complear, and more 
conformable to his Goodneſs, he ntakes uſe of it immediately in Baptiſm : 
but we believe he makes uſe of the ſecond in the Pardon he grants to 
thoſe who fall after Baptiſm, being carried in fome manner to it by the 
Ingratitude of thoſe who have abuſed his firſt Gifts ; ſo as they are to 
laffer ſome temporal Pain, tho” the eternal be remitted. 

It muſt not be hence concluded, That FESUS CHRIST has not fully 
fatisfied for us; but, on the — That having obtained an abſolute 
Dominion over us, by the infinite Price he has given for our Salvation, 
he grants us Pardon, upon what Condition, what Law, or with what Re- 
ſtrition It oe him. - 

We ſhould be injurious and ungrateful to our Saviour , ſhould we 


_ dare todeny the infinite Value of his Merits, under pretenſe that when 


he pardons us the Sin of Adam, he does not at the fame time free us from 
all rhe Conſequences of it, bur leaves us ſtill ſubje&t to Death, and fo 
many other corporeal and ſpiritual Infirmities, which this Sin broughr 
upon us. It ſuffices that FESUS CHRIST has once paid the Price by 
which we ſhall be one day entirely freed from the Evils which over- 
whelm us; it is our parts to embrace with humility and thankſgiving 
every part of his Benefits, by conſidering by what | amp it pleaſes. 
him to procure our Deliverance, according to that Order which his Wit 
dom has eſtabliſhed for our good, and for a more clear manifeſtation of 
his Bounty and Juſtice.  _ | 
Upoa the like account we ought not to think it ſtrange, that he, = 
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Satisfattions, Pargatory, &c. 
has ſhown usſo great Mercy in Baptiſm, ſhould be more ſevere towards 
us, after our having violated our Holy promiſes. Ir is juſt, yes and 
beneficial to our Salvation, that God in remitting our Sin together 
with the Eternal pain which we deſerved for it, ſhould exact of us ſome 
Temporal Pain to retain us in our Duties ; left if we ſhould be too 
ſpeedily freed from the Bonds of Juſtice, we thould abandon our ſelves 
to a temerarious Confidence, abuting the facility of a Pardon. 

It is then to ſatisfy rhis Obligation, we are ſubjeCted to Tome painful 
Works, which we muſt accompliſh in the Spirit. of Humility and 
Penance ; and it was the neceſſity of theſe ſatisfactory Works which 
obliged the Primitive Church to impoſe upon Penitents thoſe Pains. 
called Canonical. | 

When therefore ſhe impoſes o__ Sinners painful and laborious works 
and they undergo them with Hunulity, this is called Satisfa#on ; and 
when, regarding the fervour of the Penitents, or ſome other Good 
Works which {he has perſcribed them, ſhe pardons ſome part of that 
Pain which is due to them, this 1s call'd Indulgence. 

The Council of Trent propoſes nothing elle to be believed concerning 


by JESUS CHRIST, 
which this Council adds, That this power ought to be retained, yet Never- 
theleſs uſed mith moderation, leſt Eccleſiaſtical diſcipline ſhould be weakned by 
an over-great facilitys Which ſhows the manner of granting Indulgences 
to regard diſcipline. | | 

Thoſe who depart this Life in Grace and. Charity, but nevertheleſs 
indebted to the divine Juſtice ſome Pains which it reſerved, are to ſuffer 
them in the other Life. This is what obliged all the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans to offer up Prayers, Alms-deeds and Sacrifices, for the Faithful who 
—_ in Peace and in the Communion of the Church, with an 
aſſured Faith that they could be affiſted by theſe means. This is what 
the Council of Trent propoſes to our Belief, touching the Souls detained 
in Purgatory, without determining in what their pains conſiſts, or 
many other ſuch like things ; concerning which this holy Council de- 
mands great moderation, blaming thoſe who divulge what is uncertain 
or ſuſpected. 

Such is the innocent and holy DoCtrine of the Catholic Church 
touching Satisfactions, which has been imputed to her asſo great a crime. 
If after this Explication, thoſe of the Pretended Reform'd Religion 
accuſe us of injuring the Satisfation of FESUS CHRIST, they muſt have 


| forgotten what we told them, that our B. Saviour paid the full Price of our 


Redemption , that nothing is wanting in thy price, becauſe it ws infinite; and 
how theſe remaining pains, of which we have ſpoken, come not from any defet 
3% the Payment, but from a certain Order which he has eſtabliſhed to retain us 
sn eſaving diſcipline by juſt apprebenſions, 

| But 


Contiy. 


Tndwpences, but that yo hd to. grant them has been given to the Church, Seſſ- 25. Dec, 
that the uſe of them us beneficial to Salvation; to ae Indulg. 
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The Sacraments. 


"But If they alſo tell us, we believe we can of our ſelves ſati;fie for ſons 


part of the Pain due to our Sins; we can with confidence afſure them, the 
contrary appears by the Maxims we have eſtabliſhed ; which Maxims 
make it clearly appear, that our Salvation-is no other but a Work of 
Mercy and Grace ; that what we do by the Grace of God, 1s no lets his 


Work, than what he does alone: by his. abſolute Power ; and, laſtly, that” 


what we give to him, appertains no lefs ro him, than what he gives to us. 
To which we muſt add, 'That what we call- Sar5fa#ion, following the 
Example of the Primitive Church, is, after all, norhing but the Applt- 
cation of the infinite Sar5fation of FESUS CHRIST. © | | 
This very Conſideration ought to appeaſe-thoſe who. are offended 
when we tell them, That God 1s fo well pleaſed with Fraternal Charny, 
and the Communion of Saints, that he Frequently allo accepts of thoſe 
'Satisfactions which we offer up one for another, Ir ſeems theſe Men do 
not conceive how much all we are belongs to God, nor how all the 
Kindnefſes which his Bounty -makes him have for the Faithful, the 
Members of FESUS CHRIST, are neceſſarily referred to this Divine 
Head. Bur certainly thoſe who have read and conſidered how God 
himſelf.infpires his Servants With a defire to affict themſelves -with Faſt 


ng, Hair-cloth;, and Aſhes, not only for their own Sins, but alfo for the 


Sins of all the People, will not be aſtoniſhed if we fay, That being 
touched with the delight he has to gratifie his Friends, he mercifully ac- 


.cepts of rhe humble Sacrifice of their voluntary Moytifications, in abate« 


ment of thoſe Chaſtiſements he prepared for his People's which ſhews; 
that being fatisfied by theſe, he renders himſelf more mild towards the 
others, by this means honoring his Son FESUS CHRBT-1n- the” Coms 


-Mmunion of his Members, .and in the holy Society' of his myſtical Body: _ 


— 


S.E © T;-:1X. 


The Sacraments. 


THe Order of Noftine requires we ſhould now ſpeak of the Sacra- 


ments, by which the Merits of FESUS CHRIST are applied to us. 
Seeing the Diſputes we have concerning them, if we except the Euchas 
riſt, are not fo hot 'as the others ; we will, in the firft place, clear; in 
ſhort, 'the chicfeft Difficulties which are railed- concerning the other, 
and reſerve the Euchariſt, as the moſt important of all the reft, -tillthe 


The Sacraments of the New Covenant are not facred Signs only, 


which repreſent Grace, nor Seals which confirm it ; but the Inftruments 
of the Holy Ghoit, which ſerve to apply it to us, and which confer it 
C 


upon us by vertue of 'the Words which are pronounced, and the exte- 
rior Action which is performed, upon condition we put not-any Impedi- 


ment by our not being rightly diſpoſed. Whilſt 
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5" 1.” Baptiſm.  Confitmation: -\."\ 

Whilſt God annexes ſo-great Grace to-exterior Signs, which have not 
of their own nature iy reoparon with fo admirable an Effect, he 
ſhews us clearly, that beſides all we can do interiorly-of our: felves.'by 
our good Dilpoſitions, there muſt neceſfarily intervene , before we 
can be Suſtified, a ſpecial tion of the Holy Ghoſt, and a peculiar 


Application of the Merit of our Saviour, which 1s exhibited to us by 
the Sacraments, So that this Do&trine cannot be-rejected withour in- | 


juring the Merits of FESUS CHRIST, and the Operation of his Divine 
ower in our Regeneration. {> ; 
We acknowledge ſeven facred Signs or Ceremonies eſtabliſhed by 


ESUS CHRIST,as the ordinary Means for the Sanctification and Perfe» * 


ction of the New Man. Their Divine Inſtitution appears in the Holy 

Scripture, either by the expreſs Words of FESUS CHRIST, who eſta« 

bliſhed them, or by thc Grace which, according to the ſame Scripturey 

is annexed to them, and neceflarily ſhews a Divize Infftitution. 
Baptiſm. 


Seeing little Children cannot ſupply the want of Baptiſm by Adts of 


| Faith, Hope, and Charity, nor by the Vow to receive this Sacrament; 


we believe, that, if they do not really. receive-it, they do not in any 
manner partake of the Grace of Redemption ; and therefore. dying in 
Adam, they have not any part in FESUS CHRJSE 

It is good to obſerve here how the Lutherans believe with the Catho- 
lic Church the abſolute neceſſity of Baptiſm, and are aſtoniſhed with 
Her, that ſuch a.T ruth ſhould be denied, which never any one before 


. Calvin durſt openly call in queſtion, it was ſo firmly rooted in the Minds 


of all the Faithful. | 

Nevertheleſs, the Pretended Reform'd are not apprehenſive volunta- 
rily to let their Children die like the Children of Infidels, without bear- 
ing any Mark of Chriſtianity , and without receiving 'any Grace, if 
their Deaths ſhould chance to prevent the Day of their Aflembly. : | 


Confirmation, 


"The Impoſition of Hands practiſed by the Holy Apoſtles, to confirm 
the Faithful againſt Perſecutions, having —_— Effect in the inre- 
rior Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, and the infuſion of his Gifts, it ought 
not to have been rejected by our Adverfaries, under pretenſe the Holy 
Ghoſt deſcends now no more viſibly upon us. Thus all Chriſtian 
Churches ſincethe Apoſtles Times have Religiouſly retained it, making 
uſe alſo of holy Chriſm, to ſhew the Vertue of this Sacrament by a 
more Expreſs Repreſentation of the interior UnCtion of the Holy Ghoſt, 


D | Penance, 
' 


AF. 8. 15, 17. 
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Penance, and Sacramental Confeſſion, Se 


Penance, and Sacramental Confeſſion. | 
We believe FESUS CHRIST has been pleaſed, that thoſe who have 
ſubmitted themſelves to the Authority of the Church by Baptiſm, and 
who have ſince violated rhe Lawsof the Goſpel, ſhould come and ſubmir 
themſelves to the Judgment of the ſame Church in the Tribunal of Pe- 

Metth. 18.18, nance, where ſhe exerciſes the power which is given her of remitting 

Jeh.20.23. andretaining fins. | 

The terms of that Commiſſion which is .given to the-Miniſters of the 
Church to abſolve from ſin, are fo general, they cannot without te- 
merity be reſtrained to Public Sins ; and ſeeing, when they pronounce 
that Abſolution inthe Name of FESUS CHRIST, they only follow the 
expreſs Terms of this Commiſſion, the Sentence is look'd upon as ren- 
dred by FESUS CHRISThimfelf, by whom they are eſtabliſhed Judges. Fr 
3s this inviſible High Prictt who interiorly abſolves. the Penitent, whilft 
the Prieſt Exteriorly exerciſes the FunCtion, 

This Penitential Court of Judicature being ſo neceſſary a curb to 
Liberty, ſo plentiful a fource of wiſe Admonitions, fo ſenſible a Con- 
lation for aflited for their Sins, when their abſolution is not 
only declared in general Terms, as it is practiſed by the Minifters, bur 
when they arein reality abfolved oy the Authority of FESUS CHRIST, 
after a particular examination, and knowledge of the Caſe : We cannot 
believe our Adverfariescan look upon ſo many benefits without regrettin 
their loſs, and without being ſomewhat aſhamed of a Relormation which 
has caſt off ſo faving and. fo holy a PraQiile. 
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T2089" Extream Unition. : 
3 746. 14-55- The Holy Ghoſt: having, according to the teſtimony of St. Fames, 4 
annexed an expreſs promile of remiffion of Sins, and comfort of the 
fick, to Extream Un&tion ; —— is wanting to make this Sacred 
Ceremony a true Sacrament. It isonly-to beremarked, that, according 
to the Doctrine of the Council of. Trex, the ſick are more relieved in 


_—_ --S | * reſpe&t of the ſoul than of the body ; and that, as the ſpiritual Profit is 3 
unc. aways _ pp object of the new law, ſo it is that alſo which we b 
ought abſo 


utely to-expeCt from this holy UnCtion, if we be rightly diſ- 
poſed for it ; whereas as eaſe in Fac baae-f is only granted with a reſpect 
roour eternal Salvation, according to the ſecret diſpoſitions of Divine 
Providence, and the diffterentdegrees of. preparation and faith which are 
found in the Receiver. 


| Marriage. 

Math. 19, 5. When we confider how FESUS CHRIST has given a new form to 
Eph. 5.32, Marriage, reducing this holy Society to two perſons immutably and in- 
difſolubly united ; and when we ſee this inſeparable Union;the {12n of or 
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cal Unin with his Church: We fhall not have any difficulty ts 
prehend that the Marriage of the Faithful is by the 
Holy © Ghoſt, - Grace; and we ſhall mo the Dwine: bounty: tor 
having been thus to Conſecrate-the origin: of our birth, | F 
as Orders. : _ 
The Impoſition of Hands, which the Adminftrators of ficred | 
receive, being py 1. ied with ſo apparent a vertue of the mw 
Ghoſt and Gal an infuſion of his Grace, it ought to be placed 55M 
the number of the armoadiol And indeed we muſt acknowledge out 
Adverſariesdo not abſalntely exclude the Conſecration of Minifters, but 
only exclude it from the number of the Sacraments which Are common eo 
the whole Church. | 
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= SECT. X. 


Dofrine of the Church touching the Real Preſence of the 
Body aud Blood of JESUS CHRIST #n the Euchariſt, 
and the manner how the C harch underſtands theſe Words, 


This is my Body. 


WE are come, you! ſre, at laſt to the Queſtion of the Euchariſt, where 


it will be neceſlary to explicate our D ar urn Naa mor fully, howe- 
_ without exceeding too much the Bounds we hav preſcribed our 


The Real Preſence of the Body and Blood of our Saviour is Hbdly 
eſtabliſhed by the Words of the "Infifeations which we... 


literally ; and there is aa more reaſon to ag us, why we; fix gur. 
to the proper and literal ante, than there isto ask 2 EEE 


follows th the Road. It is their. parts, whohave recourſeto the 
rative ſenſe, and who.take a Lprag Jon wonens a Reaſon for what they 
As for us, who find nothing in the words which FESUS CHRIST makes 


uſe of for the Inſtitution-of this coluſcert Rea g upz9 take e them i 


Ggurative ſenſe, we think that a af ang us to 

literal. But we are yet more powerf ; Fae Be hen -we come ta 

oth in this Myſtery. the Intention. of of God, which I will 

_— icate after the 'Plaineſt manner 'I amable, and that by Principles 
b I think our: Adverfaries themſelves cannot deny. : 


 Ifay then, Theſe words of our Saviour Toke eat, 4h15: wy body given Matth. 16. 
For you ſhews;us, that; as the ancient Jaws 


themſelves to the Immolation of the Victim GO NEF Was OR 


but Shfincediey: they-ear the Tacrifzed Fleſh, .w to.them a 


their partaking of that 'Oblation : 'Sv. FESUS CHRIST 
ing himſelf our Vielm, would have EIT 


D 2 Sacrifice, 


AQLIN S TE Unite Luc. 22. 


Levi. 6. 30. 


Levit. 17.11. 


Matth. 36. 18. 


- Eachariſt. 

Sacrifice, to the end the aCtual Communication of this Adorable Fleſh 
"might be a perpetual Teſtimony to every. one of us in particular, thaz 
twasfor-us he took it, and for us he Immolared it: won I yott 

God had forbidden the Fews to ear of the Sin-offering, to teach them, 
thata true Expjation of their Crimes was not to be accompliſhed in the 
Law, nor. by the Blood of Beaſts: all the People lay, as it were, under 
an Interdichon by this Prohibition, without being able to have any 
aCtual Participation of the Remiffion of Sins. By a contrary Reaſon 
it wasneceſfary the Body of our Bleſſed Saviour, the true Hoſt Immo- 
lated for Sin, ſhould be eaten by the Faithful, to ſhow them, by this 
Eating, that the Remiſfion of Sin was accompliſhed in the New 'Tefta- 


ment, 

God alfo ſorbid the Children of 1/7ael to eat Blood ; and one of the 
Reaſons for this Prohibition was, Becauſe the Blood was ffoen #6 for- the 
Expiation of our Souls. But, on the contrary, our Bleſſed Saviour gives 
us his Blood to drink, becauſe it is ſhed for the Remiſſion of Sins. 

$9 that the Eating of the Body and Blood of the. Son of God is' as 
real at the Holy Fable, as the Grace, the Expiation of Sins, and the 
Participation of the Sacrifice of FESUS CHRIST is actual and real in 
the New Covenant. ; 

Nevertheleſs, ſecing he deſired to exerciſe our Faith in this Myſte 
and at the ſame time to free-us from the horror of eating Fleſh, an 
drinking Blood in their proper Species, it was convenient he ſhould 
give us them clothed under another Species. ' Bur if the Conſiderations 

ve obliged him to make us partake of the Fleſh of our Victim after 


another manner than the Fews, he was not for that obliged to deprive 


tts in the leaſt of the Reality of his Subſtance. Bees OTE | 
© Tr'appears then, that FESUS' CHRIST, 'to we 1 the ancient Fi- 
gures, and to pur us in actual Pofſeflion of the Victim oftered for our 
Sins, had-intention to give us really his Body and Blood. Which is 
ſo evident, that our Adverfaries themſelves would have us believe 
they are of the fame opinion with us in this, tually repeating 
how* they deny not the aCQtual Preſence, nor the real Participation 
of ' the Body and Blood in the - Eucharift. This -we will examine 
hereafter, 'where we:think it [neceſſary to repreſent their Sentiments, 
after we have finifhed the Explication of thoſe of the Church. Bur in 
the mean time we will conclude, 'That if the plainneſs of our Sa- 
viours Words has forced them to acknowl his expreſs intention 
was to give us in reality his Fleſh, when he ſaid, Th# # ny Body, they 
__ not to be aſtoniſhed, if we_capnor: conſent to underſtand: thele 
| ords'only in Fig 6/1 1:4 15 "Ct $44 404 þ7 * 6311 
- In redlity; it appears that the Son of God, who was ſo careful to ex- 


plain to his: Apoſtles what he taught them under Parables and Figures, 
| having ſaid nothing here to explicate himſelf, left theſe Words un their 


natural 


Do this in remembrance of me. 


natural Signification. I know theſe Gentlemen pretend the Nature of 
the Thing explains it ſelf ſufficiently, becauſe we ſee very well, fay 
they,” what he preſents us is nothing but Bread and Wine ; but this 
Reaſon vaniſhes, when we conſider, he who ſpeaks has an Authorny 
which over-rules the Senſes, and a Power which has Dominion over 
Univerſal Nature. - : ; 

- The Son of God has no more difficulty to render his Body preſent in 
the Euchariſt, .by ſaying, Thx * my Body, than to cure a Woman of her 


Infirmity, by faying, Woman, thou art freed from thy Infirmity z Or to: Pre- Luc, 13. 12. 
ſerve the Life of 2 young Man, by faying to his Father, Thy Son liverh; John 4. 50. 
or to forgive the Sins of a Man ſick of the Palfie, by ſaying to him, Thy Marth. g. 2. 


ſins are forgiven thee. 
' Sothat we reſt preciſely upon his Words,not troubling our ſelves how 
he will execute what he has ſaid. He who do's what he will,by ſpeaking 
do's what he pleaſes ; and it was more eafie for the Son of God to force 
the Laws of Nature to verifie his Word,than it is for us to accommodate 
our Underſtandings to theſe kind of violent Interpretations, which break 
the Laws of common Diſcourſe. 

"Theſe Laws of Diſcourſe teach us, 'That a Sign which: repreſents a 
thing naturally, receives often the Name of the 'Fhing repreſented, it 
being as it were its Nature to bring the Idea of the thing into the 
Mind. The fame alſo happens, tho? with ſome reſtriftion, to inſtitu- 
ted Signs, when they are received, and Perſons accuſtomed to then: 
Bur that, in eſtabliſhing a Sign, which has no relation to the thing, as 
for example, -a Morſel of Bread to fignifie the Body of a Man, the 
Name of the thing ſignified ſhould be given to it without any Expli- 
cation, and before any Agreement, as FESUS CHRIST has done in his 
aft Supper, is a thing unheard of, and of which we find no Example 
mn __ Writ, not to fay in any Language. Neither do the Gentle- 
men-of the Pretended Reform'd Religion ſo fix themſelves to the Figt> 
rTative Senſe, which they would give to theſe Words of FESUS CHRIST, 
- but that at the fame time they acknowledge, he had intention in pro- 
nouncing them to give us in reality his Body and Blood. 


m__— C— 
— 


pull SECT. XL Sr 
Explication of theſe Words, Do this in remembrance of me. 


Frer having propoſed the Sentiments of the Church, touching theſe 
3. Words, Thi # my Body, we muſt explicate what ſhe thinks of thoſe 


'others, which FESUS "CHRIST added, Ds this in remembrance of me. Tt Luc. 22. 19. 
_ 18 manifeſt, the Jntention' of the Son of God is to oblige us by theſe 1 Cor. 11.24, 


Words to remember the Death which he has endured fot our Salvation, 


and St. Pay! concludes from theſefame Words, That we declare the Death 1 Cor. 11. 26: 
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_ Euchariſt. 


of our Saviour in this Myſtery. But they muſt not perſivade themſelves, 
the Remembrance of our Saviour's Death excludes the Real Preſence of 
his Body : on the contrary, if hows Þ C9 nan what we have lately expli- 
cated, they will clearly underſtand this Commemoration to be grounded 
upon the Preſence. For as the Fews in eating of the Peace-Offer- 
ings remembred they had been Immolated for them ; in the ſame man- 
ner, in eating of the Fleſh of FESUS CHRIST our Vidtim, we ought 
to remember he died for us. This very Fleſh then, eaten by the Faith- 
ful, not only renews in us the Memory of his Immolation, but confirms 
alſo the Reality of it to us. And weare fo far from having reaſon to 
fay, that this ſolemn Commemoration, which FESUS CHRIST ordaing 
us to make, excludes the Preſence of his Body ; that, on the contrary, 
we ſee this tender Remembrance which he would have us to make at the 
Holy Table of him, as Immolated for us, is grounded upon This; That 
this very Fleſh ought to be there taken Really, ſeeing in effeCt it is not 
poſſible for us to forget it was for us he gave his Body in Sacrifice, when 
weſe he daily gives us the fame Vidtim to eat. 

Muſt Chriltians, under pretenſe of Celebrating in the Lords Supper 
the Memory of the Paſſion of our Saviour, deprive this Pious Com- 
memoration of what it has moſt efficacious and tender in it? Ought 
they not to conſider, that JESUS CHRIST do's not command 
only to remember him, but to remember him in Eating of his Fleſh 
and Blood ? Conſider the Connexion and the Force of his Words. He 
do's not fay imply, as thoſe of the Pretended Reformation ſeem to un- 
derſtand him, That the Bread and Wine of the Euchariſt ſhould be to 
usa Memorial of his Body and Blood; but he advertifes us, that in doing 
what he has preſcrib'd, that is, in receiving his Body and Blood, we 
ſhould remember him. What & there in ws. a more powerkul tomake 
us remember him ? And if Children do. fo: tenderly remember their Pa- 


| rents, and their Bounties towards them, when they approach the 
emembrance 


Tombs where their Bodies are Interr'd; how t our 


and our Love to be excited, when we poſleſs theſe facred Vails, 


under this myſtical Sepulchre, this Living and Life-giving Fleſh, and 
this Blood yet flowing with his Love, and full of Spirit and Grace ? 
But if our Adverſaries continue to tell us, That he who commands us to 
remember him, does not give us. his proper Subſtance, we muſt, in fine, 

fe , they _ ROT 
the Real Communication of the proper Subftance of the Son of God 


-xn'the Eucharift, If their Words are ſerious, if their Do&rine he nor 


an Illufon, they muſt necefarily fay with us, The Remembrance does 
exclude all .kinds of Preſence, but only that which ſtrikes the 


Senſes, Their 'Anſwer ſhall be ours, ſeeing that, tho" we affirm F&- 


SUS CHRIST to be.preſent, yet we acknowledge at the fame timee 
is not preſent after a ſenſible manner. FE 


- Calviniſts Expoſition of the Real preſence 

- And if it ſhould be demanded, how it comes to paſs, thar tg 
as we do, the Senſes to have nothing to do in this Myſtery, we ſhoul 

not beijeve it ſufficient thar FESUS CHRISTſhould be preſent by Faith : 
ir is eafte to anſwer, and to clear this Equivocal Objection. It is one 
thing to ſay, the Sun of God is prefent to us by Faith, and another 
thing to fay, we know by Faith that he is prefear. 'The firſt manner 
of ſpeaking, imports only a Moral Preſence ; bur the ſecond ſignifies 
to us a very Rcal one, becaufe our Faith is moſt Real; and this Real 
Prefence known by Faith, is ſufficient to work all the torementioned 
Effects in the Fuſt Man, who lives by Faith, © © 


— 


— — 


SEC TT. XI. | 
Expoſition of the Calviniſts Dotrine concerning the Reat 
| Preſence. 
BY T to remove all Equivocations which Calviniſts make uſe of in this 
matter, and ſhow,at rhe ſame time, how near they-have approached 
tous, it will be convenient to add here the Expoſition of their Sentiments, 
tho? I only undertook toexplicate the Doctrine of the Church. 
Their DoRrine has two 'parts ; the one ſpeaks of nothing but the 
Figure, and the other of nothing bur the Reality of the Body and. Blood. 
We ſhall ſee each of theſe parts in Order. + 
They tell us firſt, This great Miracle of the Real Preſence, which 
we admit, is uſeleſs; that ir venough for our Salvation, JESUS CHRIST 
died for us; that his Sacrifice is ſufficiently applied tous by Faith ; and 
thatthis Application is certified tous by the WordofGod. They add, 
That if this Word maſt be clorhed with ſenſible Signs,it is enoughto 
give ſimple Symbols, fuch as the Water of Baptiſm, withour any neceſſ- 
ty of forching 
There ſeems to be nothing more eaſte than thismanner of peeing 
the Sacrament df _ the Lords Supper. Nevertheleſs, our' Adverfaries 
themſelves do not think it oughrto ſaffice them. * 'They know. ſuch 
kind of imaginations made *the $5e7nzans deny the great Miracle of the 
Incarnation. God might have faved us, ſay theſe Heretics, without ſo 
much difficulty ; he had nothing 16 do, but ro Pardon our faults, 'and 
might have ed us ſafficiently,” as well in Faith, as in; Manners, 
by the Preaching 'and- — of 2 Man full of the Holy Ghoſt, 
without ariy ndedof making him a God. But the Catvinsts,' as well as 
we, ſee the weakneſs of this Argument, which appears firſt from its 
nor appertaining tous todeny or affirm Myſteries, according as they 
appear to us uſeful or unprofitable ro our Salvation. -God alone-knows 
the Secret; and ir is our buſinefito render them-ufefut andfaving to us, 
in believing them as he propoſes them, and- inreceiving his ines 
- ver 


*the Body and Blood: of fFESUS CHRIST from Heaven: - 


Habac. 2. 4. 
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Calviniſts Expofirion of the Real preſence, 
after the mariner he beſtows rhem on us. Secondly, not to efter in- 
to the Queſtion,whether it. was Poſſible for God to fave us by any other 
means than the Incarnation, and Death of his Son, and not to meddle 
with thar unneceſfary Diſpute, which the Pretended Retorm'd Religion 
treats: of fo at length in the Schools, it ſuffices we have learnt: from 
the Scriptures, that the Son of Cod has been pleaſed to teſtifie his Love 
to us by incomprehenſible Efftefts. This love has been the Cauſe of 
this ſo Real an Union,by which he was made Man. This Love moved 
him to Immolate the ſame Body tor us, as really as he united himſelf ro 
it. All theſe deſigns are conſecutive, and this Love maintains it ſelf 
in all things with the ſame vigour. So that, when it ſhall pleaſe him 
ito make each of his Children experience the goodneſs he has teſtified ts 
all in general, by giving himſelf o them in particular, he will find out 
a method to accompliſh his Deſires, by no Il efficacious means, than 
thoſe by which he had already accomplifhed our Salvation. Upon 
which account we muſt not be hereafter aſtoniſhed, it he give to each 
of us the proper Subſtance of his Body and Blood. He does it that he 
may imprint in our Hearts, that it was for us he took them, and for 
us he offered them up in Sacrifice. "That which precceded, makes all 
that follows credible: to us ; the Order of his Myſteries diſpoſe us to 
believe all this ; and his expreſs word permits us not to doubr of it. 
Our Adverfaries faw very well, that ſimple figures and ſigns of his 
Body and Blood would not content Chriſtians, who are accuſtomed to 
the bounties of a'God, who gives himſelf to us fo really. Wherefore 
they wUl not ſuffer us to accuſe them of denying a real and ſubltantial 
Participation of FESUS CHRIST in their Supper. They athrm, as 


Cat. Dim.5 3, Well as we, that he makes us there Partakers of his proper Subſtance ; 
Conf. of. Faith, they tell us, that he nouriſhes and quickens us with the ſubſtance of his 


&rt. 36, 


Cat, Dim. 
$2. 


Body and Blood ;. and judging it would nor be enough to ſhew us, by 
ſome ſign, that we are Partakers of his Sacrifice, they ſay expreſly, that 


the Body of our Saviour, which is given us in the laſt Supper, aſſures us of | 


it: Words very remarkable, which we will examin by and- by. 
Behold then the Body and Blood of FESUS CHRIST prefent in our 
Myſteries, by the acknowledgement of the Calviniſts ; For what is Com- 


municated according to its proper ſubſtance, muſt bereally preſent, Ir is 


true, they explicate this Communication, by ſaying, it is in Spirze, and 
by Faith: but itis true alſo, they will have it Real. And becauſe it is 
impoſſible to make it intelligible how a Body, that is Communicated to 
us only in Spirit, and by Faith, can be Communicated to us really, and 
in its proper ſubſtance, therefore they have'not been able to: continue 
frm in « two parts of a Dod@rine ſo contradictory, and they have 
been obliged to acknowledg two things which cannot be true, bur by 
(6 _ whatthe Catholic Church teacheth. : p : 
he Feſt is That JESUS CHRIST is given to us in the Euchariſt 


aker 
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© Calviniſts Expoſition of the Real preſence 


after a manner which neither - agrees with that of —_— nor the 


Preaching of the Goſpel, - but 1s peculiar to this Myſtery. Weſhall 
ſee by and by the Conſequence of this Principle : Bur let us ftrit ſee how 
It is granted us by thoſe of the Pretended Reformation. 

; Twill not here alledg-the Authority of any particular Author, but 
the proper words of their Catechiſm, where it explicates what concerns 
the Jaſt Supper. Ir do's not only tell us in expreſs terms, that FESUS 
CHRIST is given us in the Supper, in reality, and according to his 


tiſm, and the Goſpel, yet nevertheleſs, it us only in part, aud not fully, From 
whence it follows, that he is given us in the Lords Supper fully, and 
got wm paſty; ©: 5.55; Go 
' There is a vaſt difference betwixt receiving in part, and receivin 
fully. If then we receive FESUS CHRIST every where elſe in part, and 
it be only in the Lords Supper, we receive him fully ; it follows by 
the conſent of our Adverfaries, that we muſt look out for a participati- 
on inthe laſt Supper which is proper only to this Myſtery, and which 
do's notagree with Baptiſm and Preaching ; bur at the fame time 1t 
follows allo, that this participation is not annexed to Faith, becauſe 
Faith being generally diſperſed through all the Actions of a Chriſtian, 
is found in Preaching and in Baptiſm, as well as in the Lords Supper : 
In reality, it is remarkable, that what delire ſoever the Pretended 
Reformers had to render Baptiſm and Preaching equal to the laſt Sup- 
per, becauſe FESUS CHRIST is there truly Communicated to us, they 
durſt never affirm in their Catechiſms, that FESUS CHRIST is given 
us 1n his proper Subſtance, by Baptiſm and Preaching, as they fay 
he 1s given in the Euchariſt. 'They ſaw then, they could nor avoid 
attributing ro the Euchariſt a manner of poflefling FESUS CHRIST 
peculiar only to this Sacrament ; and that Faith, which is common to 
all the. Actions of a Chriſtian, could not be this particular manner. 
Burt this peculiar manner of poſleſfing FESUS «CHRIST in the laſt Sup- 
per ought alſo to be Real, ſeeing it gives to the Faithful the proper 
ſubſtance of the Body and Blood of FESUS CHRIST. So that we muſt 
conclude, from what they grant us, there is in the Euchariſt a Real 
manner of receiving the Body and Blood of our Saviour, which is 
not performed by Faith ; and this is what the Catholic Church teaches. 
The ſecond thing granted by the Pretended Reformers, is taken out 
of that Article which immediately follows that which I have already 
cited out of their Catechiſm; which is, That the Body of our Lord JESUS 
for as much. as it was once offered up in Sacrifice to reconcile us to God, 1 now 
given to aſſure us, we have a part in that Reconciliation. | 


If there be any Senſe in theſe Words,if they be not an uſcleſs ſound, 


anda vain amuſement, we ought to underſtand by them, that FESUS 


CHRIST do's not give us a Symbol only, but his proper Body, to affure 
£ | . E us, 


Fi. Subſtance, but that, tho* he be rruly-Communicated to us, both by Bap- 
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Calviniſts Expoſition of the Real Profence. 

us we partake of his Sacrifice, and of the Reconciliation of Mankind; But 
if the reception of the Body of our Lord-afſures us of our participation 
of the Fruits of his Death ; this participation of the Fruits muſt neceflart 


ly be diſtinguiſhed from the reception of the Body, ſeeing one is the 


pledg of the other. From whence, to proceed, I fay, If our Adverlaries 
are forced to diſtinguiſh in the laſt Supper the participation of the Body 
of our Bleſſed Sayiour, from the participation of the Fruits of his Grace 
in his Sacrifice, they muſt alſo neceflarily make a diſtin&tion between the 
participation of this Divine Bodz, and all kinds of Spiritual participati- 
on by Faith. 'This latter participation. will never furniſh them with 
two diſtin&t Actions, by one of which they receive the Body of our Sa- 
viour, and by the other, the benefit of this Sacrifice ; no Man being 
able to concerve what difference there is betwixt partaking by Faith of 
the Body of our Saviour, and partaking by Faith of the Fruit of his 
Death. "They muſt therefore acknowledge, thar beſides the Communi- 
on, by which we ſpiritually partake of the Body of our Saviour, and al- 
ſo of his Spirit,_by receiving the fruit of his Death ; there is alſo a-Real 
Communion of the Body s the ſame Saviour, which is to us a certain 
Pledge of the others being aſfured to us, if we put no- impediment to 
ſuch a Grace by an evil Diſpoſition. "This is neceffarily included in the 
Principles they admit, and they will never be able to explicate this 
Truth, with the leaſt ſhadow of Solidity, if they return not to the Sen- 
timents of the Church. - 

Who will not here admire the force of Truth? All the  19nw/ ne 
ces which follow from: the acknowledged Principles of our Adverfaries, 
are perfectly underſtood in the Sentiment of the' Chureh-Catholic ; 
the moſt meanly inſtructed, without difficulty conceive, that in the Eu- 
chariſt there is a Communion with FESUR CHRIST; which is not to be 
found any where elſe. It is no difhiculty for them to underſtand his Bo« 
dy is given us, to aſſure us we partake of his Sacrifice and of his Death, They 
diſtinguiſh clearly betwixt theſe two neceſſary manners of uniting our 
ſelves to FESUS CHRIST; the one, in receiving his proper Fleſh ; the 
other, in receiving his Spirit: the firſt of which is granted us, as a cer- 
tain Pledge of the Second. But ſeeing theſe things are inexplicable in the 
Sentiments of our Adverfaries, tho on theother hand they cannot deny 
them, we muſt neceſſarily conclude, that Errour has thrown them in- 
to a manifeſt ContradiEtion. ; 

I have been often aſtoniſhed they did not explicate their Doctrine af- 
ter 2 more plain manner. Why did they not always, without ſo many 
Formalities, perſevere to ſay, that FESUS CHRIST having ſhed his 
Blood for us, repreſented to us this effuſion, by giving us two diſtinct 
figns of his Body and Blood ; that he was pleaſed indeed to give to theſe 
Ugns the name of the thing it ſelf : that theſe Sacred Signs were Pledges to- 
a{lure us of our partaking of the Fruit of his Death, and that we were 


ſpiritually 
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ginations. "The Arians would gladly have refuſed our B 


Calvinifts Expoſition of the Real Preſence. 
foiri nouriſhed by thevertue of his Body and Blood? Afterſo ma 
ran 40 Prave ſagns often receive the names of the things r-4 
nified, and thar for this reaſon the ſign of the Body might be called the 
Body, allthis connedtion of Do&trine obliges them naturally to fixthere. 
'To render theſe ſigns efficacious, it ſufhced the Grace of Redemption 
was annexed to them, or rather, according totheir Principles, -that it 
wasin them confirmed to us. 'T'hey needed not have-tormented them- 
ſelves, as they have done, to make us underſtand we receive the proper 
Body of our Saviour, to afſure us we partake of the Grace of his Death. 
They were well exopgh fatished to have the Water of Baptiſm a ſign of 
the Blood which: waſheth us; and it never entred into their fancies to 
ſay, we there received the proper fubſtance of the Blood of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, toaffureus his vertue is there diffuſed upon us. If they had 
argued after-the ſame manner as tothe Euchariſt, their DoEtrine would 
have been leſs embroyled. But thoſe who invent and innovate, cannot 
expreſs all they have a mind to. They find certain truths, and maxims 
eſtabliſhed which incommode them, and force a prawn their Ima- 

| fled Savioyr 
the name of 'God, or the only Sonof God. "The Neftorians did not 
admit, 'but -with relu&tance, that kind of I know not what Unity of 
perſon in FESUS CHRIST, which-we find-in their Writings. ''The Pe 
lagians, who denied Original {m, would alſo willingly haye:denied thar 
Baptiſm was given to little Children for the remiſſion of fins: tor by 
that means they would have been -freed from the Argument which Ca- 
tholics drew: from —_ Rice to prove -that, Original defe&. But, as 
I juſt now'fatd, thoſe who find ſome truths firmly eſtabliſhed, have not 
the boldneſs, or -rather impudence to oyerthrow all. Let the Catoini/ts 
ingenuouſly confeſs the truth ; they would have been well pleaſed to ac- 
knowledge in the Euchariſt the Body of our Blefled Saviour only figura- 
tively, and the ſole participation of his Spirit in effect, laying aide thoſe 
great words of Participation of his proper fabſtance, and the many others 
which import a Real Preſence, and ferve only to perplex them. It would 
have been more to their humour, to have acknowledged, in the Lords 
Supper, no other Communian with FESUS CHRIST, but what 1s alſo 
common to Preaching, and to Baptiſm, withour telling us, as-they have 
done, that in the Lords Supper he is received in plennituge, and every 
whereelfe only in pare. ' But however this.was their, Inclination, yet the 
very force of the terms oppoſe them, our Bleſſed Saviour having faid fo 
preciſely of the Euchariſt, This is my Body, This is my Blood; which he 
never aid of any other thing, nor upon any other occaſion ; what likeli- 
hood was thereof rendring that common to all the Actions of a Chri- 
ſtian, which, his expreſs word had annexed to one particular Sacrament 2 
And farther, the whole order. of Divine Providence, the conhexion of 
Doctrine and Holy Myſteries, the —__—"Y of FESUS CHRIST ” 
| 2, PY 
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Of Tranſubſtantiation and Adoration, &c, 
laſt Supper, the words themſelyes which he uttered, and the impreffion 
which they naturally form in the minds of the Faithful, giveus nothing 
but the Ideas of his Real preſence. Therefore it was neceflary our 
Adverfaries- ſhould find out ſome expreſſions, the ſound of which might; 

es 
himſelf either entirely upon- Faith, as Catholics do; or entirely upon 
Human Reaſon, as Infidels do ; it is eafie for him to eſtabliſh a con- 
nected and uniform model of DoEtrine. But when a man -goes about 
to make a compoſition of one and the other,he always fays ſomething 
which he would not fay, and afterwards falls into opinions, the ſole 
Contrarieties of which ſhew the Manifeſt falſity of them. | 
This is what has happened to theſe Gentlemen of the Pretended Reforn'd 
Religion ; and God has fo permitted it, to facilitate their return ro Ca- 
tholic Unity, For, whereas their proper experience ſhews them, they 
muſt neceſſarily expreſs themſelves as we do, to ſpeak, the Language of Truth ; 
ought they not to judge it neceſſary to think as we do, to underſtand it 
Right ? If they obſerve in their own Belief many expreſſions which have 
no ſenſe but according to our Teners, is it not ſufficient to convince them, 
that Truth 1s not in its full perfeFion but amongſt us? And ought not thoſe 
ainconnefed parts of Catholic Do&rine, which are ſcattered here and there 
in their Catechiſms, but which, as I may fay, require to be United to 
the whole ; ought they not, I fay, to excite them to ſearch, in the 
Communion of the Church, a full and entire explication of the Myſtery of the 
Euchariſt > 'They would, no doubt, be brought to it, did not humane 
refletions trouble and perples their Faith, which has too much depen- 
dence \upon ſenſe. But having ſhewn what Fruit they ought to Reap 


| from the Expoſition of their DoArine, let us fniſh- the Explication of our 


0100, 
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| b, SECT. XIII. | 
Of Tranſubſtantiation and Adoration , and: in what ſenſe 
the Euchariſt is ſaid to be a Sign. | 
T having been Convenient, as was faid before, that the Senſes ſhould 
not. perceive any thing in this Myſtery of Faith, it was neceſſary 
nothing ſhould be changed, in reſpeCt of them, in the Bread and Wine 
of the Euchariſt, Upon which account, being we ſee the ſame Species, 
and feel the fame Effects as before in this Sacrament, we muſt not won- 
der, if the fame name be given.to them ſometimes, and in ſome certain 
ſenſe. Yet notwithſtanding, Faith being attentive to His word, who 
performs what pleaſes him in Heaven and on Earth, acknowledges here 
no other Subſtance, but what is deſigned by the fame word, that 15 to 


fay, the pro yer Body and Blood of Feſus Chriſt, into which the ood 
| ' | _ 


Sacrifice of the Maſs. 
and Wine are changed; this is what we call Tranſubſtantiation. 

However, that Real Verity which is interiorly contained in the 
Euchariſt, hinders not the exterior and ſenſible part from being a ſign ;; 
but a figa of ſfucha Nature, that it is ſo far from excluding the Reali- 
ty of the thing ſignified, it bears it neceſlarily along with it, keing 
that in effect, thele words, Thx # my Body, pronounc'd upon that 
matter, which JESUS CHRIST himſelf made choice of,. is to us a- 
certain ſign that his Body is preſent, and tho the Symbols appear always 
the ſame to our Senſes, * wy our Mind Judges otherwile of them, and: 
not according to Senſe ; becauſe a ſuperior Authority interpoles. 
So that, whereas certain Species, and a certain ſequel of natural im- 
preſſions on. our Senſes; have been accuſtomed to deſign to us the 
ſubſtance of Bread and Wine, the Authority of Him,. in whom we 
believe, cauſes theſe ſame Species to begin to ſhew us another ſubſtance. 
For we giveear to him who ſaid, that ths, which we receive and eat, : 
hx Body ; and ſuch is the force of theſe words, as they hinder us from 
referring thoſe exterior appearances to the ſubſtance of Bread, and: 
induce us to refer them to-the Body of JESUS CHRIST there preſent :: 
Inſomuch that the Preſence of ſuch an adorable Object being: rendered; 
certain tous by this ſign, weare not afraid to pay it our Adorations. 

I will not dwell upon the point of Adoration, becauſe the moſt lear-- 
ned and moſt intelligent of. our Adverfaries have long ſince granted us,: 
thoſe who are perſwaded of the Real preſence of FESUS CHRIST in the: 
Euchariſt ought to pay him in it their Adorations. | | 

- In fine, b__ once convinced, the all-powerful words of the-Son of 
God Operate-whatever they declare, we believe that in the laſt Supper,. 
they had their effect as ſoon as they were pronounced by him ; and by 
a neceſſary Conſequence we acknowledg the Real Preſence of his Bod _- 


before our receiving of it. 


Y 
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SECT. XIV. 


Sacrifice of the Maſs. 


T Hefe things being ſuppoſed, there remains no particular difficulty” 
about the Sacrifice which we acknowledg in the Euchariſt. 

We have Obſerved two ations in this Myſtery, which ceaſe not” 
- to be diſtin&t, tho one of them has a Relation to the other.. 'Fhe firſt: 
is the Conſecration, by which the Bread and Wine are changed into- 
the Body and Blood ; and the ſecond is thereceiving, - by which we: 
partake of them. 2 

In the Conſecration, the Body and the Blood are myſtically ſeparated: 
becauſe JESUS CHRIST faid fe tely, This is my Body, this my Blood; 
which includes a liyely-and ics Repreſentation of the .yiolent 
Death ke ſuffered. So : 
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Sacrifice of the Maſs. 


'So that the Son of Gad 4s placed uponthe Holy Table, in vertue of 
theſe words, cloathed-with thoſe.{igns which Repreſent his Death ; this 
1s effected by Canſecration, and this Religious actiqn carries with it an 
acknowledgment of Gods Soyeraignty, in as much as Feſas Chriſt there 
preſent, renews and perpetuates, in ſome ſort, the:Remembrance of 
bis being Qbedient, even to the death of the Croſs : 'So that there is 
nothing wanting to render this a true Sacrifice. 

Wecannot doubt but this Aﬀtian, as diftin& from that of Commu- 
nicating, is of it ſelf acceptable to God, and makes him look upon us 
with a more propitious Eye, becauſe it Repreſents to him that voluntary 
Death which his beloved Son has ſuffered tor us Sinners, or rather places 
before his Eyes that very Son of his, under the {igns of this Death, 
by which his Wrath had been appealed. 

All Chriftians will confeſs the ſole Preſence of FESUS CHRIST to be 
a moſt Powerful Interceſlion before God for all mankind ; according to 
the ſaying of the Apoltle, that Feſus Chriſt preſents himſelf and appears 
for us before the Face of God. Sothat we believe Feſns Chriſt being pre- 
ſent upon the Holy Table, under this Figure of Death, intercedes for 
us, and Repreſents continually to his Father that death which he has 
ſuffered for his Church. 

. It is inthis Senſe we ſay, Feſus .Chriſt offers up himſelf to God for 
us in the Euchariſt ; it 1safter this manner we conceive this Oblation 
renders God more propitious to us, and therefore we call this a Propi- 
tiatory Sacrifice. 

When we conſider what:it-is, Feſus Chriſt Operates in this Myſtery, 
and when weſee him by Faith preſent upon this Holy 'Table,together 
with theſe Signs of death, 'we Unite our ſelves.to him in this Eſtate; 
we preſent him to God, asour only Victim, and our fole Propitiator 


by his Blood, confeſling we have nothing to offer .up to God but 


Feſus Chriſt, and the infinite Merit of his Death. We Confecrate all 
our Prayers by this Holy Oblation, and in preſenting Feſus Chriſt, to 
God, we learn at the ſame time, to offer up our ſelves ro the Divine 


- Majeſty in him, and by him, as living Sacrifices. 


is is the Sacrifice of Chriſtians, infinitely diflerent from what was 
offered up in the Old Law : A Spiritual Sacrifice becoming the New 
Covenant, .in which the preſence of the Victim 1s only perceived by 
Faith.; in which the Word of God is:the Spiritual Sword which makes 
a'M offical _—_— berwixt the Body and the Blood; in which by 
conſequence the Blood is ' only ſhed Myſtically, and in -which ;Death. 
only intervenes by Repreſentation: And yet however a moſt Real 
Sacrifice, in as much as Feſus Chriſt is there truly contained, and 
preſented to his Farther, under this ;Figure of Death : But a: Comme- 
morative Sacrifice, which is fo far:from taking away our adhefion -to 


the Sacrifice of 'the- Croſs '(as it is gbjeted to us) on the congrarys. i 
fixes 


The Epiſtle' to' the Hebrews; 
fxesus the firmer to it by all'its circumſtances; ſeeing it has not only an 
entire relation to it, but in reality, has:neither being nor fubliſtence but 
by this relation, from-whence it deriverh.all che Vertue contained in it. 

This is the expreſs DoQtring/of the Catholic Church in the Council 
of Trent, which teaches, that this Sacrifice is inſtituted only 29 repreſent 
that which was once accompliſhed. upon the Croſs; to perpetuate the memory 
Se to the end of the World; and to apply. to us the ſaving Fertue of it for the 
Ru of thoſe ſins which we commit every day. So that the Church is fo 
far from believing, that ſomething. wants to perfe& the Sacrifice of the 
Croſs; onthe contrary, ſhe thinks it ſoperfeCt, and ſo fully ſufficient, as 
what is added, is only inftituted to celebrate the Memory, and apply 
Its Vertue. | 

By which the ſame Church acknowledges, that all the merit of the 
Redeniption of Mankind Ja iy upon the Death of rhe Son of God ; 
and it ought to beunderſtood, from all we have already expounded, thar 
when we fay to God in the Celebration of the Divine Myſtery, Fe offer 
unto you this Holy Hoſt, we pretend not by this Oblation, to make, or 


preſent to God a new payment of the price of our Salyation,. but tooffer” 


upto him inour behalfs, the Merits of our Bleſſed FESUS there preſent, 
and the infinite price which he onee paid for us upon the Croſs. 

The Gentlemen of the Pretended Refornrd Religion do not think 
they offend FESUS CHRIST, by offering him to God as preſent to their 
Faith; and if they believed him to be really there,, what repugnance 


could they have to offer him up as truly preſent ; So that the whole dif-- 


ute ought indeed to he redaced to the Real Preſence alone. 

From hence forwards, all thoſe falſe Ideas,. which theſe Gentlemen of 
the Pretended Reform'd Religion form to themſelves of the Sacrifice 
which we offer, ought to be effaced. "They ought freely to acknow- 
ledge Catholics pretend not to make a new ——— to appeaſe God 
a freſh, as if he had not been ſufficiently fatisfied by the Sacrifice of the 
Croſs; or to make ſome addition to- the Price of our Salvation, as if it 


were imperfe&. All theſe things have no place in our Do&rine ; be-- 
cauſe all that is here done, is intended by way of Interceſſion and Appli-- 


cation, as we have now explicated, 


— 
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SECT. XV. 
The Epiſtle to the Hebrews. 


AF ter this Explication, thoſe mighty Objections drawn from the 

Epiſtle to the Hebrews, and ſo much enforced againſt us, will appear 
to have little reaſon in them : and it is in vain our Adverfaries ſtrive to 
prove, from the ſentiments of the Apoſtle, that we annul the Sacrifice 


of the Croſs, Bur becauſe the beſt-way to prove that two DoCEtrines are ® 


ROT 


* any kind be ſuppoſed without overthrowing the whole Scripture, and 


The Epiſtle to the Hebrews. 
aot oppoſite to one another;is to ſhew, by explicating them, that no Pro- 
poſitions of the one is cofitrary to the Propoſitions of the other ; I think 
I am bound in this place to propoſe in ſhort the Doctrine of this Epiltle. 
The Apoſtle intends in this Epiſtle to teach us, that a finner could 
not avoid Death, but by ſubſtituring ſome one in his place to die. for 
him ; that whilſt Men ſubſtituted only Beaſts to be killed in their places, 
their Sacrifices operated nothing, but a publick acknowledgment of 
their having deſerved Death ; and thar, ſeeing the Divine Juſtice 'could 
not be ſatisfied by ſo unequal an exchange,they _ again every Gay to 
ſhy new Victims ; which was a certain mark of the inſutficieney of that 
ſubſtitution : But that, ſince FESUS CHRIST had vouchfafed to die for 
Sinners, God being farisfied, by the free Oblation of ſo worthy a Perſon 


' ſubſtituting himſelf, he had nothing more to exact for the price of our 


Redemption. From whence the Apoſtle concludes, we ought not only 
ro offer up no more Victims after FESUS CHRIST, but that FESUS 
.CHRIST himſelf ought to be but once offered up to Death for us. 

Let the Reader then, who is ſolicitous for his Souls Salvation, and a 
lover of Truth, refle& a little upon what we have faid concerning the 
manner how JESUS CHRIST' offers up himſelf to God for us in the Eu- 
chariſt; I am certain, he will not find any Propoſition contrary to thoſe 
T have here related from the Apoſtle ; or which weakens his Argument ; 
ſo that nothing can be objected to us, but his ſilence upon this poiar. 
But thoſe who would but conſider the wiſe diſtribution which God 
makes of his ſecrets in the ſeveral Books of Scripture, would not oblige 
us to receive, from the ſole Epiſtle to the Hebrews, all our inſtructions 
concerning a matter which was not neceflary to the Subject of thar 


Epiſtle ; ſeeing the Apoſtle intends to explicate in it, the perfeCtion of 
f f 


the Sacrifice of the Croſs, and not the different manners which God has 
1nſtiruted to apply it to us. 

And to remove all Ejuivocation, if we take the word Offer in the 
ſenſe it is made uſe of in this Epiſtle, as implying the aCtual Death of the 
Victim, we will publickly confeſs, that JESUS CHRIST is now no 
more offered up, neither in the Euchariſt, nor any where elſe. But be- 
cauſe this word has a larger fignification in other places of Scripture, 
where it is often ſaid, We offer up to God what we preſent before him ; 
the Church, which forms her Language, and her Doctrine not from the 
ſole Epiſtle to the Hebrews, but from the whole Body of the Holy Scrip- 
ture, is not afraid to ſay, that JESUS CHRIST offers up himſelf to 
God wherever he appears before his Face upon our behalf, and that by 
Lonſequence, he offers up himſelf in the. Euchariſt, according to the 
Holy Fathers expreffions. | 

Now to imagine this manner, of JESUS CHRIST*s, prefenting him- 
ſelf ro God, ſhould injure the Sacrihce of the Croſs, is what cannot in 


particularly 
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Refieftions upon the preceding Dotrine. 
icularly this Epiſtle, which is ſo-vehemently objected againſt us. For 
it muſt, by the ſame reaſon, be concluded, that when FESUS CHRIST 


offered up himſelf to God, In enrring into the World, to ſubſtitute him Hb. 10. 5. 
ſlf in place of thoſe Victims which could not pleaſe him, he injured that Heb. 9. 24. 


Action by which he offered up himſelf upon the Croſs; that when he 


continues to appear before God for us, he weakens that Oblation by which Heb. 9+ 26+ 
he appeared once, by the immulation of himſelf, and that not ceaſing to inter- Heb, 7. 25+ 


cede for us, he accuſes of inſufficiency thar interceflion which he made in 
dying with /o many tears, and ſuch an exclamation. 

all this would be ridiculous. We muft therefore underſtand, that 
FESUS CHRIST, who once offer2d up. himſelf ro be the humble Victim 
of the Divine Juſtice, do's not ceaſe to offer up himſelf always for 'us ; 
that the infinite perfeCtion of the Sacrifice of the Croſs co in this, 
that whatſoever preceded it, as well as what follows it, has an entire re- 
ference to it : that as what preceded it, was a preparation to it ; fo that- 
which follows it, is the conſummation and application of it ; that in 
reality the payment of the price of our Redemption is no more reitera- 
ted, nn twas fully diſcharg'd the firſt time ; but that what applys' 
| that Redemption to us, cantinues without ceafing ; laſtly, that we muſt 
make a diſtin&tion berwixt the things which are reiterated as imperfect, 
and thoſe which are continued as perfect and neceſlary. 


ct 
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SEC T. NXVL 
Reflettions upon the preceding Dofrine. 


E conjure all thoſe of the Pretended Reformation, to make ſome 
YY little Reflection upon what has been faid concerning the Eucha- 


riſt, 

The Doctrine of the Real Preſence has been the neceflary foungation 
of it. This Foundation is impugned by the Calvini/ts. ere 1s no- 
thing appears more important than this in our Controverſies ; ſeeing the 
Queſtion is concerning the Real Preſence of FESUS CHRIST himſelf. 
There is nothing our Adverfaries find more difficult to believe. And 
there is nothing in which we are fo directly oppoſite, as in this. 

. In moſt other Diſputes, when theſe Gentlemen hear us with calmneſs, 
they find the difficulties vaniſh, and that they are more offended with 
words, than with the things themſelves. On the contrary, upon this ſub- 
ject we agree more about the manner of ſpeaking ; becauſe both ſides uſe 
the words of Real Participation, and the like : But the fuller we explicate 
our ſelves, the more we find our ſelves oppoſed ; becauſe our Adverſa- 
ries do not receive all the Conſequences of thoſe truths which they admit, 


being diſcouraged (as I faid) by the difficulties which Senſe and Human 
Reafon find in theſe conſequences. "= Thi 
is 
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RefleAions upon the Preceding Doftrine. 


This is therefore, to fay truly, the moſt difficult of our Controvere - 


fies, and that in which we are molt oppolite to one another. 

Nevertheleſs God has permitted the Latherans ſhould adhere to the 
belief of the Real Preſence as well as we : And he has alſo permitted 
the Caloinifts ſhould declare this Doctrine to have #d Poyſon 7n it ; that 
it do's not ſubvert the foundations of Salvation. and Faith ; and that it 
ought not to break Communion berwixt Brethren. 

| Ln thoſe of the Pretended Reform?d Religion, who think ſeriouſly of 
their Salvation, render themſelves here attentive to that Order , which 
the Divine Providence makes uſe of to bring them inſenſibly nearer ro 
us and Truth. One may either entirely diflipate all the other grounds of- 
their complaints, or at leaft reduce them to very few Heads, with 2 
little explication. In this where we cannot hope to Conquer by this 
Method, they have themſelves removed the Chief difficulty, by de- 
claring this ine to contain nothing im it contrary to Salvation, or to 
the fundamentals of Religion. 

It is true, the Lutherans, tho? they concur with us in the ground of 
the Reality, yet admit not all the Conſequences of it. 'They put Bread 
7 + with .the Body of FESUS CHRIST ; ſome of them reje& the 
Adoration; and they ſeem to acknowledge the Real Preſence only in 
the Act of | Receiving. But all the fubtility of the Miniſters can never 
perſwade ingenuous and underſtanding Perſons, but that, if they main- 
rain the Real Preſence, which is the moſt important and the moſt 
difficult Point, they ought alſo to maintain the Reſt. 

Moreover, . the ſame. Providence, ' which labours Secretly for our 
nearer Union, and lays the Foundations of Reconciliation and of peace 
in the midft of Bitterneſs and Diſputes, has farther permitted the 
Calviniſts to allow, that ſuppoſing theſe words, Tho «© my Body, ought 
ro be taken in a literal ſenſe,C atholics do reaſon better and more Confe- 
quently than the Lutherans. ILY 3s SEN 

IF I relate not the Paffages which have been f5 often cited on this 
4ccount, 1 hore Iſhall eafily be excuſed, becaufe 'all thoſe, who are nor 
obſtinate, will grant us withour difficulty, that the Real Preſence be- 
ing ſuppoſed, our Do&trine is that which moſt naturally follows. 

It is then an eſtabliſhed Truth, that our Do&rine in this Point 
contains nothing but the Real Preſence rightly underſtood. But we 

"muſt not ſtop there; and we beſeeth the Pretended Reforny'd ro-confider, 
we make uſe of no other things to explicatethe Sacrifice of the Eucha- 
Tit, but only ſuch as are I included in this reality of Preſence. 

If. it ſhould be asked us after this, how it comes then to paſs the 
Lutherans, who believe the Real Preſence, ſhould nevertheleſs reje& 
the Sacrifice, which is according to us, only a Cenſequence of it : Our 
Anſwer is in one word, that this Do@rine muſt be numbred amongft 


the other Conſequences of the Real Prefence, which theſe gy = 
: have 
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Communion under both kied. 


have not uaderſtood, and which we have' penetrated much better than 
they, as the Calviniſts themſelves Confeſs. : 

: If our explications perſwade theſe laſt, that our Doftrine about the 
Sacrifice is included in that of the Real Preſence, they ought to ſee 
clearly that this mighty Diſpute of the Sacrifice of the Mafs, which has 
filled ſo many, Volumes, - and occaſioned ſo many InyeQives, ought 
from henceforwards to be retrenched from rhe body of their Contro- 
verſies, becauſe this Point has not now any particular difficulty, and 
(which is much. more important) becauſe this Sacrifice, againſt which 
they have fo great repugnance, is no other but a neceſſary Conſequence 
and a natural explication of a DoEtrine, which, according to them, has 
20 venom 1n i Yo them: now Examine themſelves, and after this, try 
before God whether they have ſo much Reaſon, as my imagine, to 
withdraw themſelves from thoſe Altars, where their fore-Fathers res 
ceived the Bread of life. | 


LE— 


S.E-C T..: XVI 
Communion under both kinds. 


'T Here remains one other Confequence of this Doctrine to be exa* 
mined, which is,that FESUS CHRIST being really preſent in the 
Sacrament, the grace and Benedi&ion is not annexed to the ſenſible- 
Species, but to the proper ſubſtance of his Fleſh, which is living, and 
lite-giving, becauſe of the Divinity 'which is United' to.it. Upon which 
account, all thoſe who believe*the ' Real preſence, ought not. to have 
any diftculty to Communicate under one fole Species, becauſe they 
there receive all that is eſſential to this Sacrament, together with a 
plenitude fo ſecure, becauſe there being now no Real ſeparation be- 
twixt the Body and the Blood, (as hath From faid) we receive entirely, 
and without diviſion. him, who 1s ſolely capable to fatiate us. . 

* *This1s the folid foundation, upon which the Church, interpretin 
the Precept of Communion has declared, we may receive the Sandtift- 
cation, which this Sacrament carries with it, under one ſole ſpecies ; 
and if ſhe have reduced her Children to this fole ſpecies, it was not 
out of diſeſteem of the other; ſeeing, on the contrary, ſhe did it to 
hinder thoſe Irreverences,which' the confuſion and negligence of people 
had occaſioned in thele latter ages,reſerving to her ſelf, the re-eſtabliſh- 


ment of Communion under both kinds, according as it ſhould become + 


more. advantagious to Peace and Unity. 

Catholic Divines have made it appear to thoſe of the Pretended 
Reformation, how they themſelves have made uſe of ſeveral ſuch like 
Interpretations, in what belongs to the uſe of the Sacrament ;-bur 
aboye all they had rgaſon to remark n which is: taken out of the k, 2 
{KY | {4 2 A | Chap, 
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The written and unwritten Word. | 
12-Chap. of their Diſcipline,” Title of the Lords Sapper, Art. 7. where 
we find theſe words: The Bread of the Lords Supper oughr to be adminiſtred 
to thoſe who cannot drink Wine, upon their making proteſtation, that it # not 
out of contempt, and endeavouring what they can poſſibly, to obviate all Scan 
dal even by approaching the Cup as neer their Months. as they are able, They 
have judged, by this regulation that both ſpecies were not, by the in- 
ftitution of FESUS CHRIST, effential ro the Communion : otherwiſe 
they ought to have abſolutely refuſed the Sacrament to thoſe, who: 
could not receive it whole/and entire, and not to give it them after a 
manner contrary to that which FESUS CHRIST had commanded ; in 
which caſe their difability would have been their excuſe. But our Ad- 
verſaries conceived it would be an exceſſive rigour, not to allow at leaft 
one of the ſpecies to thoſe, who-could not receive the other ; and as 
this condeſcendence has no ground in Scripture, they muſt acknowledge 
with us, the words, by which FESUS CHRIST propoſes to us the two 
ſpecies, are liable to ſome Interpretation, and that this Interpretation 
ought to be declared by the Authority of the Church. 

But it might ſeem as if this Article of their Diſcipline, which was made 
in the Synod of Poitiers held inthe year 1560, had been reformed by 
the Synod of Pertueil held inthe year 1567. where it is faid the company 
7s not of opinion, the Bread ſhould be adminiſtred to thoſe who would not re- 
reive the Cup. Theſe two Synods nevertheleſs are no ways oppoſite. 
' That of Fertueil ſpeaks enly of thoſe who will not receive the Cu : And 
that of Poitiers of thoſe only who cannot. In effet, notwithſtanding the 
Synod of Vertueil, this Article remains in their Diſcipline, and has been 
KA approved by a latter Synod than that of Vertueil, by the Synod of 
1a Rechell in 1571, where this Article was review'd, and put into that 
ſtare in which it now is. 

Bur ſuppoſing the Synods of the Pretended Reform'd Religion had 
differed in their Sentiments, it would only follow that the matter in 
queſtion regards not Faith, and that it 15of the number of thoſe, which 
are at the Churches diſpoſal according to their own Principles. 


s 


| —_— 


SE CT. XVIIL 
The written and unwritten Word. 


'J HERE remains nothing more now, but to explicate what Catho- 
Foy hics believe touching the Word of God, and the Authority of the 
Church. | 

_ FESUS' CHRIST having laid the Foundation of his Church by Preach- 
ing, the unwritten Word was the firſt Rule of Chriſtianity ; arid when 
the Writings of the New Teſtament were added, this unwritten Ward did 
not upon that account loſe its Authority : which makes us-receive with 
<qual veneration all that was ever taught by the Apoſtles, _— by 
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The Authority of the Chuch. 


clared. And ir isa moſt certain ſign, a Dodrine comes from the Apo- 
ſtles, when it is univerſally embraced by all Chriſtian Churches, with- 


ceive all that is eftabliſhed after this manner, with the ſubmiſhon due 

to Divine Authority ; and we are perſwaded thoſe of the Pretended 
Reformation, who are not obſtinate, are in the bottom of their Hearts 
of the ſame Opinion; it being impoflible to believe a Doctrine, re- 
ceived from the beginning of the Church, can flow from any other 
ſource than that of the Apoſtles. Wherefore our Adverſaries ought 
not to wonder if we, who are carcful to gather together all our Fathers 
have left us, ſhould conſerve the Depyſitum of Tradition as well as that 
of the Scriptures. 


DE —— 


SECT. XPX. 
The Authority of the Church. 


He Church being eftabliſhed by God to be the Guardian of Scrip* 
ture and Tradition, we receive the Canonical Scriptures from her 5 
and let our Advetfaries ſay what they will, we doubt not but it is her 
Authority which principally determines them to reverence as Divine 
Books, the Canticle of Canticles, which has ſo few viſible marks of a Pro- 
-Phetical Inſpiration; the Epiſtle of St. Fames, which Luther rejefted; 
and that of St. Fude, which might appear ſuſpe&ed becauſe of ſome A- 
pocryphal Books cited in it. In fine, it can only be from this Autho- 
rity they receive the whole Body of Scripture, which all Chriſtians ac- 
cept as Divine, before their reading of it has made them ſenfible of the 
-Spirit of God in it. | 
Being then inſeparably bound, as we are,. to the Holy Authority of 
the Church, by means of the Scriptures which we receive from her 
Hands, we learn 'Traditzon alfo from her and by the means of Trad 
tion we learn the true ſenſe of Scripture. Upon which account the 
Church profefles, ſhe tells us nothing from her ſelf, and that ſhe in» 
vents nothing new in her Doctrine: ſhe do's nothing but declare the 
Divine Revelation, by the Interior Direftion of the Holy Ghoſt, who 
is "oy bers hey -PTearker::: co: 2 [hcl pete: 
hat Diſpute, which was raiſed in the very time of the is wy 
upon account of the:Ceremonies of the Law, ſhews clearly, that the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, :explicates himſelf by - the Church ; and their Acts have by 
the Method by which thar firſt Conteſt was decided, taught all ſucc 
| . ing Ages, ty what Authority all other Differences. are to be ended. .So 
that as often as there ſhall happen any Diſputes to-cauſe a Diviſion a- 
amongſt the Faithful, the Church will interpoſe her Authority, noſe her 


Writing, or by word of Mouth, as St. Paul himſelf has expreſly de- 2 The 2. 14. 


- out any poſſibility of ſhewing its beginning. We cannot chuſe but re- 
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The Authority of the Charch. 
Paſtors aſſembled will lay after the Apoſtles, I: hu ſeemed good to the 
when ſhe has ſpoken, her Children will be 
taught, they ought not to begin again to examine thaſe Articles once 
ſo reſolved on ; but are-bound humbly to receive her Deciſtons. In this 
we ſhall follow the example of Sr. Paul and Silas, who carried this firſt 
Sentence of the Apoſtles to the Faithful, and were fo far from permit- 
ting a new Diſcuſſion of what had been decided, that on the contrary, 
They went from place to place, teaching them to obſerve the Ordinances of the 
Apoſtles. + 

G00 it is the Children of God acquieſce in the Judgment of* the 
Church, believing that from her Mouth they hear the Oracle of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; and upon account of this belief it is, that after having 
faid in our Creed, I believe in the Holy Ghoſt, we add immediately, The 
Holy Catholic Church ; by which we oblige our ſelves to acknowledge an 
infallible and perpetual Verity in the Univerſal Church, becauſe this 
very Church which we believe exiſtent in all Ages, would ceafe to be 
the Church, if ſhe ceaſed to teach the truth revealed by God. So 
that thoſe who apprehend leſt ſhe ſhould abuſe her Power to eſtabliſh 
a Lie, have no Faith in him by whom ſhe is governed. 

And if our Adverfaries would but look upon theſe things in a more 
mild and candid manner, they would be obliged to acknowledge, the 
Catholic Church is fo far from making her felf Miſtreſs of her Faith , 
as they have accuſed her, that, on the Contrary, ſhe has done what ſhe 
could to bind, and deprive her ſelf of all the Means of Innovation, 
ſeeing ſhe not only fubmits her felf ro the Holy Scriptures, but to 
the end ſhe might for ever baniſh all arbitrary Interpretations, which 
make Mens Imaginations paſs for yo e has obliged her {elf to 
Jaterpret them, in what relates to Faith and Manners, according to 
the fenſe of the Holy Fathers; from which ſhe profeſleth never to de- 
part, declaring in all her Councils, and (in all the Profeſlions of Faith 

has publiſhed ) That ſhe do's not receive any Doctrine which is nor 
conformable to the Tradition of all preceeding Ages. ; 

Moreover, if our Adverfaries t their Canſciences, they will 
find the Name of the Church has more Authority over them, than 
they dareavouch in their Diſputes : And I do not think there is any 
one prudent Man amongſt them, who finding himſelf the only Perſon 
of a Perfwaſion, tho it appeared to him never ſo evident, but. would 
abhor that Singularity ; ſo true it is,that Men have need in theſe Mat- 
ters to be ſupported in their Tenets, by the Authority of ſome-Society 
that is of the fame Opinion with them. And for this Reaſon, God, 
-who created us, and who knows what is moſt proper for us, 
ordained for our good, that all Particulars ſhould be fubje&t to the 
Authority: of his Church, which, of all other Authorities, is without 
doubt the beſt eſtabliſhed. IneffeR, it is eſtabliſhed not uy Fl that 
| eſtimony ; 


The Authority of the Church according to Proteſtants.” 


Teftimony, which God himſelf gives of it in the Holy Scriptures,burt - 
alſd by the marks of his divine ProteCtion, which are no lefs viſible in 
the inviolable and perpetual ſubſiſtence of ir, than in irs miraculous 
Eſtabliſhment. 


— M:---- 


SECT. XX. 
The Sentiments of thoſe of the Pretended Reform'd Religion, 
concerning the Authority of the C hurch. 


His Supream Authority of the Church is fo neceffary to regulate 

EZ the differences, which ariſe in matters of Faith, and about the 

Senſe of Scripture, that our Adverfaries themſelves, after having decri- 

ed it, as an unſupportable Tyranny, have been art laſt obliged to eſta- 
bliſh it amoneſt themſelves. 

When thoſe who are called Independenes, declared openly, that each 
one of the Faithful ought to follow the light of his own Conſcience , 
without ſubmitting his Judgment to the - Authority of any Body, or 
Ecclefiaftical Aﬀſembly, and upon this ground refuſed ro ſubmit toany 
Synods ; That of Charenton held 164.4. Cenfared this Do&rine upon 
the ſame Reaſons, and for the ſame Inconveniencies, for which we reje& 
it. This Synod obſerves in the firſt place,: that this Error of the Inde- 

s conſiſts in this, that they teach, Every Church ought to be 
governed by her proper Laws, without a dependance upon any Perſon in 
Eccleſiaftical Matters, and without any Obligation to acknowledge the Authority 
of Conferences and Synods for her regulation and condu#. After which this 
Synod determines, that thy Se# 5 a prejudicial tothe State as to the 
Church, that #t opens a door to all ſorts of Irregularities and Extravagancies ; 
that it takes away all the means of 4ppying any remedy to it ; and that if it 
rook place, there might be as many Religions framed as Pariſhes or particular 
Aſſemblies. Theſe laft words ſhew it is Principally in matters of Faith, 
this Synod would eſtabliſh a Dependance ; ſeeing the- greateſt Inconveni- 
ence into which it obſerves the faithful would fall by an Independence 
is, that there might chance to be as many Religions formed as Pariſhes. Ev 
Church then (according to the Dofrine of this Synod) and muc 
more every private Perſon, muſt neceſſarity depend, in what concerns 
matters of Faith, upon ſome other ſuperior Authority, which reſides in 
ſome Afﬀembly, or m ſome Tody's to which Authority all the F a bfut 
ſubmit their Judgments. For the Independents do not refuſe to it 
to the Word of God, according as they think it ought ro be underſtood; 
nor to accept the Deciſions of Synods, when, after - having examined 
them, they judge them reaſonable. What they refuſe to do, is to 
ſubmit their Judgments to that of any Aſſembly for irs ſake ; becanſe our 
 Adverfaries have taught them, that every Aflembly, ——"* of -— 
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The Authority of the Church according to Proteſtants. | 


Univerſal Church, is a Society of Men ſubje& to Error, and to-which; 
by conſequence, a Chriſtian ought not to ſubmit his Judgment ; that 
ſubmifion being only due to God. From this preten(ion of the Inde- 


pendents it is, thoſe Inconventiencies follow, which the Synod of Charen- 


ron ſo well obſerved. For let a Man make what profetlion he pleaſeth 
to ſubmit himſelf to the Word of God, it every one think he has a right 
to Interpret it according to his own Senſe, and againſt the 'Tenets of the 
Church declared in her. la Sentence, this Pretenſion will open a door to. 
all forts of Extravagancies; it will take away all the means of applying a 
remedy; becauſe the Deciſion of rhe Church is not a Remedy to thoſe, 


who think themſelves not obliged to ſubmit to it; in fine, it gives way : 


to the framing as many Religions, not only as there are Pariſhes, but. allo 
as there are Perſons. | 

To avoid theſe Inconveniencies, from whence the ruine of Chriſtiani- 
ty would follow, the Synod of Charenton finds her ſelf obliged to eſta- 
bliſh a Dependence in Eccleſiaſtical Matters, and that even in Points of 
Faith; but this dependence will never hinder thoſe pernicious Conſe- 


ues which they deſired to prevent, if they do nor, with us, eſtabliſh 
is Maxim, That every particular Church, and much more wor in 
oblig” 


ticular Perſon amongft the Faithful, ought to believe themſelves 
to ſubmit their porn get tothe Authority of the Church. 

Thus we ſeinthe Fifth Chapter of the Diſcipline, of the Pretended 
Reform'd Religion, under the 'T'itle of Conſiſtories, Art 3 1. that going 
about to preſcribe a Means to end Debates, which might ariſe upon any 
Point of Dorine or Dijcipline, &c. they ordain firit the Conſiſtory ſhall 
endeavour to appeaſe the whole without noiſe, and with all the ys of the 
Word of God ; and after having eſtabliſhed a Conliſtory, a Conterence,, 
and a Provincial Synod, as fo many different degrees of Juriſdiction, 
coming at laſt toa National Synod, above which, amongſt them, there 
1s no Authority, they ſpeak of it in theſe terms. There the extire and fi- 
nal Reſolution ſhall be given by the Word of God, to which if they refuſe to ac- 
quieſce in every Point, and with an expreſs diſavowing of their Errors, they 
Jhalt be cut off from the Church. It is maniteſt thoſe of the Pretended Re- 
formation do not attribute the Authority of this laſt Sentence to the 
Word of God taken in it ſelf, and without dependence upon the Au- 
thority of the Church; for tho' this Word was made uſe of in their firſt 
Judgments, yet notwithſtanding they permitted an Appeal. It is then 
this Word as Interpreted by the Soveraign Tribunal of the Church, 
which gives this final Reſolution, to which whoſoever refuſes to ſubmit in 
every Point, altho* he boaſt he is Authorized by the Word of God, is no 
more reputed but asa Prophane Perſon who corrupts and abuſes it. 

But the Form of thoſe Letters of Deputation which were addreſs'd 
to the Synod of Vier? in the year 1517, to be obſerved by the Pro- 
vinces when they were to ſend their Deputies to a National Synod, has 
yet 


Authority of the Charch according to Proteflants; 
yet ſomething more expreſs; it is intheſe terms. We promiſe before God 
go ſubmit onr ſelves to all that ſhall be concluded and reſolved of 1m your holy 
Aſſemblies, to obey them, and prt them in execution to our utmoſt power, be> 
ang perſiwaded, as we are, that God will preſide in it, and lead you by his Hes 
iy Spirit into all Truth and Equity, by the Rule of hrs Word, Here the Point 
1s not about receiving the Reſolution of a Synod, after they have found 
it to ſpeak according to Scripture ; they ſubmit to it there even before 
It 1s aſſembled : and they do it becauſe they are perſwaded the Holy Ghoſt 
will preſide in it. Tf this Perſuaſion be only founded upon a Human 
Preſumption, can a Man in Conſcience promiſe before Gad to ſubmit to all 
that ſhall be there concluded and reſolved of, to obey, and execute them to the 
ntmoſt of bx power ? And if this Perſuaſion has its foundation in a certain 
belief of the Aſſiſtance which the Holy Ghoſt gives to the Church jn 
her final Deci{zons, Catholies themſelves require no more. 

So that the Proceedings of our Adverfaries ſhew them to agree with 
usin this Supreme Authority, without which it is impoſſible ever to put 
an end to any Difficulty in Religion; and tho, whilſt they were deſt- 
rous to caſt off the yoak of Obedience, they denied the Faithful to be 


obliged ro ſubmit their Judgments to that of the Church, yet the ne- | 


ceſlity of eſtabliſhing an Order, has ſince forced them to grant what 
their firſt Undertakings had made them deny. 

They have gone yet much further in the National Synod held at St. 
Fyy in the year 1578. 'There was ſome overture made of a Reconcile- 
ment with the Lutherans, by means of a general Form of a Profeſſion of 
Faith common to all their Churches, which was propoſed to be drawn up. 
Thoſe of this Kingdom were invited to fend to an Aſſembly, which was 
to be held upon this account, Verruous Perſons, authoriſed by all the ſaid 
Churches, with an ample Procuration, 'TO TREAT, AGREE UPON, 
AND DECIDE ALL POINTS OF DOCTRINE, ard other Matters 
concerning that Union, Upon this Propoſal, ſee in what rerms the Reſo- 
lution of the Synod of St. Foy was couched. The National Synod of this 
Kingdom, after having given God thanks for ſuch an overture and commen< 
ded the care, diligence, and geod advice of the forementioned perſons convoca= 


zed, and APPROVING THE REMEDIES WHICH THEY - 
. HAVE SUGGESTED, thar is to fay, principally that of framing a 


new Confeſſion of Faith, and to give power to ſome certain Perſons 
to compole it, has ordained, That if the Copy of the above named Confeſſion 
of Faith be ſent in time, it ſhall be examined in each Provincial Synod, or 
otherwiſe, according to the convenience of each Province; and in the mean 


time has deputed four Miniſters, 'the moſt experienced in thoſe Afﬀairs, to whom 
expreſs charge has been given tohbe preſent at the place and day appointed, 


with the Letters and full Procurgtions of all the Miniſters, and Elders, De- 
puties of the Provinces of this Kingdom, ds alſo of the Lord Viſcount 'Turenne, 
ro doall things above ſaid : yea even, in the caſe that MEANS COULD 
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The Authority of the Holy See of Rome, &c. 
NOT BE FOUND OUT 'TO EXAMINE IN EVERY PRO- 


VINCE THE SAID CONFESSION, ie ſhould: be referred to their 


Prudence and ſound Fudgment to agree and CONCLUDE all the poines 
which ſhall be brought into deliberation, as well FOR DOCTRINE, a for 
other matters concerning the Benefit, Union, and Peace of all the Churches. Tt 
was to this, in fine, Tor this ſeeming tenderneſs of Conſcience of theſe 
Pretended Reformers tended. How often have they reproched to us, 
as a weakneſs, that ſubmiſſion which we pay to the Deciſions of the 
Church, which, fay they, is nothing elſe but a company of Men liable 


to Error ? and yet nevertheleſs, being aſſembled in a Body in a Natio- 


nal Synod, which repreſented all the Churches of the Pretended Re- 
formed in France, they are not afraid, by matual conſent, to leave their 
Faith to the Arbitration of four Men, with ſo abſolute an abandoning 
of their own Sentiments, that they gave them full power to change the 
very Confeſfion of Faith it ſelf, which or do at this very day propoſe 
OO whole Chriſtian W orld as a Confeſhon of Faith, which contain- 
eth nothing but the pure Word of God, and for which, as they faid 
in preſenting it to our Kings, an infinite number of People were real 
to ſhed their Blood. I leave the prudent Reader to make his reflectt- 
ons upon the Decree of this Synod ; and ſhall ina few words finiſh the 
Explication of the Churches Tenets. 


| ER 
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SE C T. XXI, 
The Authority of the Holy See of Rome, aud of Epiſcopacy. 


THE Son of God, being deſirous his Church ſhould be one, and ſo- 
lidly built upon Unity; hath eſtabliſhed and inſtituted the Prima- 
cy of St. Peter to maintain and cement it. Upon which account, we 
acknowledg this Primacy in the Succeſſors of the Prince of the Apoſtles, 


to whom, for this cauſe, we owe that Obedience and Submiſſion, 


(20m the Holy Councils and Fathers have always taught the Faith- 


As for thoſe things, which we know are diſputed of in the Schools, 
tho? the Miniſters continually alledge them to render this Power odious, 
it is not neceſſary we ſpeak of them here, ſeeing they are not Articles 
of the Cotholic Faith. I is ſufficient we acknowledg a Head eſtabliſhed 
by God to conduEt his whole flock in his Paths ; which thoſe who love 
Concord amongſt Brerhren, and Eccleſiaſtical Unanimity, will moſt 
willingly acknowledg. 

And certainly if the Authors of the Pretended Reformation had loved 
Unity, they would neither have aboliſhed Epiſcopal Government, which 
was eſtabliſhed by FESUS CHRIST himſelf, and which we find in force 


even in the times of the Apoſtles ; nor have deſpiſed the Authority of 


St. Peter's 
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Concluſion of this Treatiſe. 


St. Peter's Chair, which has fo folida Foundation in the Goſpel, and 
ſo evident a ſucceſſion in Tradition ; but they would rather have 
carefully conſerved Epiſcopal Anthony, which eſtabliſheth unity in 
particular Churches, and the Primacy of St. Peter's Chair, which is the 
common Center of all Catholic Unity. | 


w_ 


SECT. XXII 
Concluſion of this Treatiſe. 


His is the Expoſition of the Catholic Do&trine, in which, that 1 

might tye my ſelfto the moſt Principal, I have left ſome queſtions 
untouched, which thoſe of the Pretended Reform'd Religion do not 
look upon as lawful marter for a Separation. I hope thoſe of their 
Communion, who ſhall monnny examine all the parts of this'T rea- 
tiſe, will be better diſpoſed by the reading of it, to giveear to thoſe 
proofs upon which the Faith of the Church is eſtabliſhed, and will in 
the mean time acknowledg many of our Controverſies may be ended 
by a ſincere explication of our "Tenets; that her Doctrine is Holy, and- 
that, according to their own Principles, no one of hery Articles de- 
ſtroys the grounds of Salvation, | 
Tfany one ſhould think fit to anſiver this Treatiſe, he is deſired to conſider, 
that to accompliſh his intent, he muſt not undertake to refute the 

rine contained in it, ſeeing my Deſign was only to propoſe it, 
without going about to prove it; and that if in fome Places I have 
hinted at ſome of the reaſons which eſtabliſh it, it is becauſe the know- 
tedg of the Principal reaſons of a Doctrine, is often a neceſlary part of 
it's Explication. 

It wouldalſo be a u__ of the deſign of this Treatiſe,to examine 
the different methods, which Catholic Divines make uſe of to eſtabliſh 
or explicate the Doctrine of the Council of Trex, and the different 
Conſequences, which particular Do&tors have drawn from it. To 
urge any thing ſolid againſt this Treatiſe,and which may come home to 
the Point ; ir muſt be proved that the Churches Faith is not here faith- 
fully expounded, and that by acts which the fame Church has obliged 
her ſelf to receive; or elſe it muſt be ſhown, that this Explication 
leaves all the ObjeCtions in their full force, and all the Diſputes untouch- 
ed; or in fine,it muſt be preciſely ſhown in what this Doctrine ſubverts 
the Foundations of Faith, 
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A Letter of his Eminence to the Card. BONA of happy M to 
his Eminence the Card. de BUILLON,. _ 


O ricevuto il libro di Monſignor Veſcovo di Condom, ehe F. E. þ & degnata 
inviarmi, e 5s} come Conoſco la qualita del'favore, e mene pregio, coſt rendd 

alla ſua gentilezzs infinite gratie e per il done e per il. penſierachefi prendae di ac- 
Creſcere la mia Libraria, Lhd letto con attentione particolure, e perche V. E. mi 
accenua che alcuni lo accuſano di qualche mancamento, ho wvoluto particolarmente 
ofſervare in che poteſſe eſſer ripreſa. Ma realmente non 50 trovarci ſe non materia 
ar grandiſſima lode, perche ſenza entrare nelle queſtioni ſpinoſe delle cont roverſie , 
con una maniera ingegnoſa, facile, e famigliare, e con metodo, per cos dire, geo« 
metrica da certi principii communi & approvati convince i Calveniſti, e li neceſſita 
A confeſſare 1a verita della Fede Cattolica. Aſjicuro V. E. ai haver Io levto con 
M14 indicibile ſodisfattione ; ne mi maraviglio che gli habbino trovato & direperche 
zutte le Opere grandi, e che ſormontano I ordinario, ſempre hanno contradittori, 
Vince pers finalmente la verita, edafrutti fi connoſce Ia qualitg dell'albero. Me 
ne rallegro con Þ Autore, it quale h3 dato ſaggio del ſuo gran talento con queſta 
opera, e potra con malte altre jervire lodevolmente a Santa Chicſa, Roma 19, 

Gennaro 1672, 


A Letter from his Eminence the Cardinal SIGISMOND CHIGI, of 
happy Memory, to the. Abbot of Dungeau. 


ICEFEL con Ia fua lettera ill Libro della Eſpoſitione della Dottrina Cattolica 
'Y.. del Yeſcove di Condom, molto eruditore molto utile per convetire gÞP heri- 
rici pit con. le vive ragioni, che con. Paſprezza del diſcorſos» Parlai al Padre, 
Maſiro di S. Palazzo, & al Segretario del Congregatione dell Indice, e conobbs 
weramente, che non viera ſtato chi haveſſe a queſti Padri parlato in disfavore del 
medeſimo. Anxi Ii trovai pirni* di eſtimatione per il medeſima: &v 
havenao poi parlato conqueſti Signeri Cardinali della Congregations ,. tro= 
vai fra gl altri il Signor Cardinale Brancaccio molto inclinato apregiarlo, e 
20l:0 propenſa a lodarne Þ Autore. Onde to tengo certo che qua ancors Monſignor 
a Condom o:tenga quella lode, che e dovuta. alla. ſua fatica &y alla ſun dottrins. 
Reſto: per tanto 'obligato alla. ſua gentilezza che mi ha datg modd di ammirar Is 
mediſima ; mentre mi pave che  Autore ftrings bene i ſnoi argomenti, e-moſtri 
chiarso i. punts nei quali # diviſt diſcordans dells Chieza ; ne credo che ill modo che 
tien  Autore, ſia da condannarſi. nell eſplicatione di qualche Dottrina inſegnats 
dal' Concilio di Trento, efſendo praticato da. malti Scrittori & efſendo da lui 
wmaneggiato molto regolatamente ; in oltre che I Autore non ha bawuto in mente 
A'interpretare i dogmi di quel Concilio. ; ma folo importarli nel fue libro eſplicats 
perche gl heritici refting convinti, & in: chiars di' tutto quello che la-Sauta Chieſd 
gl obliga di credere. DelPautorita del Paga, ne parlabene, e conil davunto riſpette 
della Sede Romana ogni volta che parla del capo wiſtbile della Chieſa.;. onde torn , 
#ire che non capace che di lode. Roma 5, Apr, 167% 20S. 


A Lettet 
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' ALztter from the Rev. Father HYACINTHUS LIBELLL, at that 


time Maſter of the Sacred Palace, and now A. B, of Avignon, to the. 
. Card, SIGISMOND CHIGE. © ©. . | | 
H® letto ill Libre del Sig. di Condom continents Þ Efpoſitione della Dotiving del 
. la Chieſa. Devo infinite gratie & F E, che mb habbia fatto confumare,' 
qeattro. hore di temps 53 Virtuoſamente, 6 con tanto mio diletro. Mie piaccinto- 
ſopra.modo, e per © Argomento ſingalare, eper le prove, che a quells correſpondono 
La Dottrina @ tutta ſana ne vha ombra di mumncamento. Ne per m0 50 quelly che |; 
poſſu opporviſs ; e ſe  Antore defiderera che (i riſtampi in Roma, da me otterrd 
rotte le facelts che gli ſaranno neceſſarie ad effetto che ſi riſtampi ſenſa mutarne ne 
pure una parola, TI dutore che ha molto inzegno 8 @ ſeryito in queſts operetio det 
giuditio, perche laciate da parte le diſpute, che. ſogliono queſs.ſempre.accreſcer le 
diſcordie, trovandofe di vars chi wortia cedere leprerogatione del inzegno al rom- 
pagno, ha trovato un al;ro modo pitt facile di trattar” cs* Calviniſti aal quale puo 
fperarſs maggior frutto. Perche ogni volta che perdin quel orrore a.noſiri dogmi 
che hanno ſucchiato col latte, a noi pick volentieri $ accoſtano, e poſta in-malafede 
la doitrina che hanno appreſa da loro Maſtri at cui Is maſſima principsle eeſſere # 
noltri dogmi orrendi & incredili, ff pongono con: minor paſſion d'animo' 4 cerear ia - 
\Vverita Cattoliea, che a quello a chs devono efartanrſs. aeciooshe rineghino glt- errori,, 
perche, come V. E. diſcorreus Fatro giorno, Is veritas Cattolica vince appreſſs 
ogn' huoma pruxente riconoſciuta a petto del Erefia ogni wolta che ſia eſampnate - 


ſenza preoccupatione di ſpirito, H8 preſo ardire di fare a V. E. queſta lunga 


deceria per una sfogo del contento ch' ha hawvuto. di legere il ſudetto libro, che Ells .. 
ha fatto gratia di participarmi, e pregandola a continuarmi ſimili favors le bacis 
riverentemente le vefti. Roms, 26 Aprile 1672. 


F 
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A Letter from the Biſhop and Prince. of PANERRORNE at thattime 
- Coadjutor, and now Biſhop of Mus/ter, to:the Author. | 
Uauquam ad virtutem ac eruditionem tyam toti terrarum orbi omnique 
Q- poſteritati commendandam ſufficiat judicinm Regis Chriſhaniſſimi, qui fili- 
* ' am ſuum in ſpem tante fortunegenitunms #ibi inſtitnendum erudiendungque 
gammiſit : ia. tamwen. emmortali proprii ingenii- monuments, aures viaelicet iila 
Kbello,oui titulus eff, Expoſlitio Dotrinz Eccleſize Catholicae; nomen tuum paritergue 
Chriſtianam diſciplinam magis illuftrare ; woluiſt: eoque non: ſolum ah omnibus Ca= 
tholicis maximos plauſus tuliſti,ſed etiam ex ipſis. huterodoxis weriſſimas ingenii atque. 
doftring. tue laudes expreſſiti. Elucet enim in admirabili ills. opuſtulo incredibalia * 
gquedam res difficiles & plan? celeftes at que divinas explicandi. facilitas, & gra» _ 
riſſimus candor, ac vere Chriſtiana Charitas atque Benignitas, qua ſedentes in - 
renebris + unbra mortns' tam: fuaviter"allicis, dlluthinige, ac dirigh inviaw 
pacis, ut. unus' Egiſceporum 44- hoſtes Catbolica. fides, ſub jugum ſuaye veritats 
mittendes fits 4 ru ele videarts.. - = £ exams operis fFuifus lon- 
gius manaret, atque per Univerſam Germaniam, aliaſque-gentes ſeſe diffunderss 
libellum tuum inlatinum ſermonem convertendi impetum cept ; ſed ubi literas tuas 
VII. Cal. Maii datasperlegi, dubitavi' ſane ut rum progreati oporteret, anincepto 
abſiftere, quia te nen ſolum Gall, ſedetiam Latini ſermonis mitore ac elegautia 
#antopere pollere perſpexi, ut quicunque -preter-* temetipſum-tua ſcripta de Gallice 
artercr, is pulcherremum in genit tui' partum deformaturne ' potins, quim-erna» 
| FUIusS . 
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furus effe videretur. yah tw potiſimim effes Orandusr, ut fatum, Rae in 
fucem edidiſti latinitate donares. Sed quia forſitan id tibi per oceupationes won lt- 
cet, & ſi quidems tantum tibi ſit otii, obſecrandus es potitis, ut plura ſcribas, quam 
wt ſcripta convert as ; faciam id qued tibi pergratum eſſe ſignifieas, & illum eui 
hanc provinciam dedi urgebo, ut inchoata perficiat; tibique verſionem libelli tui 
cenſendam corrigendamque tranſmittam. Te verd, Preſful llleſtriſſime longeque 
doiſſime, maximopere ſemper obſervabo &r amicitiam tuam ad yum hic meus c0- 
natus & tua benignitas aditum mihi patefecit, omni officio colere fludebo. Vale, 
Hntiſtes eximie, ac de Republicd Chriſtians optims merite, & me, ut facias, ama, 
atque Sereniſſimo Delphino cum optimis artibus atque preceptis noſtram quoque mee 
moriam & amorem inſitlla, & Ducem Montauſerium meis verbis jube falvere pluri- 
mim. In Arce mes ad Confluentes Luppie, Padere & Aliſonis, 3. Kal. Fun. 167 3. 


A Letter from the Rev. Father RAIMUNDUS CAPISUCCHT, Maſter 


- of the Sacred Palace, to the Author. 


L merits ſublime di V. S. Il da me ammirato, doveva efſe ranche ſervito ne!?* 
occaſione dell dottiſſimo, oy eruditiſſimo libro aa lei compoſio in difeſa della Fede Cat- 
rolica, & tradotto per beneficio di tutti anche nella Lingua Italiana, onde i0 des 
render fingolarifſime gratie, come faccio a V. S. Ill delP occalone, che mi ha data 
di ſervirls. Stiamo tattt attends Ia publicatione di queſto belliſſims libro, per go-* 
dere delle ſue nobil:ſſime fatiche, & to in particolare che vivo, e wivero ſempre 
ambitioſs dt altri ſuoi commandamenti, e qui per fine con ogni ofſequio la riveriſco, 
Roma 20. Grign. 1675. 


The Approbations of the Roman Edition Ann. 1678, 


The - of Signior MICHEL ANGELO RICCT, Secretary to 
- the Congregation of I. and H, R. and Conſultor of the Holy Office. 
UOD Tridentina Synedus magno ftadio aſſecuta eft, nt doftrinam Fidei ab opt* 
nionibus, controver ſits inter Cathelicos omnind ſecerneret, ac eandem aperti- 
us, & fignificantins explicaret ; ac Tertullianus olim, ut Hereticornm ſeceſ- 
fronem ab Eccleſia certs preſeriptionibus improbaret ;, alii, ut principia quedam 
Hereticorum, & regulas, ad refutatronem ipſorun ingenios contorquerent : ea Cla- 
riſſimus quoque Vir Jacobus Benignus Boſſuet,| Condomi Epiſcopus, preftitit in hoc 
Opere, perſpicua methodo, brevi, & ad perſuadendum accommoaata, que quidem 
praclarum Autoris ingenium refert. Quod Opus Italorum commoditati- nunc ele- 
ganter werſum & Gallica in maternam linguam prelo, ac Ince dignum exiſtimo, 
Rome die 5. Auguſti 1678. MICHAEL ANGELUS RICCIUS, 


TheApprobation of the Reverend Father LAURENCE BRANCATI DE 

LAUREA of the Congregat. of Conſift. I. Rites; Vit. Conſultor 

and Qualificator of the Holy Office, and Bibliothecarian of the Va- 
tican Library - &c . 

UCE dignum exiſtimo Opuſculum, ſeu diſeurſum Gallic® & variu linguis im- 

-J preſſum, nunc autem ex Gallico in Italicum idioma converſum, in quo Wuſtriſ- 

femus Dominus Jacobus Benignus Boſſuet Epiſcopus & Toparcha Condomi, nobili, ſed 


gravi ac ſolide ftylo Religionis Pretenſe Reformate Miniſtros, & Aſſeclas, tam 
communibus 
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communibu” Ectleſke fundamentalibu regulu, quam propriu eormaem principils 
fortiter perſtringit, oftendens, non Catholicos, ut it Miniſtri autumant, ſed ipſoſ> 
met Miniſtros, per improprias conſequenti as receſſiſſe ab Eccleſia dogmatibus, nobis, 
epfiſque communibus ; & ex pravis ejuſmodi Scripture vel Conciliorum intelligentits, 
Catholicam communionem reliquiſſe. Et ſs ipſi Miniſtri Catholicorum Regulas in 
Conciliis, preſertim in Tridentino fundatas, abſque paſſione ſerutarentur, procul- 
dubio, ex Dei auxilio, ad ſanftam redirent unitatem ; & diſcurrens per ſingulas 
controverſias ſuaviter, ſed palmarie id exequitur. Datum in Conventu Sanfforum 
XIL, Apoſtolorum. Rome die 25. Fulii 1671. 
F. LAURENTIUS DE LAUREA MIN. CONYVENTUALIS, 


The Approbation of the Abbot Stephen Grads: 


EGI diligenter, & ſtudios? egregium ſummi Viri Jacobi Benigni Condomenſes 
F. Antiſtitis Opus, in ſermonem Italicum faeliter eleganterque converſum, qua 
Dotrina Eccleſie breviter, enucleat?, luculenter exponitur. Indeque ſic affettus 
animo diſceſſi, ut legentes optima queque, atque 4 ſana, deffrina, & ſumma ratia- 
ne eptim? parata, ſolent diſcedere, ut non alia ſe diffuros, nec aliter locuturos, ſi 
ad ſcribentum de talibus ſe contuliſſent, exiſtiment. Super omnia verd me cepit 
Scriptoris, ut ita dicam, ſobrietas in delefu rerum, quas promit, dum circumcifer, 
gue lites extendere, & meliori cauſe invidiam conflare uata ſunt, ipſam weritaris 
arcem capeſſit, tutamque, & inacceſſam preſiat ; totus in refe conſtituendo contro- 
werfie ftatu, quam ea re dijudicatu facilem, & expeditam efficit. Hunc itaque 
Hbrum, fs me audient, quibus concordi Eccleſsa Chriſtiana, & ſalva ſua ipſorum 
anima opus eft, diurna noturnaque manu verſare non deſinent ; neque non fiert 
goteſt ne eos diverſa 4 Fide orthodaxa ſentire non prgeat, pudeatque. 

Ita fentio ego STEPHANUS GRADIUS S. Congr. Indicis Conſultor, & Bib- 

lioth. Vatic. Pref. 
Imprimatvr fi videbitur Reverendif. P.S, P, Apoſt. Magiftro. J. DE ANGELIS, 

Arcbiep. Urb. Viceſger. 

 Imprimatur, F. RAIMUNDUS CAPISUCCUS, Ord. Przd. S. P. A. Magiſter. 


'The Brief of our Holy Father Pope Innocent the XI. 


YRRm_ Frater, ſalutem &> Apoſtalicam benedifionem. Libellus ds Catho- 
lice Fidei Expoſitione a fraternitate tua compoſit us, nobiſque oblatus, ea dofri- 
#4 eaque methodo ac prudentia ſcriptus eſt, ut perſpicua brevitate legentes doceat, 
& extorquere poſſit, etiam ab invitis, Catholice weritatis confeſſionem. T[taque 
on ſolim a nobis commenaari, ſe ab omnibus legi, atque in pretio haberi meretnr. 


Ex eo ſane non mediocres in orthodoxe Fidei propagationem, que nos precipue cura' 


intentos ac ſolicitos, habet, utilitates redundaturas, Deo bene juvante, confidimus : 
ac verus interimnoftra de tua virtute ac pietate opinio comprobatur, magne cum 
encremento ſpe! jampridem ſuſcepte fore ut inſtitutioni tue creditus, eximia, hoc 
eft paterna, avitaque preditus indole DELPHINUS, eam a te hauriat diſciplinam, 
ua maxime informatum eſſe decet Thriſtianiſſimi Regis filium, in quem una cum 
FeretriGime regno, Catholice Religionu defenſio perventura eſt : Idque perenni cum 
Regus ipſius decore, qui Fraternitatem tuam inter tot egregios wiros, quibus Gal- 
lia abundat, ad opus poti imum elegit, in quo publice falicitatis fundamenta jace- 
rentur ; cum divino doceamur Oraculs, patris gloriam efſe filium ſapientem. Tu 
perge alacriter in incejto, ad quod incitare te, preter alia, magnopere debet,” qui 
6 FRE) 
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Jam apparet labornm, tone induftrie tue fraftut. Audimus enim & quidem me 
otminm ſermone, ac magno cum animi noſtri ſolatio inter tot prementia mala au- 

 dimus, DELPRINUM ipſum magno ad emnem virtutem impetu ferri, & paris 
pietaty atque ingenii documenta prebere ; Ilud tibi pro certo affirmamus, nul in 
re detincire te arfins poſſe paternam noſtram erga te woluntatem, quam iu regio 
adoleſcente bonis omnibus, &* Rege maximo dignis artibus imbuenalo, ut u «cults 
poſtea etnte, Barbaras gentes & Chriſftiani nomini inimicas, quas Parentem in- 
clytum reddita Europe pace; & tranſlatis in Orientem invitu armis Imperio late 
ſus adjefurum ſperamus, wvitfer Q ipſe ſaniſſmi legibus, rmoribuſque compouasr. 

Devorionem interim atque obſervantiam quam erga ſanttam hanc Sedem, noſque ip- 
ſos, quia in ea Catholice Eccleſia immerito preſidemus, tue ad nos litere luculen- 
ter declarant, mutuz charitatus affeffu completimur, cujus profetFs in occaſionibus 
gue fe dederint Fraternitati the argumenta non acerunt, tibique Apoffolicam bene- 
a: Hiomem peramanter impertimur. Datum Rome, apud S. Petrum ſub annulo Piſ- 
catoris, die 4. Fanuarit 1679. Pontificatus nofiri anno 3. MARIUS SPINULA, 
And on the out-fide, Yenerabili Fratri 7arobo, Epiſcopo Condomenſi. 


The foregoing Teſtimonies rendred Engliſh. 


A Letter from his Eminence the Cardinal BONA of happy Memory, to his 
Eminence the Cardinal de BUILLON. 


Have receiv*d the R. Biſhop of Condoms Book, which your Eminence 
did me the Honor to ſend me ; and as I am ſenſible of the Quality 
. of this Favour, and eſteem my ſelf much honored by it ; ſo I render 
you my moſt cordial thanks, as well for the Preſent, as for the care you 
take to encreaſe my Library. I have read it with a particular artenti- 
.on ; and becauſe your EE. tells me, there are ſome who accule itof ſome 
failings, I endeavour'd expreſly to obferve in what it might be wor- 
thy of reprehenſion. But really I could not find any thing in it, bur 
matter of great Commendation.; ſeeing, without entring into the 
more difficult Queſtions in Controverſie, he makes uſe of a moſt inge- 
nious, eafie, and familiar manner, and of a Method, as T may fay, 
Geometrical, to convince the Cafviniſts by common and approved 
Principles, and to force themto confeſs the Catholic Faith. 
I can afſure your E. I found, in reading it, a Satisfaftion which I 
- cannot expreſs; and I am not aſtoniſhed that ſome have found faulr 
with it.; for all Works great, and above the common level, find Per- 
ſons ftill ro contradict them. Bur 'Truth prevails in the End, and the 
quality of the Tree is known by the Fruit. I congratulate with the 
Author, who has by this Work given us an Eflay of his great Talents, 
.and may by many others render .con{iderable Service to the Church, 


Rome, Fan. 19. 1672. 


A 
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A Letter from Cardinal SIGISSMOND CHIGIH, of happy Memory, to the 
Abbot of DANGEAL. 


|| "Have received, together with your Letter, the Expoſition of the Ca» 
tholic Doctrine, compos'd by the Biſhop of Condom. I have found 
it full of Erudition, and ſo much the more proper to Convert Heretics, 
2s it prefles them with lively Reaſons, without any Bitterneſs. I made 
mention of it to the Reverend Father, Maſter of the Sacred Palace, and to 
the Secretary of the Congregation del Indice: I underſtood that no bo- 
dy had ſpoken againſt it to theſe Fathers, who ſeemed to me, on the 
contrary, full of Eſteem for this Work. I diſcourſed of it likewiſe ro 
the Cardinals of the Congregation, and amongſt all the reſt, I found 
Cardinal Brancas much enclined to praiſe the Author, and eſteem the 
Book. So that I doubt not but M. de Condom will receive here the ſame 
approbation, which has been given him every where elſe, and, which 1s 
7 j itimately due both to his Learning, and his Labour. I am very 
much obliged to you for having given me the means of admiring him, 
and have perceived in this, your old and ordinary goodneſs. "The Au- 
thor is cloſe in his Proofs, and explicates very clearly the Subje&t he 
treats on, in ſhewing the true difference betwixt the belief of Catholics, 
and thar of the Enenues of the Church. I do not think the Method he 
takes to explicate the Doctrine taught in the Council of Trenz, can in the 
leaſt be diſapprov'd ; this Method having been practiſed by many other 
Writers, =_ being handled throughout his whole Book, with great 
ExaCtneſs. Certainly it was never his Intention to give the Interpreta- 
tion of the 'Tenets of the Council, but only to deliver them 1n his 
Book, rightly explicated, in ſuch fort that Heretics may be convinc'd, 
and eſpecially in thoſe things which the Holy Church obliges them to 
believe. He ſpeaks perfetly well of the Popes Authority, and where- 
ever he treats of the viſible Head of the Church, he appears full of re 
ſpect for the Holy See. In fine, I muſt tell you once again, M. de Con- 
dom cannot be too much commended, &c. Rome, April 5. 1672. 


'A Letter from the Reverend Father HY ACINTHUS LIBELLI, he that 
time Maſter of the Sacred Palace, and now Archbiſhop of Avignon, to the 
Cardinal SIGISMOND CHIGI. | 


] Have read M. de Condoms Book, which contains an Expoſition of the - 
Dodtrine of the Church. I am extreamly indebted to your Emi- 
nence for giving me the opportunity of employing four hours fo proti- _ 
tably, and with ſo much Pleaſure. Ir is impoſſible for me to expreſs 
how much this Work has pleaſed me, both tor the peculiar Excellence 
of the Deſign, and for the Proofs which correſpond to it. 'T he Do- 
&rine is ſound in all its parts; and without the ſmalleſt ſhadow of a f:ult, 
As for my ſelf, Icannot fee what _— objected againſt it ; and w _ 

Author 
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Author would have the Book Prigted at Rome, I will give all the 
neceſſary ppotations, without changing a fingte Word. This Au- 
thor, who has a great deal of Wit, has ſhown a great deal of Judgment 
too in this Treatiſe, where, laying afide Difputes, which ordinarily 
ſpeaking do bur encreaſe Diffentions, it being rare to find any wha 
Will grant the Preheminence of Wit to therr Companions, 
out another, and more eaſte Method of treating with the Cab 

toy wi from which much better Fruit may be expected. In 3 
as ſoon as they can be brought to lay afide that horror which they have 
ſucked in with their Milk, againſt our Tenets, they come more will 
ingly towards us, and diſcovering the infincerity of that DoQtrine 
which they Learn'd from their Maſters, the Principal Maxim of which 
1s, That our Do&trines are horrid and incredible, the apply themſelves, 
with more tranquility of Mind, to ſearch into Catholic Verities. 

This is what they nwſt be carefully exhorted to, fince there is no 
better Method tro make them renounce their Errors ; and your Emi- , 
nence had great reafon when you lately faid, That Catholic Truth 
will always be vi&torious in the Mind of every man of Senſe, who will 
only without prejudice conſider it in Compariſon with Herefte. I take 
the Liberty to write this long Diſcourſe to your Eminence, not bein 
able to contain Within my ſelf the Pleaſure, which the Reading of this 
Book, you have been pleaſed to let me have, has afforded me. I beg 
your Eminence will continue the like Fayours to me, &c. Rome, 2.6 
April, 1672. 


A Letter from the Biſhop and Prince of PADERBORNE, at that time 
Coadjutor, and now Biſhop of Munſter, eo the Author. 


TH moſt Chriſtian King, when he entruſted to you the InftruCtion 
and Education of his Son, born to fo much Greatneſs, did by his 
Judgement alone ſufficiently recommend your Knowledg, and your 
Merit to all the World, and all Poſteriry : Yet you have given a new 
Luſtre to your Reputation, and to the Chriſtian DoEtrine, by an im- 
mortal Monument of your Worth; I would fay, by that moſt Excel- 
lent Book, whoſe Title is, An Expoſitian of the Dofrine of the Catholic 
Church, *. hich has not only gained the vaſt applauſe of Carholics , bur 
forced the Heretics themſelves to give deſerved Praiſes to your Judge- 
ment, and Erudition. In this moſt admirable Treatiſe, there appears 
a moſt incredible facility to unfold the moſt difficult, the moſt fublime, 
and moſt Divine things; and art the fame time a moſt winning Candor 

and a truly Chriſtian Charity, and Bounty, capable to . home with 


fiveetneſs all thoſe who are ſet in Darkneſs, and in the ſhadow of Death, 
and to enlighten, and condu& them into the way of Peace: Infomuch 


_ = ſeem to bechoſen amongſt the Biſhops, to reduce the Enemies 


tholic Faith under the eaſlie Yoak of Truth, To the end 
therefore 
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therefore the effects of this great work might be the more extended, 
and might ſpead it ſelf throughout all Germany, and amongſt other 
Nations, I had formed to my ſelf a defign of having it put into 
Latin; but after having read your Letter of the 2.4zh. of April, I had 
a- doubt whether I ought to proceed any farther in it, or quit my 
deſign, becauſe I perceived you were as :perfe&t a Maſter of the Latin, 
T'ongae, as of the French ; and that yqu writ it with {0 much Purity, 
that if any other ſhould undertake to tranflate your Works, inſtead 
. of- adorning thoſe curious Products of your Wit, he might on the 

Contrary diſcredit them. You ought the rather therefore to be deſired 

fo pr what you have publiſhed your ſelf in Latin. But ſeeing . that 

perhaps you have not leiſure, and, if you had, it would be muck hetter 

you ſhould be employed in the Compoſition of more new Works, than 

in the "Tranſlation of thoſe you have already Compoſed ; becauſe you 

admit of it, I will haſten him, 'to whom I have committed it, to 
finiſh what he has begun ; and will ſend you the Verſion of your own 

Book, that you may review and Corre&t it your ſelf. What-remains 

for-me, is always infinitely to Honor your V ertue and Learning, and 

to make it my endeavour to cultivate that Friendſhip, which my care 

of the Verſion, and your Bounty have-given fo favourable a.begianing 
to. 'Continue ſtill ro love me, :moſt worthy Prelate, who :ſerve'the 
Church ſo well, and while ,you (give the Dazphin ſo many excellent 
inſtructions, contrive for me a place in the remembrance and affetion 
of ſo -greata- Prince. Give, -if you pleaſe, my moſt humble Service to 
the Duke de Montauſier. "In my Caſtle, at the Confluence of the Lippes 
the Padere, and the Aliſe, the 29th. of May, 1673. 


A Letter from the Reverend | Father -RATTAUNDUS CAPISUCCHI, 
Maſter of the Sacred Palace, to: the Author. 


A Fter having admired with all others ſo ſublime a defert as yours ; I 
£2. muſt alſo ſhew the particular Inclination -I have to ſerve you, 
occaſioned by that excellent and learned Work _ have Compoſed 
for "the defence of the Catholic Faith, and which has' been lately 
"ranſlated- into Tralian, for its tarther ſpreading. I am indebted to you 
an infinite acknowledgment for having afforded nie an occaſion of 
rendring you ſome Service.; we are all of us herc in great expectation 
of the Publiſhing of this excellent piece, that we may enjoy the Fruits - 
of your Labours. No body will have' a greater Grafition than my 


ſelt, who do, and ſhall always feel an. ardent deſire to render my felf 
worthy of the Honor of your Commands. I end with aſſuring you of 
my reſpects. Rome, -2.0 Fune, 1675. | 
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The Approbations of the Roman Edition, Ano 1678. 


The Approbation of Signor MICHEL ANGELO RICCI, Sevretary to the 
Congregation of I. and H. R. and Conſultor of the Holy Office. 


Hat the Council of Trene has with great care performed, in 

making an entire ſeparation betwixt Articlesof Faith, Opinions, 
and Diſputes of the Schools; and pg the fame Dodtrines of 
Faith in more clear and ſignificant "Terms; what Tertullian had for- 
merly done, in condemning the. departure of Heretics from the 
Church by ſeveral Preſcriptions ; what others have practiſed, whilſt 
they ingenuouſly combated Heretics by their own Principles and Rules ; 
the fame has the Right Reverend Fames Benign Boſſuet Biſhop of 
Condom performed in this Work, in a clear and ſhort Method, 
proper to perſwade 3 manifeſting to us the admirable parts of the 
Author. Which work being now for the convenience of the Italians, 
elegantly Tranſlated out of French, into our Mother Language , I 
eſteem worthy to be Printed and Publiſhed. Rome. Auguſt the 5th. 


1678. 


The Approbation of the Reverend Father LAURENCE BRANCATI de 
LAUREA, of the Congregation of Conlift. I. Rites; Viſit. Conſultor 
and Qualificator of the Holy Office, and Bibliothecarian of the Vatican Libra- 
7, GCC. 

Eſteem moſt worthy its being publiſhed the little "Treatiſe or 
Diſcourſe, Printed in French and ſeveral other Languages, and at 
preſent Tranſlated out of French into Tralian, in which the moſt 

Illuſtrious Fames Benign Boſſuer Biſhop and Lord of Condom does force- 

ably combat in a Noble, Grave, and Solid Stile, the Miniſters of 

the Pretended Reform'd Religion and their followers, as well by the 
common and fundamental Rules of the Church, as by their own 

Principles; ſhowing, that it is not Catholics, as thoſe Miniſters ima» 

gine, but the Miniflers themſelves, who by. drawing unnatural Con- 

ſequences, have receeded from thoſe Tenets which are Common to 
them and us, and by taking the Scriptures and Councils in a wron 

Senſe, have ſeparated themſelves from the Catholic Church. Bur 

they would examin without Paſſion the Rules of Catholics 

grounded upon their Councils, and eſpecially upon that of Tren, 
they would without doubt, by the Grace of God, return again to 

a Holy Unity : All which this Author ſhows them in a. moſt plea- 

fing, and no lefs convincing manner, running through all the points 

of Controverſie. Given in the Convent of the Twelve Apoſtles at. 

Rome, the 25. Fub, 1678. | 

F. Laurentius de Laurea, Min, Conventuals. _ 
| e 
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The Approbation of che Abbot Stephen Gradi. 


I Have with diligence and application Read the excellent Work: 
of the Lord Fames Benign Boſſuer, Biſhop of Condom; faithfully and 
elegantly Tranſlated into Italian, where the DoQtrine of the Church 
is explicated after a manner both conciſe, clear, and full. And ir 
wrought the fame - Impreffion mm me , which ordinarily thoſe 
nobler ſort of Writings, which are the Products of a found Do&- 
rine and folid Reaſon, do in their Readers, when they are con- 
vinc'd they could not have faid any thing more to the purpoſe, nor: 
ſpoken otherwiſe, it they had undertaken to write of the ſame 
Subject. But what Tranfported me the moſt was that Wiſdom and: 
Moderation of the Author in the choice of thoſe things which - he: 
aſſerts ; he retrenches all thoſe things which ſerve only to lengthen. 
Diſputes, and render a good Cauſe odious, and betakes himſelf to 
Truth alone, as to a ny which he renders not only ſecure. 
but inacceſſable : Applying himſelf wholly to eſtabliſh the true {tate 
of the Queſtion, which by that means is rendred clear and eaſe to. 
be judged of. Upon which account, all thoſe, if they will believe. 
me, who are concerned for the Peace of the Church, or the Salvation 
of their Souls, ought day and night to turn over this Book ; and it is 
—_— bur ir ſhould produce in them both ſhame- and ſorrow, for 
holding Tenets, contrary to the Orthodox Faith. | 
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I am of this Opinion, » | Xs 

Se. G. Conſultor of the Congregation de L* Indice, Prefe® of the Vati-- 

can. Library. | 

Let it be Printed, if*ir fo pleaſe the very Reverend Father,, Maſter 
of the Sacred Apoſtolic Palace. F. de Angels Archiep. Urb. Viceſger, 
Let it be Printed, 
F. Raimundus Capiſuccus Ord, Pred. $. P. A. Magiſter. 


| "The Brief of our Holy Father - 
POPE INNOCENT KI. 


; Cromer Brother, Health and Apoſtolic?l Benedi&ion. 
' Your Book of the'Expoſttion f the Catholic Faith, 
lately preſented to Us, contains ſuch Doftrine, and is com- 
poſed in-ſuch a Method, and with ſo much Prudence, that 
itis tliereby rendred proper to inftruft the Readers clearly 
in 'few _ 4nd to extort, even from the'unwilling, 
2. Confeſſion 'of the "Catholic Faith. For which Reaſons 
We do not only'think-it worthy Our Commendation, ibut 
alſo'to beread'and efteem'd'by all, We hape, this Work, 
by 'the Grace of God, will bring forth ttuch Fruit, and 
will not a litfle help to -propagate the Orthodox Faith, 
which is Our continual Care, and 'principal Solicitude. 
And in the interim, We are more and more-confirm'd in 
that good Opinion we have always had of your Vertue and 
Piety, and We feel an Increaſe of thoſe Hopes which We 
had long ſince formed in 'Our Selves,'of the Education'of 
the Dauphin of "France, and that He who is intruſted to 
your Care, and endowed with Inclinations worthy the 
King His Father, and all His Anceſtors, will receive from 
you thoſe Inſtructions which are proper to the Son of a 
Moſt Chriſtian King, whoſe Birth entitles him both to ſo 
Flouriſhing a Kingdom, and at the ſame time to be a Pro- 
teftor of the Catholic Religion. And this King, who has 
choſen you amongſt ſo many Great Men, with which 
France flouriſhes at this time, to ſo great a Province, as is 
the laying the Foundations of a Public Happineſs, will no 
doubt receive an Eternal Glory from the good Succeſs of 
your Care, according to that Oracle of Scripture which 

tells us, That a wiſe Sor is the Glory of his Father. Conti- 
| nue 
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nue then to go forwards chearfully in ſo important a Work; . 
eſpecially. fince you heve betore your Eyes ſuch mighty 
Fruits of your Induſtry. For We hear, and that from all 
Parts, and We cannot but feel an Exceſs of Joy and Conſo- 
lation, amidſt Our many Troubles, when We hear, how 
this young Prince is carried on to Vertue with a Noble 
Fervour, and daily gives new Teſtimonies of Prudence and: 
of Piety. This We can aſſure you, That ndthing is capa-, 
ble of endearing Our Paternal AfﬀeAion ta you more, 

than thus to employ your utmoſt Care to inſpire into this 
young Prince's Mind thoſe Maxims which make a mighty 
King ; that in a riper Age, being Happy and ViCctorious- 
like the King his Father, he may regulate by Holy Laws,. 
and reduce to Chriſtian Manners, Barbaroys Natians, and 
Enemies of the Name of Chri{tiaz, as We hope to ſee 

them ſhortly ſubdu'd to the Empire of this Great King, . 
ſince Peace being reſtored to Europe, he has ſo fair an Op- 
portunity to transfer his ViRorious Arms into the Zaſt; 
To conclude, Aſſure your ſelf, the Syhmiflian and Reſpect 
which your Letters ſhow you to have towards the Apo- 

ſtolic See, and Us, who now poſleſs it, tho* unworthy, for- 
the Government of the Catholic Church, find in Us a mu- 

tual Afﬀetion ; the Teſtimonies of which, you ſhall per- 

ceive, when any Occaſion ſhall preſent it ſelf. With a fin- 

cere Aﬀe&ion We give you Our Apoſtolic Benediction. 
Given at Rowe, at $f. Peters, under the Fiſher's Ring, the 
Fourth of Fanuary, 1679. the Third year of Our Pope- 
dom. Signed MARIUS SPINULA ; and on the out- 
ſide, To Our Venerable Brother, James Biſhop of Condom, 
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| :A Catalogue of Books Printed for Herr 

Hills, Printer to the King's moſt Excel- 
lent Majeſty, for his Houſhold and 
Chappel, 16856. 


| EfleQions upon the Anfiver to the Papsſt Miſrepreſented 
R cc. Dire&ed to the Anſwerer. LYuarto. : 


Kalendarium Catholicum for the Year 1686. Offave. 


Papiſfts Proteſting againſt Proteſtant-Popery. In Anſwer to « 
Diſcourſe Entituled, A-Papiſ# not Miſ-repreſented by Pro- 
'reftants. Being a Vindication of the Paprſt Ms{-repreſented 
-and Repreſented,and tlie RefleFions upon the Anſwer. Luart. 


: Copies of T'wo Papers Written by the late King Charles 11. 
-__ Together with a Paper Written by the late Dutcheſs of 
'Zork. Publiſhed by his Majeſty's Command. Folio. * 


"The Spirit of Chriſtianity. Publiſhed by -his Majeſty's Com- 
 -mand. Twelves. | 


The firſt Sermon Preach'd before their Majeſties in Engliſh at 
Hindſor, on the firſt Sunday of Offober 1685. By the Re- 
verend Father Dom. P.” E. Monk of the Holy Order of 
S. Benedi#, and of the Engliſh Congregation. Publiſhed 
'by his Majeſty's Command. L2wuarte. 


' Second Sermon Preached before the King and Queen, and 
Queen Dowager, at Their Majeſties Chappelat St Zames's, 
November 1, 1685. By the Reverend Father Dom. Ph. 

__ Ells, Monk of the Holy Order of S. Benedi#, and of the 
Engliſh Congregation. Publiſhed by his Majeſty's Cota- © 
mand. Luarto. . 
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